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The objective of biographies of women 


I was overjoyed when, as I was reading a translation 
of Ihya’ ‘Ulum ad-Din, | came across a topic titled 
“The Lives of Pious Women”. I was quite affected by 
it so I thought I should quote a considerable portion 
of what Imam Abu Hamid Muhammad Ghazzali 
rahimahullah wrote. It is now presented to the 
reader. 


The practice of the pious predecessors 


The pious predecessors had the following practice to 
make a condition on the self and to engage it in 
meditation: 


If your self becomes rebellious and is not prepared 
to be diligent on worship, study the lives of those 
saints who have become virtually non-existent. If 
you are fortunate enough to find such a [pious] 
person who follows those saints, consider it to be a 
boon. Looking at him with the intention of 
emulating him will spur you to action and it plays a 
major role in making your self enthusiastic. 
However, if you are unable to look at such a person, 
do not disregard studying his life conditions and 
listening to them. There is a famous saying that if 
no camel is available, a goat will suffice. 


Give your self the opportunity to emulate intelligent 
and wise people who possess religious foresight. 
However, you must never be happy to be included in 
the list of foolish ones and to imitate morons. If your 
self tells you that it is extremely difficult to follow 
those pious personalities -— because they had 
immense strength for spiritual striving — then study 
the life conditions of those women who used to 
strive in worship. Say to your self: Do you have no 
shame that you are on a lower level than these 


women? That man is most despicable who is lower 
than a woman in worldly and Dini matters. 


Lives of pious women 


We now relate the life conditions of some pious and 
ascetic women from Ihyda’ ‘Ulum ad-Din: 


Habibah ‘Adawtyyah 


After performing the ‘isha salah she would go onto 
the roof of her house, wrap her garment and head- 
cover closely around her body, and say: “O Allah! 
The stars have emerged. The eyes have become 
heavy due to sleepiness. The kings have shut their 
doors. The lover is gone into privacy with his 
beloved. And I have presented myself in Your court.” 
She would then occupy herself in salah. With the 
break of dawn, she would say: “O Allah! The night 
has departed and the day arrived. I do not know 
whether you accepted this night of mine or not. If it 
is accepted, congratulations to it. If it is not, I offer 
my condolences. I take an oath by Your grandeur. 
This will be my practice for as long as You keep me 
alive. Even if You drive me away from Your door, I 
will not leave it because my heart is illuminated by 
the light of Your generosity and kindness.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! These are points of genuine 
cognition and servitude. Even men should embed 
them in their hearts. Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala 
alone. (compiler) 


‘Ujrah 


She used to spend the entire night in worship even 
though she was visually impaired. Before the break 
of dawn she would say in a raised and sorrowful 
voice: “Worshippers traversed the night so that they 
could reach You. They hasten towards Your mercy, 


grace and forgiveness. O Allah! I ask from You 
alone; I am not asking anyone else. I beg You to 
include me at the top of the list of those who hasten 
towards You. Confer to me the rank of the close 
servants in the ‘Tlliyyin and include me among Your 
righteous servants. You are most Beneficent, most 
Merciful. You are the greatest of all. You are above 
the highest of the high.” Saying this, she would fall 
into prostration. Her falling into prostration would 
be heard by those nearby. She would then continue 
begging and crying to Allah ta‘ala while she was in 
prostration. 


Sha‘wanah 


Yahya ibn Bustam relates: I used to attend the 
assembly of Sha‘wanah and observe how much she 
used to cry and beseech Allah ta‘ala. One day I said 
to my friend: “We will meet her in privacy and advise 
her to be a bit kind towards her self.” My friend 
agreed with me. When we got an opportunity, we 
went to her and said: “It would be so good if you 
were a bit soft and kind to your self, and reduce 
your crying and beseeching slightly. If you do this, 
you will be helped greatly.” She began crying when 
she heard this. She then said: “By Allah, I want to 
cry until my tears run dry. I must then shed tears of 
blood. I want every drop of blood of my body to 
become a tear and to flow out of my eyes. But I do 
not even know how to cry. Where do I ever cry!?” 
She repeated these last few words several times and 
fell unconscious. 


Muhammad ibn Mu‘adh rahimahullah relates that a 
pious woman related to him: I saw a dream in which 
I seemed to be admitted into Paradise. All the 
inhabitants were standing at their doors. I asked: 
“What is it with these Paradise-dwellers; why are 


they standing at their doors?” Someone said to me: 
“They have emerged from their palaces to look at the 
woman for whom Paradise has been decorated.” I 
asked: “Who is that woman who is to be honoured 
in such a grand way?” I heard the answer: “She is a 
dark-skinned slave from Aykah, and her name is 
Sha‘wanah.” I said: “By Allah, that is actually my 
sister.” I was still speaking when she arrived on a 
camel which was flying in the air. I said: “O my 
sister Sha‘wanah! You should make du‘a to Allah to 
join me with you.” She smiled and replied: “It is still 
not yet the time for you to come here. However, 
remember two things: (1) You should always keep 
your heart aggrieved. (2) Give preference to love for 
Allah ta‘ala over your own desires. Allah willing, you 
will suffer no loss no matter when your death 
arrives.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What an excellent piece of 
advice. (compiler) 


Dhu an-Nun Misri rahimahullah relates: I was 
travelling from the Kan‘an valley and climbing up. 
When I reached the top, I saw a black shape 
approaching. It was crying and saying: 
S5eSA As IG al 55 og 15 
There will appear before them, from 
Allah, what they did not even imagine.! 


When the black shape came closer, I realized it was 
a woman who was wearing a woollen cloak and 
carrying a small bucket. When she saw me, she 
asked: “Who are you who is not fearful of me?” I 


1 Surah az-Zumar, 39: 47. 


replied: “I am a foreign traveller.” She said: “If you 
belong to Allah, how can you say you are a foreigner 
and a traveller?” I began crying when she said this. 
She asked me the reason for my crying. I replied: “I 
had a pain in my wound. Your words have placed a 
bandage over them. This is why I am crying.” She 
asked: “If you are genuine, then why are you 
crying?” I asked: “Doesn’t a genuine person cry?” 
She replied in the negative. I asked: “Why?” She 
replied: “Crying emanates from the comfort of the 
heart.” I was astonished by what she said. 


Ahmad ibn ‘Ali relates: We sought permission to 
meet ‘Afirah but she declined, so we remained 
standing at her door. We refused to move. She was 
forced to come and open the door, and she said 
while opening it: “O Allah! I seek refuge in You from 
people who are my obstacles to engaging in Your 
remembrance.” On reaching inside, we said to her: 
“We request you to make du‘a for us.” She replied: 
“May Allah ta‘ala make your coming to my house as 
guests in such a way that He pardons you.” She 
then related to us that ‘Ata’ as-Sulami did not raise 
his eyes to the skies for forty years. One day, his 
eyes cheated on him and looked up. He was so 
ashamed by this that he fell down unconscious. And 
a part of his back broke open out of fear. “I wish 
‘Afirah did not raise her head. And if she commits 
an evil, she must never repeat it.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! This was a blessed condition of 
fear and submission. It is indeed an admonition. 
(compiler) 


A saint relates: I went to the bazaar with my 
Abyssinian slave woman. When we reached a 
certain corner, I asked her to wait there for me while 
I went to fulfil whatever needs I had. When I 


returned to that spot, she was not there. I returned 
home in a rage. My slave woman gauged the anger 
on my face, so she said: “O master! Do not be hasty 
in punishing me. There was no one engaging in 
Allah’s remembrance at the spot where you asked 
me to wait for you. I feared Allah ta‘ala may cause 
that portion of the earth to be swallowed. I moved 
away from there out of fear.” 


The saint continues: I was astonished by what she 
said and told her: “You are free from today.” She 
replied: “You have done the wrong thing. I used to 
serve you, and so I used to receive a double reward. 
I have now been deprived of the double reward.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! These are words of genuine 
Allah-recognition. 


Mu‘adhah ‘Adawtyyah 


When the sun used to rise, Mu‘adhah ‘Adawiyyah 
used to say: “This is the day when I am to die.” She 
would not eat anything until the evening. She would 
then say the same thing about the night: “This is 
the night when I am to die.” Saying this, she would 
start performing salah and continue until dawn. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a great condition. May 
Allah ta‘ala bless us with a portion of it. Amin. 
(compiler) 


Rabi‘ah Basriyyah 


Abu Sulayman Darani relates: I spent a night at 
Hadrat Rabi‘ah Basriyyah. The moment the night 
commenced, she proceeded to her place of worship. 
I went to one corner and stood there. She occupied 
herself in salah until the morning. I said to her: 
“How can we thank that Being for having given us 
the strength to spend the night in His worship?” She 


replied: “We can fulfil our thanks to Him by 
observing fast during the day for His pleasure.” 


A du‘a of Sha‘wanah 
Sha‘wanah used to say the following in her du‘a: 


O Allah! I am extremely desirous of meeting You and 
I yearn for Your rewards. I beg You not to change 
the wishes of those who have hopes in You into 
despondency. And do not let the yearning of those 
who yearn for You to go to waste. O Allah! If the 
time of my death has arrived and no action of mine 
has taken me close to You, then I acknowledge my 
sins. If You pardon me, there is none better than 
You to pardon. If You were to punish me, there is 
none who is more just than You. O Allah! I have 
been audacious with my gaze for my self. I now hope 
for Your wonderful gaze. If You are not going to be 
kind to my self, it will be destroyed. O Allah! You 
showered me with bounties all my life. I beg You not 
to stop Your bounties on me after I die. I hope that 
the Being who considered me to be worthy of His 
favours when I was alive will open His doors of 
pardon for me after I die. O Allah! Since You took 
responsibility for me when I was alive, how can I 
become despondent of Your affectionate gaze after I 
die? O Allah! On one hand, my sins are causing me 
to be terrified. On the other hand, the love which I 
have for You is bringing solace to my heart. Treat 
me in line with Your grand status. Do not deprive 
Your grace and kindness to the one who is 
inebriated by his ignorance. O Allah! If You will my 
guidance, why would You disgrace me? If You will 
my disgrace, why do You conceal my sins? O Allah! 
Maintain me on the reason for which You guided 
me. And keep me eternally on the reason for which 
You concealed my sins. O Allah! I do not think You 


will reject the purpose for which I spent my life. Had 
I not sinned, I would not have feared Your 
punishment. If I did not have knowledge of Your 
kindness, I would have no hope for Your rewards. 


Rihlah ‘Abidah 
Hadrat Khawwas rahimahullah relates: 


We went to visit Rihlah ‘Abidah. She had kept so 
many fasts that she had turned dark. She had cried 
so much that she became blind. She had performed 
so many salahs that she could no longer walk. She 
was sitting and performing salah at the time when 
we went to visit her. We offered salam to her and 
then spoke to her about Allah’s pardon, kindness, 
grace and generosity so that she may become a bit 
lenient towards her self. On hearing our words, she 
let out a shriek and said: “I am more aware than 
you about my self. This is why my heart is injured 
and my liver is a sieve. I think to myself: If only 
Allah had not created me and I was not worthy of 
any mention.” She then began performing salah 
once again. 


KRKKKK 


Hadrat Abu Hamid Muhammad = Ghazzali 
rahimahullah then offers some advice. Read it 
attentively: 


If you are a person who places a condition on your 
carnal self and maintains a bond with those who are 
in meditation, then you must study the biographies 
of these pious men and women. This will prompt 
you towards action and create a yearning in you. 
Don’t look at your contemporaries because Allah 
ta‘ala says: 


.A| 


If you obey the majority of those who 
are in this world, they shall lead you 
astray from the path of Allah.! 


There are so many stories about those who strove 
on the spiritual path that they cannot be 
encompassed. Those which we related in these 
pages are sufficient for those who take admonition.? 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala inspire us to take lessons and 
admonitions from these stories. Amin. (compiler) 


KKKKK 


We will now quote stories of the wives of the 
Prophets ‘alayhimus salam from Bahishti Zewar of 
Hadrat Hakimul Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
rahimahullah. Thereafter we will take the 
opportunity of quoting the life-conditions and 
excellent qualities of various pious and righteous 
women from the following books: 


1. Tidhkar Sahabiyat of Hadrat Maulana Abu 
Talib Hashimi. 

2. Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal 
Khawatin. 

3. Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmat of 
Qadi At-har Sahib Mubarakpuri 
rahimahullah. 


1 Surah al-An‘am, 6: 116. 


2 Translation of Ihyad’ ‘Ulim ad-Din, translated by 
Maulana Nadim al-Wajidi, vol. 4, p. 597. 


May Allah ta‘ala inspire us to take lessons from 
them. Amin. 


Hadrat Hawwa 


She is the wife of Adam ‘alayhis salam and the 
mother of all mankind. Allah, with His absolute 
power, created her from the left rib of Adam. 
Thereafter, He got her married to him and made 
them stay in Paradise. There was a tree in Paradise 
from which they were prohibited to eat. Shaytan 
deluded her and she ate of it mistakenly. Upon this, 
Allah commanded them to leave Paradise and go to 
the world. When she came to this world, she cried 
abundantly on account of her mistake. Allah forgave 
her. 


Note: O women! See how Hawwa admitted her 
mistake and repented. Some women try to defend 
their actions and do not admit their mistakes. There 
are many other women who continue sinning 
throughout their lives without even worrying about 
giving them up - this is more so when it comes to 
backbiting and holding on to baseless customs. O 
women! Abandon this habit. If you err or commit a 
sin, give it up immediately and repent. 


Hadrat Sarah 


She is the wife of Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam and the 
mother of Is-haq ‘alayhis salam. Her speaking to the 
angels and the angels informing her that she is a 
source of Allah’s mercy and blessings on all families 
is mentioned in the Qur’an. 


A story concerning her piety and acceptance of her 
supplications has been mentioned in a Hadith. 
When Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam emigrated towards 
Syria, she accompanied him. On the way they 
approached the village of an oppressive king. 
Someone went and informed him that a very 
beautiful woman has come to his kingdom. He sent 
for Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam and asked him: “Who is 
the woman accompanying you?” He replied: “My 
sister in Din.” He did not say that she is his wife 
because if he did so, the king would have killed him. 
When he returned to Sarah, he said to her: “Do not 
deny what I said (to the king) because you are my 
sister in Din.” Thereafter, the king had her captured 
and brought to him. When she realized that he had 
evil intentions, she performed wuduw’, offered salah 
and prayed to Allah saying: “O Allah! If I have 
brought iman on your Prophet and have always 
protected my respect and honour, then do not allow 
this unbeliever to gain control over me.” 
Consequently, the moment he tried to touch her, he 
was overpowered (by Allah), he choked and began 
striking the ground with his feet [in agony]. He said 
to her: “Pray to Allah for me and I will do you no 
harm.” She thought to herself that if he dies, people 
will say that she killed him. She therefore made a 
du‘a and he immediately recovered. He tried to 
touch her again, but she made another du‘a (and he 


was overpowered once again). He repeated his 
promise, but broke it once more. She therefore 
made another du‘a. This incident took place three 
times. Eventually he shouted to his servants asking 
them: “What is this calamity that you have brought 
to me. Take her away and let her go.” 


Hajirah who was from the Coptic tribe was also 
wrongfully enslaved by him. Allah had protected her 
honour as well. He handed her over to Sarah for her 
service. They both went back to Ibrahim ‘alayhis 
salam with respect and honour. 


Note: O women! Look what a great thing piety is and 
how Allah safeguards pious people. We also learn 
that salah removes calamities and du‘as are 
accepted. If one experiences any problems and 
difficulties, one should immediately occupy oneself 
in optional salah and du‘as. 


Hadrat Hajirah 


The oppressive king who was mentioned in the 
above story had enslaved Hajirah. This king handed 
her over to Sarah who in turn handed her over to 
Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam. Isma‘l ‘alayhis salam was 
born to her. Isma‘ll ‘alayhis salam was still being 
breast-fed when Allah wished to inhabit Makkah 
with Ibrahim’s progeny. At that time, Makkah was 
not inhabited nor was the Ka‘bah built. Allah 
ordered Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam to take Isma‘ll and 
his mother, Hajirah, to Makkah and to leave them 
there. Allah will safeguard them. 


Acting on the order of Allah, Ibrahim took them and 
left them at a deserted place which is today known 
as Makkah. He also left behind a water-skin and a 
bag of dates. When he left them and began 
departing, Hajirah rushed behind him and asked: 
“Are you leaving us alone and going away?” To this, 
he did not give any reply. She then asked: “Has 
Allah commanded you to do this?” He replied: “Yes.” 
She said: “(If He has commanded) there is nothing 
to worry about. He will take care of us.” 


She went back to where she was sitting. She began 
eating the dates, drinking the water, and 
breastfeeding Ismail. When the water was 
exhausted, she began worrying over her child who 
began crying and became angry out of thirst. The 
mother could not bear seeing her child in such a 
state. She climbed Mt. Safa and looked around her 
in the hope of spotting some water somewhere. 
However, she could not see any water. She climbed 
down and went towards the mountain Marwah. In 
the open field between Safa and Marwah there was 
a small stretch of land which was slightly lower. As 


long as she was on the flat open field, she could see 
Ismail. The moment she had to traverse the lower 
stretch of land, he was out of her range. She 
therefore ran swiftly across this lower stretch of 
land and came to the flat open field. Eventually she 
reached Marwah, climbed it and looked around her 
for water but could not spot any water. Out of 
helplessness she climbed down and ran towards 
Safa again. In this way she ran seven times between 
Safa and Marwah and whenever she reached the 
lower stretch of land, she crossed it very swiftly. 
Allah liked this action of hers very much and 
therefore prescribed it for those who go on hajj. That 
is, they have to run seven times between these two 
mountains and also run swiftly once they reach the 
lower stretch of land. This lower stretch of land has 
now been flattened. 


When she was on Marwah during her last round, 
she heard a voice. She turned in the direction of the 
sound and heard it again. However, she could not 
see anyone. She therefore shouted and said: “I have 
heard a sound. If anyone can help me, please do 
so.” Immediately thereafter, an angel appeared at 
the place where the well of Zam Zam is presently 
found. The angel struck the ground and water 
began gushing forth. She surrounded the water 
from all round with sand, filled the water skin, 
drank some water herself, and gave some to the 
child as well. The angel then said: “Do not fear 
anything. The house of Allah (i.e. the Ka‘bah) is 
here. This child will help his father in constructing 
this house and many people will come and inhabit 
this place.” 


Within a few days, everything came to life. A 
caravan was passing by. When the people saw the 
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water, they stopped over and settled down there. 
Ismail ‘alayhis salam got married. Acting under the 
command of Allah, Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam also 
arrived. The father and son got together and built 
the Ka‘bah. The spring of Zam Zam had also 
subsided. After some time, a well was built from 
which the Zam Zam water used to be drawn out. 


Note: Look at the total trust that Hajirah ‘alayhas 
salam had in Allah. When she learnt that she was 
being left behind in this deserted place because it 
was the order of Allah, she felt assured that nothing 
will happen to her. Look at the things with which 
she was blessed on account of her trust in Allah. 


O women! You should also have trust in Allah just 
like this. Insha Allah, all your tasks and wishes will 
be fulfilled. Look at her great status that she was 
actually running in search of water but Allah liked 
this act of hers to such an extent that He prescribed 
it as an act of worship for those performing hajj. His 
relationship with His accepted servants is of a 
different level. O women! Try and fulfil the 
commands of Allah so that you are also accepted by 
Him. If you do this, even your worldly matters will 
be considered to be Dini. 


Note: Just as Allah ta‘ala made the sacrifice of 
Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam a Sunnah for the 
entire ummah, He made the restlessness of Hadrat 
Hajirah an essential rite for those performing hajj. 
This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on 
whomever He wills. 


O Allah! By virtue of the restlessness and worry of 
Hadrat Hajirah, You blessed the ummah with the 
great bounty of the well of Zam Zam from which the 
entire world is quenching its thirst. Today, the 
followers of Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
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— the elite and the masses - are in a distressful and 
worried state. O Allah! We beg You to shower Your 
special mercy on us. Accept this _ special 
supplication of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam for his followers: 


O Allah! Bestow me with Iman which 
does not revert, conviction after which 
there is no unbelief, and mercy with 
which I could acquire the honour of Your 
respect in this world and in the 
Hereafter 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah had 
instructed me to pay particular attention to this 
supplication. I now quote another supplication 
which is specifically of Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis 
salam and which is most appropriate for the 
tribulations which we are experiencing at present. 


fH ideahye jorge. <ul $s Gd Vc 
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O our Sustainer! Make us not a trial for 


the unbelievers. Forgive us, O our 
Sustainer! You alone are almighty, wise. 


This supplication contains the words “Forgive us, O 
our Sustainer” in-between. The wisdom behind this 
is that calamities sometimes befall us on account of 
our sins. And so, we are seeking forgiveness for 
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those sins. Muslims should therefore make it a 
point of praying for Allah’s forgiveness and pardon. I 
am conveying what Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah taught me. (compiler) 
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The second wife of Hadrat Isma'‘ll 


Prior to building the Ka‘bah, Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam 
had come to Makkah on two occasions. However, on 
both occasions he did not find Isma‘ll ‘alayhis salam 
at home. Neither was he (Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam) 
commanded to stay over in Makkah for very long 
(whereby he could have met his son). When he came 
to Makkah on the first of such occasions, the wife of 
Ismail ‘alayhis salam was at home. He asked her 
how she was managing. She replied: “I am in great 
difficulty.” He replied: “When your husband returns, 
convey my salam to him and tell him to change his 
door-frame.” When Ismail ‘alayhis salam returned 
home and learnt everything, he replied: “That was 
my father and the door-frame he was referring to is 
actually you. He wants me to leave you.” He 
therefore divorced her and married another woman. 


When Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam came a second time, 
he met the second wife of his son. She welcomed 
him and was very hospitable to him. He also asked 
her how she was managing. She replied: “Thanks to 
Allah, I am experiencing a lot of comfort.” He made 
du‘a for her and said: “When your husband returns 
home, convey my salam to him and tell him to 
maintain his door-frame.” When Isma‘l ‘alayhis 
salam returned home, he was informed of what 
transpired. He remarked: “That was my father. He 
asked me to keep you with me.” 


Note: See the consequences of being ungrateful. One 
Prophet became displeased with her, while the other 
Prophet divorced her. The fruit of gratitude and 
patience was that one Prophet made du‘a for her 
and she was blessed with the opportunity of staying 
in the company of another Prophet. O women! Never 


498 


be ungrateful. You must exercise patience and 
express gratitude irrespective of the situation in 
which you are. 
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The wife of Hadrat Ayyub 


Her name is Rahmat. When Ayyub ‘alayhis salam 
fell ill and his entire body was engulfed with 
sickness, everyone stayed aloof from him. No one 
came near him. However, his wife remained in his 
service and bore all the difficulties in tending to 
him. One day, she was delayed in coming to him. 
Out of anger, Ayyub ‘alayhis salam took an oath 
that when he recovers he will give her one hundred 
strikes with a stick. When he recovered, he decided 
to fulfil his oath. Out of His mercy, Allah ordered 
him to take a broom which has a hundred bristles 
and to strike her once. (In this way he will fulfil his 
oath). 


See how patient she was that despite her husband’s 
critical condition she remained in his service. From 
the oath which he took when he was ill we can 
deduce that his temperament had become a bit 
sensitive. However, she used to overlook this as 
well. On account of her service and patience Allah 
saved her from those hundred strikes. From this we 
can deduce that she was very much liked by Allah 
in that He lightened this punishment for her. 


This rule does not apply now. If anyone takes such 
an oath, by his striking with a broom the oath will 
not be fulfilled. Instead, the person will have to 
break his oath and pay compensation (kaffarah). O 
women! Be obedient to your husbands and endure 
their sensitive temperaments, you will also be 
beloved in the sight of Allah. 
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The wife of Hadrat Musa 


Her name is Safura. She is the eldest daughter of 
Shu'ayb ‘alayhis salam. An  unbeliever was 
unintentionally killed by Musa ‘alayhis salam in 
Egypt. When Pharaoh learnt of this, he informed his 
ministers that Musa ‘alayhis salam should be killed. 
When he heard about this plot, he escaped secretly 
to Madyan. When he reached the boundary of this 
city, he noticed many shepherds drawing water from 
a well and giving it to their flock to drink. He also 
noticed two women sitting aloof from the shepherds. 
(Later, the elder of the two was his wife and the 
other was his sister-in-law). Upon seeing this, he 
asked them the reason for their not being able to 
give water to their flock. They replied: “We have no 
male at home so we have to fulfil this task on our 
own. Because we are women, we are waiting for 
these men to go away. Once they leave, we will draw 
out the water for our flock.” He felt sorry for them, 
drew the water by himself and gave it to the sheep. 
When they went home, they related the entire 
incident to their old father. He sent his elder 
daughter to go and call this noble person. She came 
to Musa ‘alayhis salam with full modesty and 
shyness and informed him that her father is calling 
him. He accompanied her and went to meet Shu‘ayb 
‘alayhis salam. When they were walking, he asked 
her to walk in the rear and give him directions. The 
latter consoled him and informed him that he 
wished to give one of his daughters to him in 
marriage. However, the condition is that he will have 
to tend to his sheep for eight or ten years. Musa 
‘alayhis salam accepted the offer and married the 
elder sister. After the completion of ten years, he 
returned home (to Egypt) with her. Because of the 
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cold during the course of their journey, they needed 
some fire. He spotted a fire on Mt. Tur so he went 
towards it. When he reached there, he saw the 
effulgence of Allah. He received prophet-hood at this 
place. 


Note: Look at how hard she worked to fulfil her 
domestic tasks. And when she had to speak to a 
stranger, she spoke modestly and nervously. O 
women! You should also abstain from seeking 
comfort and abstain from laziness with regard to 
domestic tasks and duties. Furthermore, consider 
modesty and bashfulness to be necessary at all 
times 
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Hadrat Asiyah 


She is the wife of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt who 
had claimed divinity. Look at the power of Allah that 
the husband was a devil while the wife was so pious 
that the Qur’an praises her and _ Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam spoke about her in the 
following terms: “There are many men who have 
reached stages of excellence. However, from among 
the women, no one reached a stage of excellence 
except Maryam and Asiyah.” It was Asiyah who had 
saved the life of Musa from the tyrant, Pharaoh.” 


It was decreed in her favour that she will believe in 
Musa ‘alayhis salam. She had a natural love for him 
since his infancy. When Musa ‘alayhis salam 
received prophet-hood, Pharaoh did not believe in 
him. However, she brought iman on him. When 
Pharaoh heard about this, he became extremely 
harsh to her and imposed many punishments on 
her. However, she did not relinquish her iman and 
left the world in this state. 


Note: Look at how firm she was on her iman. 
Despite her irreligious husband imposing severe 
difficulties on her, she did not succumb to him. 
Today, when one experiences minor difficulties, one 
begins uttering words of unbelief. O women! Iman is 
a great gift. Irrespective of the nature of difficulty, 
never ever do anything contrary to Din. If your 
husband does anything irreligious, never support 
nor join him. In those days, marriage with a non- 
Muslim husband was valid. However, the rule in our 
Sharti‘ah is that if the husband is a non-Muslim, the 
marriage is not valid. And if he becomes a kafir after 
marriage, the marriage will be annulled. 
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Hadrat Bilqis 


She was the queen of Saba. An animal by the name 
of Hud-hud informed Sulayman ‘alayhis salam that 
he came across a queen who worships the sun. 
Sulayman ‘alayhis salam wrote a letter and asked 
Hud-hud to hand it over to her. The following was 
written in the letter: “Accept Islam and come to me.” 
She consulted her ministers and governors and 
eventually made the following decision: “I will send 
many rare gifts to him. If he accepts them, I will 
conclude that he is a worldly king. If he does not 
accept them, I will conclude that he is a Prophet.” 


When these gifts were given to Sulayman ‘alayhis 
salam, he returned them and sent a message that if 
you do not become Muslims, I will come with my 
army to fight you. When she received this message, 
she was convinced that he was a Prophet. She left 
her city with the intention of becoming a Muslim. 


After she departed, Sulayman ‘alayhis salam had 
her valuable royal throne brought to him in a 
miraculous way. He called for it so that Bilqis will 
see the miracle. He removed the pearls and other 
gems that were on it and had them embedded in 
another way (different from the way they had been 
originally embedded). When Bilqis reached his 
place, he decided to test her intelligence. He asked 
her: “Isn't this your throne?” She looked at it 
carefully and said: “It looks like it.” She said “like it” 
because its appearance had changed slightly. From 
her answer he deduced that she was very intelligent. 


Sulayman ‘alayhis salam wanted to show her that 
his kingdom which was given to him by Allah was 
better than her worldly kingdom. To demonstrate 
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this, he ordered a pond to be filled with water and a 
crystal clear glass be placed on top of it in such a 
way that it cannot be seen. He then went and sat at 
such a place where, if anyone wished to go to him, 
they will have to walk through the pond. Bilqis was 
then summoned to him. When she reached the 
pond, she did not notice the glass and felt she will 
have to walk through the pond. She began lifting 
her pants (so that it will not get wet when she walks 
through the pond). Sulayman ‘alayhis salam 
immediately informed her that it has been laid with 
glass and she should merely walk on it. 


When Bilgis saw the miracle of her throne (being 
brought here), this great piece of architecture (i.e. 
the glass on top of the pond), and that he has royal 
possessions far better than hers, she immediately 
recited the kalimah and became a Muslim. Some 
scholars have written that Sulayman ‘alayhis salam 
married her. Others have written that she married 
the king of Yemen. Allah knows best. 


Note: Look at how selfless she was that despite 
being a queen and very wealthy, the moment she 
learnt the truth of Din, she accepted it. She did not 
display any pride in accepting it nor did she hold on 
to the beliefs and customs of her forefathers. O 
women! You should also adopt this attitude. When 
you hear anything of the Din, do not consider it to 
be a blemish or something to be ashamed of. Nor 
should you hold on to the customs of your family. 
None of this will help you. Only your Din will help 
you. 
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Hadrat Maryam and her mother 


Hadrat Maryam’s mother’s name is Hannah. Her 
husband’s name is ‘Imran who is the father of 
Maryam. When she fell pregnant, she took a vow 
that when she gives birth to the child she will keep 
him free for the service of the masjid. That is, she 
will not allow him to get involved in any worldly 
activity. She was under the impression that she will 
give birth to a boy because only a boy can be of 
service to the masjid. At that time, vows of this 
nature were permissible. When the time of delivery 
of the child came, she gave birth to a girl. Out of 
sadness she said: “O Allah! I have given birth to a 
girl.” She was informed that this girl will be better 
than boys and that Allah has accepted her. She kept 
the name of this child Maryam. 


After she was born, her mother took her to Baytul 
Maqdis in fulfilment of her vow. When she reached 
the masjid, she informed the pious servants there to 
take her because she had vowed this child for the 
masjid. Because she was from a pious family, all the 
pious persons who were based in the masjid wanted 
to rear her and bring her up. Zakariyya was also 
amongst them. He was the uncle of Maryam. He 
therefore had a greater right of taking care of her. 
But because the others were clamouring to take 
care of her, they agreed upon a certain system to 
determine who will take care of her. Eventually, the 
lot fell in the name of Zakariyya ‘alayhis salam. He 
took her and began looking after her. She began 
growing very quickly - much faster than other 
children of her age and very soon she appeared to 
be a grown up. From a young age she was very 
pious. In the Qur’an, Allah has referred to her as a 
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wali. It states that she used to miraculously receive 
different types of fruit when it was not even the 
season to receive such fruit. Zakariyya ‘alayhis 
salam used to ask her: “From where are you 
receiving all this fruit?” She used to reply: “From 
Allah.” 


In short, her entire life was something to marvel 
about. When she became mature, solely through the 
power of Allah, she fell pregnant without any man 
touching her. It was from this pregnancy that ‘Isa 
‘alayhis salam was born. On seeing that she gave 
birth without a man, the Jews began accusing her 
of adultery. To prove them wrong, Allah gave ‘Isa 
‘alayhis salam the power to speak while he was still 
a baby. He spoke of such great things that those 
who possessed a just and open mind agreed that 
this was an example of Allah’s power; that he was in 
fact born without a father and his mother was pure 
and innocent. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam mentioned her piety by saying that from 
among women, no one reached a stage of excellence 
except Maryam and Asiyah. 


Note: Her mother had devoted her to Allah. She 
became very pious. She remained obedient to Allah 
to the extent that she became a wali. The blessing of 
this was that Allah saved her from the accusations 
of people. O women! Continue obeying Allah and 
you will be protected from all calamities. Pay more 
attention to the Dini affairs of your children and do 
not make them slaves of this world. 
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THE FEMALE COMPANIONS OF 
RASULULLAH 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 


My Companions. are like _ stars. 
Whichever one you follow you will be 
guided. 


The female Companions [Sahabiyat] are obviously 
included in this statement of Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. I am therefore taking the 
opportunity of mentioning them _ separately. 
Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 
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THE SAHABIYAT 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Khadijah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Khadijah, Umm Hind is_ her 
kunniyyat, Tahirah is her title, and her father is 
Khuwaylid. Her lineage meets with Rastlullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam at a person called 
Qusayy. Her mother’s name is Fatimah bint 
Za’idah. 


Life before prophet-hood 


For as long as the five salahs were not made 
compulsory, Rasulullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam used to perform optional (nafl) salahs. 
Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha used to join 
him as well. Ibn Sa‘d relates: 


Ail gL Le Vw Olelnay Ape y glory dele ail glo al Spy ES 


“Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and 
Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha continued performing 
salah in secrecy until a certain time.” 


Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha is one of those 
righteous women who had given up idol-worship 
before prophet-hood. When Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam claimed prophet-hood, she was 
the first one to accept him and believe in him. The 
strength and support which Rasulullah sallallahu 


‘alayhi wa sallam and Islam received from her are 
one of the most glorious pages from the biography 
of Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Merits 


Ibn Hisham rahimahullah says: 
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“She was a true advisor to Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam with regard to Islam.” 


She would personally tend to Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and serve him. The Sahih 
Bukhari narrates: Hadrat Jibra’il ‘alayhis salam 
said to Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam on 
one occasion: “Hadrat Khadijah is_ bringing 
something in a utensil. Convey my salam and 
Allah’s salam to her.” 


There are several narrations in Sahih Bukhari and 
Sahih Muslim wherein Hadrat Khadijah’s 
radiyallahu ‘anha merits are mentioned. Some of 
them are: 
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“The most superior women in this world are 
Maryam bint ‘Imran and _é Khadijah bint 
Khuwaylid.” 


Hadrat Jibrail ‘alayhis salam was seated with 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam on one 


occasion when Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha 
happened to come by. Hadrat Jibra’l ‘alayhis 
salam said: 


“Give her the glad tiding of a house in Paradise. 
This house will be made of pearls. There will be no 
noise in it nor any hard work.” 


Children 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu 
‘anha had many children. She had two sons from 
her first husband, Abu Halah. They are Halah and 
Hind. From her second husband, ‘Atiq, she had a 
son who was also named Hind. 


She had six children from Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. Two sons who passed away in 
their infancy and four daughters. Their names 
follow in sequence: 


1. Hadrat Sayyiduna Qasim radiyallahu ‘anhu 
who was Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam eldest son. Rastlullah  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam had the kunniyyat, Abul 
Qasim, from his name. He passed away in 
his infancy in Makkah. To Allah we belong 
and to Him is our return. 


2. Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha. She was 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
eldest daughter. 


3. Hadrat ‘Abdullah radiyallahu ‘anhu. He also 
passed away when he was an infant. These 
two sons were born during the era of 
prophet-hood, and were therefore known by 
the titles Tayyib and Tahir. 


4. Hadrat Rugayyah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
5. Hadrat Umm Kulthtm radiyallahu ‘anha. 


6. Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha. By 
Allah’s will, it was only through Hadrat 
Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha that Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam progeny spread 
in this world. (Siyar as-Sahdabah, vol. 6. p. 
20) 


Insight 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu 
‘anha was an influential and prominent woman of 
the Quraysh. She was well known for her intellect, 
farsightedness, noble character, and also her 
wealth. When she was widowed, she got married to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She was 
forty years old at the time, and Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was twenty five years 
old. 


The Hadith states that when he received revelation 
for the first time in the cave of Hira’, then due to 
human constraints, he became terrified. He came 
home with his blessed shoulders trembling. He 
said to Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha: 


Sw Sw 
ear 
“Cover me, cover me.” 


She covered him, and when his_ trembling 
subsided, he related the entire incident to her and 
said: 


“I fear for my life.” 


Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha responded with 

absolute conviction and confidence in a forceful 

tone: 
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“Never! I take an oath by Allah, He will never 
disgrace you. You maintain family ties, you bear 
the burdens of others, you see to the needs of the 
needy, you are hospitable to guests, and you help 
in the problems and _ difficulties which are 
experienced in the path of the truth.” 


From the manner in which Hadrat Khadijah 
radiyallahu ‘anha consoled Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam on this occasion, we learn that a 
person with good character and mannerisms saves 
another from harm and falling into calamities. 
Furthermore, Allah ta‘ala bestows peace and 
tranquillity by virtue of these qualities. This is why 


Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha said to him: 
Since you have so many good qualities and 
mannerisms, Allah ta‘ala will safeguard you 
against all calamities and difficulties in this world 
and in the Hereafter. 


This also proves the high level of MHadrat 
Khadijah’s radiyallahu ‘anha insight, cognition, 
intelligence, farsightedness and understanding. 
And why should she not possess such qualities, 
after all, she lived in Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam company as his wife for such a long 
time. She was really the first person to believe in 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She is 
unique and unparalleled in this regard. 


Demise 


Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away in 
the month of Ramadan, three years before the 
hyrah, and ten years after prophet-hood. She was 
sixty five years old at the time. She was buried in 
Hajun (Jannatul Mu‘alla). May Allah ta‘ala be 
pleased with her. (Sifatus Safwah, vol. 2, p. 9) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name is ‘A’ishah, Siddiqah is her title, Umm 
al-Mu’minin is the title by which she was 
addressed, and her kunniyyat is Umm ‘Abdillah. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to 
address her as Bint as-Siddiq (the daughter of 
Siddiq). 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha enjoyed playing 
and jumping during her childhood. The girls of her 
neighbourhood would gather and play with her. 
But she was mindful of showing respect to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam even 
during her childhood, and playing and jumping. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam married 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha three years after 
the demise of Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
Some biographers are of the opinion that he 
married her in the same year [and not after three 
years]. 


Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam advice to 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam made the 
following du‘d’ on one occasion: 


“O Allah! Keep me alive as a poor person, make me 
die as a poor person, and resurrect me with the 
poor people.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha said: ‘“O 
Rastlullah! Why are you making such a du'a’?” He 
replied: “The poor shall enter Paradise forty years 
before the wealthy. O ‘A’ishah! Do not send away 
any poor person without giving him something; 
even if it is a piece of a date. Have love for the poor 
and always be accommodating to them.” 


Apart from these different moral words of advice, 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam would 
regularly teach her about salah, du‘a’ and other 
aspects of Islam. She would learn all these things 
with much enthusiasm and practise on them 
firmly. 


When any child was born in Madinah, he or she 
would first be brought to MHadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha to acquire her blessings. She 
would make du‘a’ for the child. A child was 
brought to her one day and he had a steel blade 
around his neck. She asked: “What is this?” People 
said: “The devils flee from a child who wears this.” 
On hearing this, she removed it and threw it away, 
saying: Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
prohibited us from superstitions. Do not do this.” 


Note: Such superstitions and innovations are also 
present in our times. It is essential to give them 
up. (compiler) 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s radiyallahu ‘anha_ brother, 
Hadrat ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr radiyallahu 
‘anhu came to her one day, performed wudt’ 
hastily and was about to depart. Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha reprimanded him immediately 
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saying: “Abd ar-Rahman! Perform your wudu 
properly. I heard Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam saying: “The parts which are left dry in 
wudu’ will be punished in the Hell-fire.” 


Note: This shows the importance of caution when 
performing wudi’. This is why Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah used to say: “The level of one’s salah 
depends on the level of the wudu’.” He was 
therefore very particular about performing a 
complete wudt’, i.e. washing all the limbs 
thoroughly. He would then perform salah with the 
same thoroughness. Although Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam wudu’ and salah were 
perfect, he used to make this du‘a’: 
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“O Allah! I ask You for perfection in wudt’, and 
perfection in salah. I ask You for Your total 
pleasure and Your total forgiveness.” (Matdlib 
‘Aliyah, p. 25) 


Generosity 


The most distinguishing quality of her character 
was her generosity and open-handedness. Both 
sisters, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha and 
Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha, were noble- 
minded and generous. Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn 
Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu says: “I have not seen 
anyone more generous and charitable than these 
two. The difference between the two was that 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha used to collect 
small amounts, and once a considerable amount 
was collected, she would distribute it in charity. 
On the other hand, Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu 
‘anha would immediately distribute whatever she 
had; she would not store it. This is why she used 
to remain in debt most of the time.” 


Hadrat Ibn Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu once sent 
two big bags of money containing 100 000 dirhams 
to Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhad. She placed 
this amount in a large tray and began distributing 
it until all was finished. Coincidentally, she was 
fasting on that day. In the evening, she asked her 
slave-girl to bring her food to open the fast. The 
slave-girl said: “O Umm al-Mu’minin! Could you 
not have bought some meat from the money which 
you had?” She replied: “Do not scold me now. Why 
did you not remind me at the time [when I was 
distributing the money]>?” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What abstinence and piety! 
(compiler) 


Hadrat ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu says: 
“Hadrat Mu'‘awiyah radiyallahu ‘anhu also sent 
100 000 dirhams to Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha on one occasion. By Allah, she had 
distributed the entire amount by the evening.” Her 
slave-girl said to her: “If only you had set aside one 
dirham from this large amount and bought some 
meat for us.” Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha 
said: “Why did you not remind me?” 


‘Ata’ radiyallahu ‘anhu says: “Hadrat Mu‘awiyah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu sent a necklace which valued 
100 000 to Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. She 
distributed it among the Ummahat al-Mu’minin 
[the other wives of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam|.” 


‘Urwah rahimahullah narrates from  MHadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha that she gave 70 000 in 
charity while her dress had patches in it. May 
Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


Note: If only we men and women could also 
practise on these Sunnats. Even if we could do 
1/1000 of what they did, it will be something. 
(compiler) 


Knowledge 


Hadrat Abu Musa _ radiyallahu ‘anhu says: 
“Whenever we - the Sahabah of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — encountered any 
difficulty in understanding something, we would 
ask Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha about it. We 
would certainly learn something or the other from 
her.” 


Statements 


1. She used to say: “If only I was a leaf of a tree.” 
(Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala). 


Note: This statement demonstrates her extreme 
humility and self-effacement. (compiler) 


2. She wrote to Hadrat Mu'‘awiyah radiyallahu 
‘anhu: “When a person disobeys Allah ta‘ala, those 
who had been praising him begin criticizing him.” 


3. She used to say: “You cannot present yourself 
before Allah ta‘ala with anything better than a 
small number of sins.” 


4. “The person who would like to surpass those 
who are bearing difficulties in carrying out acts of 
worship and those who are striving in this regard 
must restrain his self from committing sins.” 
(Sifatus Safwah) 


5. Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah 
has written a detailed work titled Sirat-e-‘A’ishah, 
on her knowledge, practice, and pure life. It is 
worth reading this book. He writes: 


“Even when there was a servant in the house, 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah’~ radiyallahu ‘anha would 
personally carry out the tasks of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She would grind the 
flour, make it into dough, cook the food, make the 
bed, and place the wudia’ water.” (Sirat-e-‘A’ishah, 
p. 28) 


6. On seeing Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam performing the chasht salah (mid-morning 
optional salah), she also began performing it. She 
used to say: “Even if my father got up from his 
grave and stopped me from performing it, I would 
not stop.” (Sirat-e-‘A’ishah, p. 50) 


Words of advice 


1. Hadrat Amir Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu ‘anhu once 
wrote to her and asked her for some advice. She 
replied thus: 


“As-salamu ‘alaykum. I heard  Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saying: ‘When a 
person does not bother about the displeasure of 
people and is concerned about Allah’s pleasure, 
Allah ta‘ala safeguards him from the ill-effects of 
people’s displeasure. When a person displeases 
Allah ta‘ala and seeks the pleasure of people, then 
Allah ta‘ala leaves him to the people [Allah does 
not bother about him]. Was salamu ‘alaykum.” 
(Sirat-e-‘A’ishah, p. 141) 


Note: This advice ought to be written in gold. 
Unfortunately, our practice today is totally against 
this. May Allah ta‘ala give us refuge. (compiler) 


Ibn Abi as-Sa’ib Tabil was an orator of Madinah. 
In order to arouse an assembly, orators are in the 
habit of composing rhymed du‘a@’s and reading 
them in their assemblies. And in order to display 
their greatness, they are forever ready to deliver 
talks wherever they get an opportunity. Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha addressed him saying: 
“Make three promises to me or else I will forcefully 
interrogate you.” He replied: “O Umm al-Mu’minin! 
What are they?” She said: “(1) Do not make 
rhymed du‘a’s because Rasulullah_ sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and his Companions did not do 
this. (2) Deliver just one talk a week. If you do not 
accept this, then two talks a week. If you want to 


deliver more than this, then three a week [and no 
more]. (3) Do not cause the people to become 
weary of the Qur’an. When you see people seated 
in a place, do not interrupt them by starting your 
lecture among them. Instead, deliver a talk when 
they desire it and request you.” (Sirat-e-‘A’ishah, p. 
277) 


Demise 


The latter part of Hadrat Amir Mu‘awiyah’s 
radiyallahu ‘anhu caliphate was the latter part of 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s radiyallahu ‘anha life. She was 
sixty seven years old at the time. She fell ill in 
Ramadan 58 A.H. and remained sick for a few 
days. When anyone asked her how she was feeling, 
she would reply: “I am well.” 


Those who came to visit her would give her glad 
tidings. But she would reply: “I wish I was a rock. I 
wish I was a plant in a jungle.” 


Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu sought 
permission to visit her. She hesitated because she 
feared he might come and praise her. When her 
nephews interceded on his behalf, she gave him 
permission. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu 
came in and said: “You name was Umm al- 
Mu’minin since eternity. You were the most 
beloved wife of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Now you have so much of hesitation to 
meet your companions that your soul might depart 
from your body. Allah ta’ala gave permission to 
perform tayammum through you. Verses in 
reference to you were revealed in the Qur’an. 


These verses are now read by night and day from 
every pulpit and in every musjid.” She said: “O Ibn 
‘Abbas! Excuse me from such praises. I would 
rather be completely non-existent.” (Sirat-e- 
‘A’ishah, p. 144) 


Note: Glory to Allah! By virtue of Rastlullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_sallam attention and 
blessings, and by virtue of remaining in his 
company, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha 
reached such a high level of self-effacement that 
she did not even think about the absolute and 
certain merits and virtues which she possessed. In 
fact, she could not even bear listening to any 
words of praise. She was one of the pure wives of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She lived 
night and day for a certain period of time in 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam blessed 
company. Why, then, would she not acquire such 
ranks!? Any Sahabi who saw Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam just once while believing in him, 
was far beyond the auliyad’ and aqtab (plural of 
qutb) who came thereafter. In fact, whatever 
position and rank which the latter Sufis and 
auliya’ acquired, they did so by virtue of the 
Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum. 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away on 
17 Ramadan 58 A.H. corresponding with June 
678. She passed away at night after the witr salah. 
May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. (Sirat-e- 
‘A’ishah, p. 144) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name was Hind, her kunniyyat was Umm 
Salamah. She was from the Makhzum family of the 
Quraysh. Her father’s name was Abu Umayyah, 
and his mother was from the Banu Firas tribe. 


Marriage 


She married ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad who is 
popularly known as Abu Salamah radiyallahu 
‘anhu. He was Umm Salamah’s paternal cousin 
and Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam 
foster brother. Several of her children have the 
honour of companionship with Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They are: ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha and 
Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha. 


Acceptance of Islam 


She embraced Islam at the beginning of prophet- 
hood together with her husband. 


Emigration to Abyssinia 


She emigrated to Abyssinia with her husband. 
After living there for some time, she returned to 
Makkah, and then emigrated to Madinah. 
According to biographers, she was the first woman 
to emigrate to Madinah. 


Second marriage after the death of Abu Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu 


She remained with her husband for some time. 
Hadrat Abu Salamah radiyallahu ‘anhu was a 
great horse rider. He participated in the battles of 
Badr and Uhud. In the battle of Uhud he suffered 
a few injuries which did not heal. The injuries tore 
open in Jumada ath-Thaniyah 4 A.H. and he 
passed away. His eyes remained open after his 
death, so Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
closed them with his blessed hand and made du‘a’ 
for his forgiveness. 


Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha was 
pregnant at the time of his death. When her ‘iddah 
expired after the birth of her child, Hadrat Abu 
Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu proposed to her, but she 
declined. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu then 
went to her with a proposal on behalf of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She 
replied: “I have a few complications: (1) I am a 
woman who has a lot of self-respect. (2) I have 
children. (3) Iam quite old.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
prepared to accommodate all these complications. 
So Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha had 
no excuse to refuse his proposal. She said to her 
son [whose name was ‘Umar]: “Get up and get me 
married to Rastlullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam.” (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 58) 


The marriage took place towards the end of 
Shawwal 4 A.H. Allah ta‘ala now replaced the 


severe pain which Umm Salamah radiyallahu 
‘anha experienced when she was separated from 
Abu Salamah radiyallahu ‘anhu with eternal joy. 
The Sunan of Ibn Majah rahimahullah relates: 
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“When Abu Salamah passed away, I remembered 
the Hadith which he used to relate to me. So I 
started making du‘a’. And when I used to say: ‘O 
Allah! Give me a husband who is better than Abu 
Salamah’, I used to think in my heart: ‘Who can be 
better than Abu Salamah?’ But I continued 
making the du‘ad’ and Allah ta‘ala blessed me with 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave her 
two grinding stones, a water-pot, and a leather 
pillow which was filled with date leaves. The same 
items were also given to the other pure wives of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


The order to observe purdah with Hadrat Ibn Umm 
Maktum radiyallahu ‘anhu 


Hadrat Ibn Umm Makttm radiyallahu ‘anhu was a 
senior Sahabi from the Quraysh, and a mu’adh- 
dhin of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 
Because he was blind, he used to frequent the 
rooms of the pure wives. When he approached one 
day, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said 


to Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha and 
Hadrat Maymunah radiyallahu ‘anha to observe 
purdah with him. They said: “O Rastlullah! He is a 
blind person.” Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam asked: “But you are not blind, you can seen 
him.” 


Merits and virtues 


Although all the pure wives of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam_ were highly 
knowledgeable, none could compare with Hadrat 
‘Aishah radiyallahu ‘anhad and Hadrat Umm 
Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha. Mahmud ibn Labid 
writes: 
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“The wives of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam used to memorize many Ahadith from him, 
but none could compare with Hadrat ‘A’ishah and 
Hadrat Umm Salamah.” 


Marwan ibn Hakam used to ask them questions, 
and openly say: 


“How can we ask anyone else when the wives of 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam are 
present amongst us?” 


Hadrat Abu Hurayrah and Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
radiyallahu ‘anhuma who were themselves oceans 
of knowledge were dependent on her knowledge. A 
large group of Tabiin would remain at her door, 
seeking knowledge from her. She used to read the 
Qur’an very well, in the manner in which 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to 
read. Someone asked her one day: “What was the 
manner of Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam recitation of the Qur’an?” She replied: “He 
used to read each verse separately.” She then 
demonstrated how he used to read. 


She was enthusiastic about listening to Hadith. 
She was combing her hair one day when 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam stood up 
to deliver a sermon. The moment he said: “O 
people!”, she tied her hair hastily, stood up and 
listened to the entire sermon. 


Note: Such was her enthusiasm to listen to the 
words of advice and guidance of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. When she heard 
anything, she learnt it, memorized it, conveyed it 
to others, and taught it to them. Her narrations 
are testimony to this. (compiler) 


Habits 


She used to fast three days in the week (Monday, 
Thursday and Friday). She was always in search of 
ways to earn rewards. Her children from her 
previous marriage were with her and she was very 
meticulous in the manner in which she nurtured 
them. She asked Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 


sallam in this regard: “Will I be rewarded for this?” 
He replied: “Yes.” 


She used to join Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam in good deeds. The verse with reference to 
purification was revealed in her house. Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam called for Hadrat 
Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha, Hadrat Hasan and 
Hadrat Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhumda. He covered 
them with a shawl and said: “O Allah! These are 
my family members. Remove impurities from them 
and purify them.” When Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha heard this du‘a’, she said: “O 
Rastlullah! Am I also with them.” Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “You have a 
rank, and you enjoy an excellent rank.” 


She was particular about enjoining good and 
forbidding evil. Some of the leaders made changes 
to the salah times, i.e. they left the desirable 
(mustahab) times of salah. Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha warned them in this regard. Her 
nephew performed two rak‘ats of salah one day. 
The place of prostration (sajdah) was dusty, so he 
dusted it while going into prostration. Umm 
Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha stopped him, saying: 
“This action is against the practice of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. One of Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam slaves did this on one 
occasion and he stopped him from doing it. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said to 
him: 
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“May your face get dusty in Allah’s path.” 


Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha was very 
generous and encouraged others to do the same. 


She was the last of the pure wives to pass away. 
She was still alive at the time when Hadrat 
Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhu was martyred. She fell 
unconscious when she heard about his martyrdom 
and was very saddened by it. She did not live for 
long after that. 


She was from among the early emigrants to 
Madinah Munawwarah and she is enumerated 
among the Sahabiyat who were jurists. 


Demise 


She passed away in 61 A.H. Walid ibn ‘Utbah (the 
grandson of Hadrat Abu Sufyan radiyallahu ‘anhu) 
was the governor of Madinah at the time. Hadrat 
Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha had made a 
bequest that he should not perform her janazah 
salah. He therefore went out of the city and sent 
Hadrat Abu MHurayrah radiyallahu ‘anha who 
performed her janazah salah. She was buried in 
Baqi. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her grave. (Siyar 
as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 65) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Umm Habibah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name, lineage and acceptance of Islam 


Her name was Ramlah, her kunniyyat was Umm 
Habibah, her father was Abt Sufyan radiyallahu 
‘anhu, and her mother was Safiyyah bint Abt al- 
‘As who was the paternal aunt of Hadrat ‘Uthman 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. Hadrat Umm _  Habibah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was born 17 years before 
prophet-hood. She was married to ‘Ubaydullah ibn 
Jahsh, embraced Islam with him, and emigrated to 
Abyssinia. On going to Abyssinia, ‘Ubaydullah 
adopted Christianity. He also asked Umm Habibah 
radiyallahu ‘anha to follow suit, but she refused 
and remained steadfast on Islam. ‘Ubaydullah 
then passed away there. 


Marriage to Rastlullah_sallallahu_‘alayhi_wa 
sallam 


When her ‘iddah expired, Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam sent ‘Amr ibn Umayyah Damuri 
to Najashi with a marriage proposal. When Najashi 
received the proposal, he sent his slave-girl, 
Abrahah, to Umm UHabibah radiyallahu ‘anha 
informing her that Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam wrote to him with a marriage proposal 
in her favour. Khalid ibn Sa‘iid Umawi was 
appointed as the representative. On hearing this 
good news, Umm Habibah radiyallahu ‘anha gave 
two silver bangles and some rings to Abrahah. 


In the evening, Najashi called for Ja‘far ibn Abi 
Talib radiyallahu ‘anhu and the other Muslims, 
performed the nikah (marriage ceremony), and 
gave 400 dinars as dowry on behalf of Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. After the nikah, Umm 
Habibah radiyallahu ‘anha left Abyssinia and 
proceeded for Madinah. Rastlullah  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam was at Khaybar at the time. 


Children 


From her first husband she had a son, ‘Abdullah, 
and a daughter by the name of Habibah. Habibah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was nurtured by Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and she got married 
to Da’ud ibn ‘Urwah ibn Mas‘tad who was the chief 
leader of the Thaqif tribe. (Siyar as-Sahabah) 


Respect for Rasulullah — sallallahu_‘alayhi__wa 
sallam 


Umm Habibah’s radiyallahu ‘anha father, Abu 
Sufyan [who was not a Muslim as yet], came to 
Madinah for an extension in the peace treaty of 
Hudaybiyah. Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam did not accept, so he went to his daughter. 
When he was about to sit on Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam blessed bed, Umm 
Habibah radiyallahu ‘anha folded it. Abu Sufyan 
said: “O daughter! Have you moved this bed from 
me, or moved me from this bed?” She replied: 
“This is Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
bed and you are an impure idol-worshipper.” He 
said: “O daughter! Something has happened to you 
since you left me.” (Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala) 


Practising on Hadith 


She was very firm about practising on Hadith and 
would emphasize on others to do the same. 


She heard from Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam on one occasion: “A house in Paradise will 
be constructed for the person who performs twelve 
rak‘ats of optional salah in a day.” She says: 
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When she was approaching her death, she called 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhad and Hadrat 
Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha, and said: “The 
misunderstanding and disputes which normally 
take place among co-wives took place among us as 
well. I ask you to pardon me.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha relates: “I 
pardoned her and made du'‘a’ for her forgiveness. 
So she said: ‘You have made me happy. May Allah 
ta‘ala keep you happy.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! This shows the importance of 
pardoning whole-heartedly. Many such stories and 
incidents have been narrated by myself in the 
book, I‘tiraf-e-Dhuntub wa Qusur. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 44 A.H. in the era of Hadrat 
Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu ‘anhu. (Siyar A‘lam an- 
Nubala’, Sifatus Safwah) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Zaynab bint 
Jahsh radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name was Zaynab, her kunniyyat was Umm 
al-Hakim, her father was Jahsh, and her mother 
was Umaymah who was the daughter of ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib, the grandfather of Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa_ sallam. Thus, MHadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha was Rasulullah’s  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam cousin. 


Acceptance of Islam 


She embraced Islam in the early days. The book, 
Usud al-Ghabah states: 


ere) acs Cle 
“She was an early adherent to Islam.” 


Marriage 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got her 
married to Zayd ibn Harithah radiyallahu ‘anhu 
who was his freed slave and “adopted” son. Hadrat 
Zayd radiyallahu ‘anhu came to Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and complained about 
her and expressed his intention to divorce her: 
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“Zayd ibn Harithah came and said: ‘O Rastlullah! 
Zaynab is sharp-tongued to me, and I want to 
divorce her.” 


But Rasulullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam 
repeatedly advised him not to divorce her. The 
Qur’an says: 
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“When you said to him upon whom Allah had 
shown favour and upon whom you had shown 
favour: ‘Keep your wife to yourself and fear Allah.” 
(Surah al-Ahzab, 33: 37) 


But the two could not reconcile in any way and 
Hadrat Zayd radiyallahu ‘anhu eventually divorced 
her. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then 
wanted to marry her in order to appease her. 
However, until then, the Arabs considered an 
“adopted” son to be like one’s own son. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam therefore hesitated in 
this regard like the rest of the Arabs. But since 
this was solely a practice of jahiliyyah and Allah 
ta‘ala wanted to wipe it off, the following verse was 
revealed: 
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“And you were concealing in your heart something 
which Allah wants to reveal, and you were fearing 
the people. Whereas you ought to fear Allah more.” 
(Surah al-Ahzab, 33: 37) 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked 
Hadrat Zayd radiyallahu ‘anha to convey his 
proposal to Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha. 
When he went to her house, she was busy making 
dough. He was about to look at her, but then 
thought something to himself, turned his face 
away and said: “O Zaynab! I have come with 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam proposal. 
She replied: “I cannot say anything without first 
making istikharah (seeking guidance from Allah 
ta‘ala).” Saying this, she went and stood on her 
musalla (prayer mat). 


In the meantime, the following verse was revealed 
to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam: 
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“When Zayd accomplished his purpose with that 
woman, We gave her to you in marriage.” (Surah 
al-Ahzab, 33: 37) 


Thus, the marriage was solemnized. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam went to her house and 
entered it without seeking permission [because she 
was now his wife]. Later in the day, a walimah 
meal was prepared. This meal was a _ true 
manifestation of Islamic simplicity. Bread and 
curry was prepared. Hadrat Umm Sulaym 
radiyallahu ‘anha who was from the Ansar, an 
aunt of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
and the mother of Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu 
sent malidah (sweetmeat made with wheat flour). 


When everything was ready, Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam sent Hadrat Anas radiyallahu 
‘anhu to call the people. Three hundred people 
attended. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
divided the people into groups of ten. The groups 
will take turns to eat and depart. (Siyar as- 
Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 74) 


Note: This was the walimah of the Prince of both 
the worlds sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Without 
going into any formalities, whatever was available 
was presented. If we —- his followers - could 
emulate him, we will avoid many complications 
and problems. (compiler) 


Allah ta‘’ala personally got Hadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha married to Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam without any representative or 
witness. She used to mention this with pride to the 
other wives and say to them: “Your marriages were 
arranged by your family members, whereas Allah 
ta‘ala arranged my marriage on the ‘Arsh 
(Throne).” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said with 
regard to her: 


“The one who has the longest hand [is the most 
charitable] amongst you [pure wives] will join me 
first.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha relates: “Hadrat 
Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha used to engage in 


handicrafts, and whatever she earned would be 
given in charity.” (Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala) 


Character 


Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha says: 
aalGs wales dolls CS Gs 


“Zaynab was a righteous woman, she used to fast 
a lot, and perform salah in abundance.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: “I have not 
seen a woman more religious, more fearful of Allah 
ta‘ala, more truthful, more concerned about 
maintaining family ties, more charitable, and one 
who does deeds in abundance which would earn 
one proximity to Allah ta‘ala than Zaynab bint 
Jahsh radiyallahu ‘anha.” 


Hadrat Zaynab’s radiyallahu ‘anha abstinence and 
piety can be gauged from the following incident: 
When Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhad was 
slandered, Hadrat Zaynab’s sister, Hamnah, was 
also among those who slandered her. But when 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked 
Hadrat Zaynab about Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s moral 
character, she replied: 


“I know nothing but goodness about her.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhad acknowledged 
her honesty and sincerity. 


Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha used to remain 
engrossed in worship with humility and servitude. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
distributing some goods among the Muhajirin and 
Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha said something 
in this regard. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu 
reprimanded her, so Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam said: “Pardon her, she is a woman who 
humbles herself [before Allah ta‘ala].” 


She was very content and generous by nature. She 
used to earn her own living by occupying herself in 
handicrafts and spend her earnings in Allah’s 
path. Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: 
“When Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha passed 
away, the poor and needy of Madinah became 
quite worried and concerned.” (Siyar as-Sahabah, 
vol. 6, p. 78) 


Demise 


She passed away in 20 A.H. Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu performed her janazah salah. 
She was fifty three years old at the time. (Sifatus 
Safwah) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Juwayriyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Juwayriyah, she is from the Mustaliq 
family of the Khuza‘ah tribe, and her father’s name 
is Harith who was the chief of the Mustaliq family. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Juwayriyah radiyallahu ‘anha was first 
married to a person from her tribe, and his name 
was Musafi ibn Safwan. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, 
p. 78) 


Hadrat Juwayriyah’s radiyallahu ‘anha father was 
a chief of the Arabs. When she was captured [as a 
prisoner of war], her father came to Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and_ said: “My 
daughter cannot be a prisoner of war. My status is 
above that. I am the chief of my tribe and a senior 
leader of the Arabs. I request you to free her.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Will 
it not be better if we leave it to Juwayriyah to 
decide?” Harith went to Juwayriyah and said: 
“Muhammad [sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam| has left 
the matter in your hands. Be careful, do not 
disgrace me.” She said: “I prefer living in the 
service of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” 
And so, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
married her. 


Deeds 


She relates: “Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam came to me one morning while I was 
engaged in reading tasbih (glorifying Allah ta‘ald). 
He left for his work and returned at about noon 
and asked: ‘Have you been sitting here all this 
time?’ I replied: ‘Yes.’ He said: Let me teach you 
some words which will be equal in weight to all 
that you read [since the morning]. They are: 


ei emer by Ge et 
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“Glory to Allah ta’ala equal to the number of His 
creation.” 


aie fi 5 ai Oni 
“Glory to Allah ta‘ala equal to the weight of His 
Throne.” 
tol Uy di le 
“Glory to Allah ta’ala equal to His pleasure.” 
a 
“Glory to Allah ta’ala equal to the number of His 
words.” 
Each of the above must be read three times. 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala enable us all to practise on 
this. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 50 A.H. or 52 A.H. at the age 
of sixty five. (Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, Sifatus 
Safwah) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Hafsah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Hafsah and she was Hadrat ‘Umar’s 
radiyallahu ‘anhu daughter. Her mother’s name 
was Zaynab bint Mazun. MHadrat MHafsah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was born five years before 
prophet-hood. The Quraysh were busy 
constructing the Ka‘bah at the time. Her first 
marriage was with Khunays ibn Hudhafah who 
was from the Banu Sahm family. 


She embraced Islam together with her parents and 
husband. 


Emigration and second marriage 


She emigrated to Madinah with her husband. 
Hadrat Khunays radiyallahu ‘anhu was injured in 
the battle of Badr, and passed away on his return. 
When her ‘tddah expired, Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu became concerned about getting 
her married. Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam expressed his desire to marry her and the 
marriage took place. 


Character 


The Tabaqat Ibn Sa‘d says with regard to her 
character: 


dal’gb dal so LA 


“She used to spend the days fasting and the night 
in worship.” 


Another narration says: 
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“Hadrat Hafsah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away 
while she was fasting.” 


Hadrat Hafsah radiyallahu ‘anha had a slightly 
sharp temperament. She would occasionally back 
answer Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


The Sahih Bukhari relates from Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu himself: “During the days of 
jahiliyyah we would give no latitude whatsoever to 
our women. Islam accorded them a certain 
position and Qur’anic verses were revealed with 
regard to them. In this way, we learnt of their high 
and lofty position. One day, my wife gave me her 
opinion concerning a certain matter. I said to her: 
‘Who asked you for your opinion?’ She replied: ‘O 
Ibn Khattab! You cannot tolerate anything which I 
say, whereas your daughter backchats Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, and this causes him 
much grief.” 


[Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu continues]: “I got 
up and went to Hafsah. I said to her: ‘O my 
daughter! I have heard that you  backchat 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam!?’ She 
replied: ‘Yes. We [wives] do this.’ I said: ‘Beware! I 
warn you of Allah’s punishment. Do not compete 
with that woman [‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha] who 


is proud of her beauty because of Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam love for her.” 


A narration in Tirmidhi states: “Hadrat Safiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was crying one day. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam came and asked her 
the reason for crying. She replied: ‘Hafsah referred 
to me as the daughter of a Jew.’ Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: ‘O Hafsah! Fear 
Allah.” He then turned to Safiyyah and _ said: 
‘Hadrat Hartn ‘alayhis salam was a Prophet and 
you are from his family. Your uncle, Musa ‘alayhis 
salam was also a Prophet. And you are now 
married to a Prophet. Now on what basis can 
Hafsah boast over you?” (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, 
p. 53) 


On one occasion, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam issued a revocable divorce to her. Hadrat 
Jibrail ‘alayhis salam descended and asked him to 
revoke the divorce because: “She fasts a_ lot, 
spends a lot of time in worship, and she will be 
your wife in Paradise.” (al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah, 
vol. 8, p. 30) 


A group of Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and 
Tabiwtn related Ahadith from her. 


Demise 


Hadrat Hafsah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away in 
Madinah in Sha‘ban 45 A.H. This was during the 
caliphate of Hadrat Amir Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu 
‘anhu. Marwan, who was the governor of Madinah 
at the time, performed her janazah salah and 


carried the funeral bier for quite a distance. 
Hadrat Abu Hurayrah radiyallahu ‘anhu then 
conveyed it to her grave. Hadrat’s Hafsah’s 
brother, Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhu, and his sons, ‘Asim, Salim, ‘Abdullah and 
Hamzah, lowered her into her grave. (Siyar as- 
Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 50) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Sayyidah 
Saudah radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name, lineage and marriage 


Her name is Saudah, her father’s name is Zam‘ah, 
and she was from the ‘Amir ibn Luwayy tribe 
which was a prominent tribe of the Quraysh. She 
was married to Hadrat Sukran ibn ‘Amr 
radiyallahu ‘anhu who was her father’s cousin. 


Acceptance of Islam 


She was honoured with embracing Islam at the 
beginning. Her husband also embraced Islam with 
her. Thus, they were among the early adherents to 
Islam. She and her husband remained in Makkah 
until the first emigration to Abyssinia. But when 
there was no end to the oppression and 
persecution of the idol worshippers, a large group 
of Muslims decided to emigrate. Saudah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and her husband joined this 
group. They lived in Abyssinia for several years 
and then returned to Makkah. Her husband 
passed away a short while later. 


Hadrat Saudah’s merits 


From among his pure wives, Hadrat Saudah 
radiyallahu ‘anha enjoys the merit of being the 
first woman to marry Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam after the death of Hadrat Khadijah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam was quite grief-stricken by the death of 
Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha. On seeing his 


condition, Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha, the 
wife of Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘un radiyallahu 
‘anhu, said to him: “You need a spouse and 
partner.” Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
replied: “Yes, Hadrat Khadijah used to see to the 
children and run the entire house.” After obtaining 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam approval, 
she went to Saudah’s father, greeted him in the 
pre-Islamic way by saying: 


bis pal 
“May you have a good morning.” 


And conveyed the marriage proposal to him. The 
father replied: “Yes. Muhammad is a_ noble 
person.” When all the other arrangements were 
made, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
presented himself, and Hadrat Saudah’s father 
performed the marriage. The dowry was fixed at 
400 dirhams. 


The marriage to Hadrat Saudah radiyallahu ‘anha 
took place in Ramadan, in the tenth year of 
prophet-hood. Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam marriage to her and to Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was around the same time. 


Some narrations state that while Hadrat Saudah’s 
first husband was alive, she saw a dream. When 
she related it to him, he said: “My time of death is 
probably drawing near and you will marry 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” This 
dream was realized to the letter. 


General conditions 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
emigrated to Madinah in the 13t year of prophet- 
hood, he sent Hadrat Zayd ibn MHarithah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu to Makkah to bring Hadrat 
Saudah radiyallahu ‘anha and the others. She and 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha came _ to 
Madinah with him. 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
performed hajj in 10 A.H., Hadrat Saudah 
radiyallahu ‘anha accompanied him. She was 
quite tall and large built, and could therefore not 
move swiftly. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam permitted her to leave for Muzdalifah before 
the others because it will be difficult for her to 
move about in the crowds. 


Character 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: 
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“There was no woman in whose appearance I 
wished to be except Saudah.” 


She surpassed all the other pure wives in her 
obedience and submission. On the occasion of the 
Farewell Pilgrimage, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam addressed the pure wives and 
instructed them to remain in their homes after 
him. Hadrat Saudah radiyallahu ‘anha adhered 
strictly to this instruction and never went for hajj 


thereafter. She used to say: “I have performed hajj 
and ‘umrah, and will now remain in my house as 
per Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
instruction.” 


She also distinguished herself in her generosity 
and big-heartedness. She surpassed all the other 
pure wives in this regard apart from MHadrat 
‘Aishah radiyallahu ‘anhad. Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu sent a bag to her on one 
occasion. She asked the person who brought it: 
“What is in it?” He replied: “Dirhams.” She said: 
“Are dirhams sent in bags as dates are sent!>?” 
Saying this, she distributed all the money 
immediately. 


She also held a distinguished position as regards 
giving preference to others over her self. She and 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha had come into 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam marriage 
one after the other. However, she was quite old 
and when she got more old, she thought 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam_ will 
divorce her and she will be deprived of his blessed 
company. She therefore gave her turn to Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha who accepted it gladly. 


She was quite amusing - at times she would walk 
in such a way that Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam would burst out laughing. She said to 
him on one occasion: “I joined you in salah last 
night. You remained in ruku‘ for so long that I 
thought my nose would start to bleed. That is why 
I held my nose for quite some time.” On hearing 


this, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam 
began to smile. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 31) 


Demise 


The wives were seated with Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam on one occasion. She asked him: 
“O Rasulullah! Which of us will pass away first?” 
He replied: “The one whose hand is the longest.” 
They took the obvious meaning and _ began 
measuring their hands. Hadrat Saudah’s hand 
was the longest. But when Hadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha passed away first, they realized 
he was referring to generosity. 


Nevertheless, Waqidi rahimahullah states that she 
passed away in 54 A.H. But more reliable 
narrations state that she passed away towards the 
end of the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhu, and he passed away in 23 A.H. Hadrat 
Saudah radiyallahu ‘anha thus passed away in 22 
A.H. This is related by Khamis and is the most 
authentic. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 31) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Zaynab Umm 
al-Masakin radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name was Zaynab and her father was 
Khuzaymah. She used to feed the poor and needy 
a lot. That is why she became well known by the 
kunniyyat of Umm al-Masakin (the mother of the 
poor). 


She was first married to ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. He was martyred in the battle of 
Uhud and Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
married her in the same year. 


Demise 


She lived with Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam for just 2-3 months and passed away. To 
Allah we belong and to Him is our return. After 
Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha, she was the 
only wife who passed away in Rasutlullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam life. Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhit wa_sallam_ performed her 
janazah salah and she was buried in Jannatul 
Baqi. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her grave. She 
was thirty years old at the time. (Siyar as- 
Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 55) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Maymuinah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Maymtnah, she is from the Quraysh 
tribe, her father is Harith, and her mother was 
from the Himyar tribe, and her name was Hind 
bint ‘Auf. 


Marriage 


She was first married to Mas‘tud ibn ‘Amr ibn 
‘Umayr Thaqafi but was separated from him for 
some reason. She then married Abu Rahm ibn 
‘Abd al-‘Uzza. When he passed away in 7 A.H., 
people tried to get her married to Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam left for Makkah in Dhut al- 
Qa‘dah 7 A.H. with the intention of performing 
‘umrah. He got married to Hadrat Maymutnah 
radiyallahu ‘anha while he was in thram. Hadrat 
‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu was the representative 
for the marriage. 


Abu. Rafi® (Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam slave) took Hadrat Maymtnah radiyallahu 
‘anha to Sarif and the marriage was consummated 
here. This was Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam last marriage, and Hadrat Maymunah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was his last wife. 


Character 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: 
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“Hadrat Maymunah was the most fearful of Allah 
ta‘ala from amongst all of us, and she was most 
mindful of maintaining family ties.” 


She would always pay special attention to carrying 
out Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
orders. Her slave girl, Badiyah, went to the house 
of Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu on one 
occasion. She noticed that the beds of husband 
and wife were laid quite far apart. She thought 
that a dispute must have taken place between 
them. But on inquiry, she learnt that Ibn ‘Abbas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu used to separate their beds 
whenever his wife was in her menses. The slave 
girl came and informed Hadrat Maymunah 
radiyallahu ‘anha about this, who sent her back to 
ask them: “Why are you turning away from the 
ways of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam? 
He used to continue sleeping on people’s beds.” 


Hadrat Maymunah radiyallahu ‘anha would 
occasionally take loans. She took a large loan on 
one occasion. Someone said to her: “How will you 
pay it back?” She replied: “Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam said: ‘When a person has an 
intention to pay back his debt, Allah ta‘ala 
personally takes it upon Himself to pay it for the 


999 


person. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at how much conviction 
she had in Rasutlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam teaching! It is a fact - such excellent 


qualities were found among all the male and 
female Companions of Rasulullah_ sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. May Allah ta‘ala bless us with 
such qualities as well. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 


By a strange coincidence, Hadrat Maymtnah 
radiyallahu ‘anha passed away in Sarif — the very 
same place where she married Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu performed her janadzah salah 
and lowered her into her grave. It is mentioned in 
the Sithah that when her janadzah was carried, 
Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu said: “This is 
the wife of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 
Do not shake the bier too much. Handle it gently.” 


There are differences of opinion with regard to the 
year of her demise. But the correct opinion is that 
she passed away in 51 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala be 
pleased with her. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 87) 


Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Safiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her actual name was Zaynab. She came into the 
specific share of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam after the Khaybar expedition. The share 
which falls specifically into the lot of the imam or 
ruler is referred to as Safiyyah by the Arabs. This 
is why she is known by this name. 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha enjoys a royal 
lineage from both her paternal and maternal sides. 
Her father was Huyayy ibn Akhtab who was the 
chief of the Bant Nadir tribe and a descendant of 
Hadrat Hartn ‘alayhis salam. Her mother, Dard, 
was the daughter of Samwal, the leader of the 
Qurayzah. These two tribes (Banu Nadir and 
Qurayzah) were considered to be the most 
distinguished tribes of the Banu Isra’7l. They had 
settled down in the northern parts of Arabia since 
a long time. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha was first 
married to Salam ibn Mishkam Qurazi. When he 
divorced her, she married Kinanah ibn Abi Lahqiq 
who was the nephew of Abt Rafi‘, a senior trader 
of the Hijaz and chief of Khaybar. Kinanah was 
killed in the battle of Khaybar. When all the 
prisoners of war from Khaybar were gathered, 
Hadrat Dihyah Kalbi radiyallahu ‘anhu asked 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam for a slave 


woman. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
permitted him to choose whomever he likes. He 
chose Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha. But a 
Sahabi came to Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam and said: “You gave Safiyyah, the noble 
woman of the Bantu Nadir and Qurayzah to 
Dihyah!? She is suited to none except you.” What 
he meant was that she could not be treated like 
ordinary women. And so, Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam gave another slave woman to 
Dihyah, freed Hadrat Safiyyah and married her. 


The marriage was consummated in Sahba on his 
return from Khaybar. Whatever food was available 
was gathered and presented as the walimah meal. 
When they left Sahba, Rasulullah _ sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam seated her on his camel and 
covered her with his cloak. This was like an 
announcement informing the people that she is 
now one of his pure wives. 


Appearance and character 


She was a bit short and beautiful. She possessed 
many merits. Usud al-Ghabah states: 


clus! sic oe Able Cle 
“She was from among the intelligent women.” 
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“Safiyyah was an intelligent, forbearing and 
distinguished woman.” 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu§ ‘anha loved 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam a lot. 
When he fell ill, she exclaimed with sorrow: “If only 
your illness was transferred to me.” The other pure 
wives began looking at her, so Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “She is speaking 
the truth.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam also loved 
her tremendously and would show his affection for 
her on every occasion. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was on a 
journey and his pure wives were with him. Hadrat 
Saftyyah’s radiyallahu ‘anha camel fell ill. Hadrat 
Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha had an extra camel so 
he asked her to lend it to Hadrat Safiyyah. She 
replied: “Do you want me to give my camel to that 
Jew?” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
became displeased with Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha 
and did not go to her for two months. 


On one occasion, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha spoke in a mocking tone about Hadrat 
Safityyah’s height [she was a bit short]. So 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “O 
‘A’ishah! You have made such a serious statement 
that if it was mixed in the ocean, it will make it 
muddy.” 


While on the hajj journey, Hadrat Safityyah’s camel 
sat down and she was left in the rear [of the 
caravan]. When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam passed by her, he found her weeping and 
crying. He wiped her tears with his shawl and 


blessed hands. The more he wiped her tears, the 
more she cried. (Sityar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 90) 


Demise 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away in 
Ramadan 50 A.H. and was buried in Jannatul 
Baqi. She was sixty years old at the time. She left 
behind 100 000 (dirhams or dinars) and wrote one 
third of it in favour of her Jewish nephew. 


Note: Glory to Allah! We learn from this that it is 
not a materialistic trait to leave behind wealth as 
inheritance. (compiler) 


Sayyidah Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu 
‘anha 


Birth 


She is the eldest daughter of Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. She was born ten years before 
prophet-hood when Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam was thirty years old. 


Marriage 


She was married to Hadrat Abt al-‘As ibn ar-Rabi' 
in Makkah. He did not embrace Islam in the 
beginning, but did not divorce Hadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha when the idol worshippers asked 
him to do so. On hearing about his refusal, 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was very 
pleased and said: “Abt al-‘As has proved to be a 
good son-in-law.” 


Children 


Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha had_ two 
children, ‘Ali and Umamah radiyallahu ‘anhuma. 
According to one narration, ‘Ali passed away when 
he was an infant. But narrations in general state 
that he reached an age of maturity. Ibn ‘Asakir 
rahimahullah states that he was martyred in the 
battle of Yarmtk, and he was seated behind 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam during the 
Conquest of Makkah. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 
95) 


Emigration 


Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha emigrated to 
Madinah Munawwarah in 2 A.H. after the battle of 
Badr. Hadrat Aba al-‘As ibn ar-Rabi°’ then 
emigrated a few years later and embraced Islam. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam performed 
a second marriage for them. She remained in his 
marriage until the end.! 


Demise 


She passed away in 8 A.H. She was bathed by 
Hadrat Umm Ayman, Hadrat Saudah, Hadrat 
Umm Salamah and Hadrat Umm ‘Attiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anhunna. The method of bathing her 
was shown to them by Rastlullah _ sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. He performed the janazah 
salah, went personally into her grave, and lowered 
her into it. The effects of grief and sadness were 
visibly seen on his blessed face. May Allah ta‘ala 
illuminate her grave. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 
95) 


1 Maulana ‘Ashiq [lahi Bulandshahri: Rasétlullah ki 
Sahibzadiya, p. 16. 


Sayyidah Hadrat Ruqayyah radiyallahu 
‘anha 


Birth 


She is the second daughter of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She was born when 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was thirty 
three years old. 


Marriage 


She was first married to ‘Utbah, the son of Abt 
Lahab. This marriage took place before prophet- 
hood. Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
third daughter, Hadrat Umm Kulthtm radiyallahu 
‘anha, was married to ‘Utaybah, another son of 
Abu Lahab. When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam was commissioned as a Prophet and he 
announced his call towards Islam, Abu Lahab got 
his sons together and said: “If you do not divorce 
the daughters of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam), I will sever all ties with you.” Both sons 
carried out their father’s wish. Rasutlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got Hadrat Ruqayyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha married to Hadrat ‘Uthman 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


General conditions 


Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu emigrated to 
Abyssinia in the fifth year of prophet-hood. Hadrat 
Rugayyah radiyallahu ‘anha accompanied him. 
When she returned, Makkah had become even 
more dangerous than before. She _ therefore 


emigrated a second time, and _  Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam did not know much 
about her condition. A woman _ informed 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam that she 
had seen her. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam made du‘d’ for her and said: “Hadrat 
‘Uthman is the first person after Hadrat Ibrahim 
and Hadrat Lut ‘alayhimas salam who made hiyrah 
with his wife.” 


This time, she remained for a longer period in 
Abyssinia. The Muslims of Abyssinia received 
information that Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam intends emigrating to Madinah 
Munawwarah. So some of them, including Hadrat 
‘Uthman and Hadrat Ruqayyah, returned to 
Makkah. They then obtained Rasutlullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam permission to 
emigrate to Madinah Munawwarah. They 
proceeded and stayed over in the house of Aus ibn 
Thabit radiyallahu ‘anhu who was the brother of 
Hadrat Hassan ibn Thabit radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Children 


During her stay in Abyssinia, a son was born to 
her and he was named ‘Abdullah. A fowl pecked 
him on his face one day and he passed away. He 
was six years old at the time. Hadrat Ruqayyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha did not have any children after 
‘Abdullah. 


Appearance 


Hadrat Rugqayyah radiyallahu ‘anha was an 
attractive woman. Zurqani rahimahullah states: 
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“She was a woman of captivating beauty.” (Siyar 
as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 99) 


Demise 


The battle of Badr took place in 2 A.H. Hadrat 
Rugayyah radiyallahu ‘anha was afflicted with 
measles and she was’ experiencing much 
discomfort. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam was making preparations for Badr at the 
time. When he departed for the battle, he 
instructed Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu to 
tend to her. Hadrat Ruqayyah radiyallahu ‘anha 
passed away on the very day when Hadrat Zayd 
ibn Harithah radiyallahu ‘anhu entered Madinah 
to announce the victory at Badr. Rasutlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam could not be present 
in her janazah because of the battle. But when he 
was informed of her demise upon his return, he 
was extremely grief-stricken. He went to her grave 
and said: “Uthman ibn Maz‘tn departed first. Now 
you may also join him.” This statement caused the 
women to wail and weep. Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu got up to whip them. But 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam held his 
hand and said: “There is nothing wrong in crying. 


But to wail and weep is a Satanic act, and we 
should abstain from it.” 


Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha came _ to 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and sat 
down near the grave. She continued crying and 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam continued 
wiping her tears with his clothes. May Allah ta‘ala 
be pleased with all of them. 


Sayyidah Hadrat Umm Kulthum 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


She is the third daughter of Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and is well known by her 
kunniyyat. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Umm Kulthum radiyallahu ‘anha was 
married to ‘Utaybah, the second son of Abu Lahab. 
She had not left her parents home as yet when her 
husband, acting under Abt Lahab’s_ orders, 
divorced her. When Hadrat Rugqayyah radiyallahu 
‘anha passed away in 3 A.H., Hadrat ‘Uthman 
radiyallahu ‘anhu married her in Madinah in Rabi 
al-Awwal. He enjoys this distinguished position 
and is therefore known as Dhun Nutrayn (the one 
who married two lights [daughters] of Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam). Hadrat Umm 
Kulthaum radiyallahu ‘anha remained in Hadrat 
‘Uthman’s radiyallahu ‘anha marriage for six years 
and passed away. She did not have any children. 


Demise 


She passed away in Sha‘ban 9 A.H. Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was very much pained 
by her demise. When he sat at her grave, tears 
began flowing from his eyes. Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam performed her janazah salah. 
Hadrat Abu Talhah, Hadrat ‘Ali, Fadl ibn ‘Abbas, 
and Usamah ibn Zayd radiyallahu ‘anhum lowered 


her into the grave. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her 
grave. (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 100) 


Sayyidah Hadrat Fatimah az-Zahra’ 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name, lineage and birth 


Her name is Fatimah, and she is the fourth and 
youngest daughter of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. 


The author of al-Isabah says that Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was born when Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was forty one years 
old. 


Mada’ini says that she was born when Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was thirty five years 
old. The Quraysh were busy with the construction 
of the Ka‘bah at the time and Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam was also occupied with them. 


Bravery 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
instructed by Allah ta‘ala to convey Islam and to 
invite the people towards the oneness of Allah 
ta‘ala, the Quraysh became his enemies and began 
inflicting various types of torments on him. 


On one occasion Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam was performing salah near the Ka‘bah. 
Some of the Quraysh were seated nearby when a 
wretched person among them made a challenge by 
saying: “Such and such family has slaughtered a 
camel. Which of you has the courage to bring its 
intestines, blood and excreta and place it between 


his [Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam| 
shoulders when he goes into prostration>?” 


On hearing this, the most wretched of those who 
were seated there got up, brought all these filthy 
items and placed them on Rasulullah’s sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam shoulders. Consequently, he 
could not get up from sajdah. On seeing him in 
this condition, these people began laughing, and 
they laughed so much that they began falling onto 
each other. 


Someone went and informed Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha about what transpired. She was 
a young woman at the time. She rushed to 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, removed 
all the impurity from him, cast it aside, and 
reprimanded them. When Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam completed his salah, he made 
du‘a’ against them three times. It was his practice 
to make a du‘d’ three times. And when he asked 
Allah ta‘ala for anything, he repeated it three 
times. First he made a general du‘d’ against the 
Quraysh by saying: 


ak Ede egbl 
“O Allah! Punish the Quraysh.” 
He then made a separate du‘a@’ against each of 
those who were present by mentioning them by 


name. Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
eventually emigrated to Madinah Munawwarah in 


order to save himself from the torments of the 
Quraysh. 


Marriage 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got Hadrat 
Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha married to Hadrat ‘Ali 
radiyallahu ‘anhu in 2 A.H. for a dowry of 400 
mithqdal of silver. She was 15 years and 5’%2 months 
at the time. Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was 21 
years and 5 months old. (al-Isti‘ab) 


On the day when she was to be sent to her 
husband’s house, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam took her with Hadrat Umm Ayman 
radiyallahu ‘anha before the ‘isha salah to Hadrat 
‘Ali’s house. He went to her house again after the 
tsha salah and asked her to bring some water. 
She brought water in a cup, Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam took some into his mouth, then 
sprinkled some of it on her chest and head, and 
made this du‘d’ to Allah ta‘ala: 
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“O Allah! I place her and her progeny under Your 
protection from the accursed Satan.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then 
sprinkled some water between her shoulders. He 
asked Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu to bring some 
water, rinsed his mouth with it, sprinkled it on his 
chest, head and shoulders, and made the same 
du‘a’ which he made for Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. He returned home after this. 


The famous attendant of Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu 
also related details with regard to the marriage of 
Hadrat Sayyidah Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha and 
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu. He _ relates: 
“Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked me 
to summon Abt Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman radiyallahu ‘anhum and a few Ansar. 
When they arrived and took their seats, Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam read the marriage 
sermon and said: ‘Allah ta‘ala instructed me to get 
‘Ali married to Fatimah. I want you to be witness 
to the fact that I got ‘Ali married to Fatimah for a 
dowry of 400 mithqal of silver provided ‘Ali agrees 
to it.’ Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was not 
present at the time.” Some narrations also 
mention 500 dirhams. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then asked 
for dry dates in a tray and said: “Those in whose 
hands the dates fall may take them.” They all did 
this, and Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu entered by 
then. Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam 
smiled when he saw him and said: ‘Allah ta‘ala 
instructed me to get you married to Fatimah for a 
dowry of 400 mithqal of silver. Do you agree to 
this?” He replied: “I agree to it, O Rasulullah!” 
When Hadrat ‘Ali expressed his approval, 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam made this 
du‘a’: 


a0 t vo vre £ BEPC. Byatt eee AOD ARA (AO ee a os 
Lab eS Re 5 Bly USE BU USI Gel URS al Re 


“May Allah ta‘ala keep you together, bestow you 
with good fortune, shower His blessings on you, 
and bring forth many pure offspring from you.” 


Household effects 


It is mentioned in al-Isadbah that Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha the following items for her 
house: a mat [to sleep on], a leather pillow which 
was filled with date leaves, two grinding stones, 
and two water skins. One narration mentions four 
pillows. 


Walimah 


Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu had a walimah (meal 
provided by the husband after the consummation 
of the marriage) the next day. He presented 
whatever he had, viz. wheat bread, dates, harirah 
(flour cooked with milk), cheese, and the meat of 
sheep. 


Distribution of work after the walimah 


Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu did not have any 
workers. The domestic work used to be done by 
both husband and wife. Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam distributed their work as 
follows: Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha will do 
the work which was related to inside the house, 
e.g. sieving the flour, making dough, cooking food, 
making the beds, sweeping, etc. Hadrat ‘Ali 
radiyallahu ‘anhu will do the work which is related 
to outside the house. 


Children 


Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu did not enter into a 
second marriage for as long as Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was alive. Rasulullah’s 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam progeny spread 
through her. His sons all passed away before 
puberty. His daughter, Hadrat Umm Kulthtm 
radiyallahu ‘anha did not have any children. His 
progeny of Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha and 
Hadrat Rugqayyah radiyallahu ‘anha did not 
continue. All the sayyids who are present today, 
and whose blessings the east and west are 
enjoying, are from the progeny of Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. 


Hadrat Hasan radiyallahu ‘anhu was the first to be 
born. He was named by Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. He called out the adhan in his 
ears, and on the day of the ‘aqiqah (seventh day 
after birth) he asked Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu 
‘anha to give in charity silver which is equal to the 
weight of his hair. When she weighed it, it was 
equal to or slightly less than one dirham. 


When the second son born, Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam named him Husayn. A narration 
of Abu Da’id and Nasa’ states that Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam performed the ‘aqiqah 
for both, Hasan and Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhuma. 


When the third son was born, Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam named him Muhassin. 
These three names were the names of the three 
sons of Hadrat Harun ‘alayhis salam. His sons 


names were Shibr, Shabbir and Mushabbir 
(Hasan, Husayn and Muhassin are _ the 
translations of these names). 


Note: We learn a Sunnah of Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam from this. It is preferable to 
name one’s children after pious and righteous 
people. 


Rasulullah sallallahu_‘alayhi_wa_sallam_visits 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha at her house 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha married to 
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu, he visited her the 
same day. He used to go often to her house, 
enquire about her, and play with her children. 


There was an argument between Hadrat ‘Ali 
radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu 
‘anha on one occasion so Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam went to their house and 
reconciled them. When he left their house, 
someone said to him: “When you entered, you did 
not look very happy. But now the signs of 
happiness are visibly seen on your face?” 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam replied: 
“Why should I not be happy when I reconciled my 
two beloveds?” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam went to 
her house on another occasion and noticed that 
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was not present. 
When he asked Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha 
for his whereabouts, she replied: “We had an 


argument, so he left the house in anger and did 
not come here for his gaylulah (siesta).” Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam addressed a person: 
“Go and see where he is.” The person went to look 
for him, returned and said: “He is sleeping in the 
musjid.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
went to the musjid, saw him sleeping, and noticed 
the sheet fallen off his side, causing soil from the 
ground to attach itself on his body. Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam began wiping the soil 
off and said: 
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“Get up, O you who are in the soil. Get up, O you 
who are in the soil.” 


The author of Fath al-Bari extracts several points 
from this incident: 


1. When a person is angry, it is permissible to 
joke with him in a manner which would 
remove his anger. 


2. It is an excellent practice to pacify one’s son- 
in-law and remove his displeasure. 


3. A father can enter his daughter’s house 
without his son-in-law’s permission when he 
knows that he will not disapprove. 


Religious upbringing 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was sent 
into this world by Allah ta‘ala for training and 


purifying the ummah. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam did not excuse anyone from his training 
and spiritual purification. He would instil the fear 
of Allah ta‘ald in all his wives, children, beloveds 
and family members, and make them mindful of 
the Hereafter. 


When the following verse was revealed: 
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Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam warned his 
family members and _ relatives about’ the 
punishment of the Hereafter. He took the names of 
some of the tribes and relatives, and said to them: 
“Save yourselves from the punishment of the 
Hereafter because I will not be able to avail you in 
any way.” (Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal 
rahimahullah) (Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam ki sahibzadiya) 


Her innate modesty 


Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha said to Asma’ 
bint ‘Umays radiyallahu ‘anha: “I dislike the cloth 
which is wrapped around the female corpses 
because the size of the body is visible from it.” She 
said: “O daughter of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam! Can I tell you about something which I 
saw in Abyssinia?” She then asked for a few 
branches of date trees, bent them and placed a 
cloth over them. On seeing this, Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha said: “This is excellent.” 


Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr rahimahullah writes: “She is the 
first woman in Islam whose corpse was covered in 
this way.” (Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, vol. 4, p. 128) 


Note: From this we can gauge Hadrat Fatimah’s 
radiyallahu = ‘anha modesty = and_ absolute 
importance to purdah. This ought to serve as a 
lesson and admonition for the women of this 
ummah. In fact, they ought to be ashamed of 
walking around semi-naked in public and still 
have the audacity of claiming love for Hadrat 
Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha. (compiler) 


Heart-rending incidents 


In his exceptional book, al-Murtada, Hadrat 
Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan WHasani Nadwi 
rahimahullah mentions Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha with much emotion and 
sentiment. On reading it, my [Muhammad Qamar 
az-Zaman] heart was filled with joy and emotion. 
Although I have completed my discussion on her, I 
consider it an honour to quote what the learned 
Maulana wrote. Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala 
alone. 


Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi’s 
rahimahullah article follows: 


She is Fatimah Zahra, a piece of the heart of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. May Allah 
ta‘ala be pleased with her and may He please her. 
She is the youngest daughter of Rasutlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and his most beloved. 
It is narrated that she was born before prophet- 


hood. Mada’ini also affirms this. According to one 
narration, she was born one year and a few days 
before prophet-hood. She was married to Hadrat 
‘Ai ibn Abi Talib radiyallahu ‘anhu in the 
beginning of Muharram 2 A.H.! 


It is established from the al-Amali of Shaykh Abu 
Ja‘far at-Tusi that on the occasion of Hadrat 
Fatimah’s radiyallahu ‘anha marriage, Hadrat Abu 
Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu played a major role in 
preparing, selecting and purchasing her jahiz (the 
household effects and other items normally taken 
by a bride to her matrimonial home). 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhad and Hadrat 
Umm Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha also took a 
special part in preparing Hadrat Fatimah’s 
radiyallahu ‘anha jahiz and preparing the house of 
Hadrat ‘Ali and Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu 
‘anhuma.8 


Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam progeny 
is continuing only through her. She was 15 years 


1 Al-Isdbah, vol. 8, p. 54 (Dar an-Nasfah, Cairo, Egypt). This 
narration is authentic as stated in chapter two (from Shaykh 
al-Islam Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi rahimahullah), and also on 
the basis that Hadrat Hasan radiyallahu ‘anhu was born in 3 
A.H. 


2 Refer to Kitab al-Amali of Shaykh Abu Ja‘far at-Tusi (a 
Shi‘ah scholar), final Najaf edition. 


3 Ibn Majah: Kitab an-Nikah, Bab al-Walimah — quoted from 
the book Ruhamda’ Baynahum of Maulana Muhammad Nafi'. 


and 5 % months old at the time of her marriage to 
Hadrat ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Tabarani rahimahullah narrates that MHadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha used to say: “I have not 
seen anyone better than Fatimah after her noble 
father [Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam|.” 


‘Abd ar-Razzaq rahimahullah narrates from Ibn 
Jurayj that Fatimah was the youngest daughter of 
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the 
most beloved to him. Abu ‘Umar (with whose 
affirmation I am convinced) said: “The eldest of his 
daughters was Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha, then 
Rugayyah radiyallahu ‘anha, followed by Umm 
Kulthaum radiyallahu ‘anha and then Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha.” (Musnad Fatimah az-Zahrda’ of 
Suyuti) 


Hadrat ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Nu‘aym narrates 
from Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri radiyallahu ‘anhu: 

ttl fal lid be 
“Fatimah is the chief of the women of Paradise.” 


The Sahih of Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim 
rahimahumallah narrate from Miswar_ ibn 
Makhramah who said that Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam said the following while he was 
on the pulpit: 
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“Fatimah is a piece of my body. I am pained by 
whatever causes pain to her, and I am grieved by 
whatever causes her grief.” 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha narrates: “I saw 
Fatimah approaching one day and her walk was 
exactly like Rastlullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam.” 


Hadrat ‘Alt radiyallahu ‘anhu did not enter into 
any marriage for as long as she was alive. ‘Uqbah 
ibn Yarim narrates from Abu Tha'‘labah al- 
Khushani who said: “When Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam returned from a battle or a 
journey, it was his practice to go directly to the 
musjid and perform two rak‘ats of salah. He would 
then proceed to visit Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu 
‘anha and thereafter his pure wives.” 


‘A’ishah bint Talhah radiyallahu ‘anha@ narrates 
from Hadrat Umm _é= al-Mu’minin ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha who said: “I have not seen 
anyone more similar in speech and mannerisms to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam than 
Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha.”! 


Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anhad was_ very 
concerned about Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam happiness and pleasure, and did not 
consider anything more dear than it. There are 
many examples of the natural demands of fatherly 


1 Tbn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Qurtubi: al-Isti‘ab ft Ma'rifatil As-hab, 
vol. 4, pp. 374-377. 


love and children’s natural love for parents. We are 
quoting just a few in this regard: 


1. Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhuma narrates: “When Rasutlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam used to depart on a journey, the 
last thing he would do before his departure was to 
meet Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha. And when he 
returned, she was the first person whom he would 
go to meet.” 


When he returned from the expedition to Tabuk, 
he learnt that Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha 
bought a small square cloth which is used to cover 
the head; and she dyed it with saffron. And she 
placed a curtain over her door or (the narrator is 
not sure) laid a carpet in her house. When 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saw all 
this, he turned around and went into the musjid. 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha called for 
Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu and asked him to 
find out why Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam stood at her door and then went back. 
Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu asked him and he 
replied: “I saw these items in her house.” He went 
to her and informed her of what Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said. She immediately 
removed the curtain which was placed over the 
door, the other new items which she had, and 
removed the new dress which she was wearing, 
and wrapped herself in her old patched shawl. 
When Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu informed 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam of all this, 
he went to her house and said: “You must 


continue living in this way. May my parents be 
sacrificed for you.”! 


2. Hadrat Ibn ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates: 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam went 
towards Fatimah’s house one day but did not 
enter. He stood outside and left. When Hadrat ‘Ali 
came home, she informed him about it. He went to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and asked 
him the reason. He replied: “I saw a curtain 
suspended over her door. Of what importance are 
these worldly things to us!?” The narrator says: 
“The curtain was printed.” The narrator continues: 
“Ali went and informed Fatimah of what 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said. She 
sent him back asking Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam what she should do with the curtain. 
She will carry out his instructions. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Send it to the 
house of such and such person, they need it.” 
(ibid) 


3. Hadrat Thauban radiyallahu ‘anha, the slave of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 
“Whenever Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
went on a journey, the last thing he would do is 
visit Fatimah before his departure. And on his 


1 Imam Hammad ibn Is-haq ibn Isma‘ll (199-267 A.H.): Kitab 
Tarakah an-Nabi sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam wa as-Subul al- 
latt wajjahaha fiha. Researched by Doctor Diya’ al-‘Umri 
(Jami‘ah Islamiyyah Madinah Munawwarah edition), printed 
in 1404 A.H./1984, p. 56 (as quoted from Sahih Bukhari and 
Abt Da’td). Ion Shahin also narrated it through al-Qalusi. 


return, he would go to visit her first. He returned 
from a battle once and saw a curtain over 
Fatimah’s door, and Hasan and Husayn were 
made to were silver male bangles. On seeing this, 
he stopped and did not enter. Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha realized why  Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam did not enter. She 
immediately removed the curtain, and the bangles 
from the children’s hands. The two began crying 
and went towards Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. He took the bangles and said: ‘O Thauban! 
Give these to such and such family. These people 
(referring to Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn) are my 
family, and I do not approve of them enjoying such 
worldly items. O Thauban! Bring a necklace made 
of date leaves for Fatimah, and two bangles made 
of ivory.”! 


The strong and deep bond which she had with 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
understandable, after all, he was her father, her 
Prophet, her leader, and the Prophet and beloved 
of the entire world. Her heart-rending statement 
which she made at the time of his demise is more 
eloquent and effective than a lengthy eulogy. When 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
buried, she asked: “O Anas! How were you able to 


1 Sunan Abi Da’ud, Musnad Ahmad ibn Hambal and Ibn 
Majah. 


pour sand over Rastlullah!?”! (In other words, 
with what heart were you able to do this?) 


Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away six 
months after Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. He had consoled her previously by 
informing her that she will be the first from his 
family to join him. He had also said to her: “Does it 
not please you that you will be the leader of the 
women of Paradise?”? 


‘Abd ar-Razzaq rahimahullah narrates from Ibn 
Jurayj that Fatimah was the youngest daughter of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the 
most beloved to him. Abu ‘Umar (with whose 
affirmation I am convinced) said: “The eldest of his 
daughters was Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha, then 
Rugayyah radiyallahu ‘anha, followed by Umm 
Kulthaum radiyallahu ‘anha and then Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha.”? 


Demise 


Imam Malik rahimahullah narrates from a 
transmission (sanad) which commences with 
Hadrat Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah and ends with 
Sayyiduna Zayn al-‘Abidin rahimahullah. It states: 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away 


1 Sahih Bukhari, Bab Marad an-Nabi sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam wa wafdatuhu. 


2 Al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah, vol. 6, p. 332. 
3 Musnad Fatimah az-Zahrda’ of Suyuati. 


between maghrib and ‘isha. On hearing about her 
demise, Hadrat Abu Bakr, Hadrat ‘Umar, Hadrat 
Zubayr and Hadrat ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Auf 
radiyallahu ‘anhum went to her house. When her 
body was brought for the janazah salah, Hadrat 
‘Alt radiyallahu ‘anhu requested Hadrat Abu Bakr 
radiyallahu ‘anhu to lead them in the salah. 
Hadrat Abu Bakr replied: “How can I do that in 
your presence!?” Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu 
said: “Yes, step forward. By Allah, no one but you 
will perform the salah.” Hadrat Abu Bakr 
radiyallahu ‘anhu led them in the salah, and she 
was buried the very same night.! 


The Tabaqat of Ibn Sa‘d states: Mitraf ibn ‘Abdillah 
al-Yasari informed us from ‘Abd al-A‘la ibn Abi 
Musawir, from Hammad, who narrates from 
Ibrahim who said: Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu 
performed the janazah salah of Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha with four takbirs (saying Allahu 
akbar).? 


According to the narration of Waqidi rahimahullah, 
Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away on 
the 34 of Ramadan 11 A.H.? She was buried on 
Saturday night, 3% Ramadan. She had the 


1 This narration is corroborated by a narration of al-Basri 
and Ibn as-Simman (at-Tabaqat al-Kubra of Ibn Sa‘d, vol. 8, 
p. 29, Dar Sadir, Beirut). 

2 Ibn Sa‘d: at-Tabaqat al-Kubra, vol. 8, p. 29, Dar Sadir, 
Beirut. 


3 Al-Isabah ft Tamiz as-Sahabah, vol. 4, p. 380. 


following children from Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu 
‘anhu: Hasan, Husayn, Muhassin, Umm Kulthtim 
and Zaynab. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with all of 
them. (al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah, vol. 5, p. 293; 
al-Murtada, pp. 140-146) 


Hadrat Umm Sulaym bint Milhan 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name was Sahlah or Ramlah, her kunniyyat 
was Umm Sulaym, her mother was Mulaykah bint 
Malik, and her father was Milhan. 


Merit and virtue 


A few Ahadith have been narrated by Hadrat Umm 
Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha. These are narrated 
from her by Hadrat Anas, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas, Zayd 
ibn Thabit, Aba Maslamah, and ‘Amr ibn ‘Asim 
radiyallahu ‘anhum. People used to ask rulings to 
her. There was a difference of opinion between 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu and 
Hadrat Zayd ibn Thabit radiyallahu ‘anhu, and so, 
they appointed her as their arbitrator. They did 
not consider it below their dignity to ask her. 


She came to Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam on one occasion and said: “O Rasulullah! 
Allah ta‘ala is not ashamed of the truth. When a 
woman has a wet dream, does she have to take a 
bath?” Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was overhearing the question 
and she burst out laughing and said: “You have 
embarrassed the women. Do women _ ever 
experience wet dreams!?” Rasutlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Why not? How else will a 
child be similar in appearance to his mother?” 


Note: Glory to Allah! Several things were learnt 
from Hadrat Umm Sulaym’s question. May Allah 
ta‘ala reward her. (compiler) 


Character 


Hadrat Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha possessed 
many excellent qualities. She was a very patient 
and independent woman. 


Hadrat Abu Talhah radiyallahu ‘anhu came to her 
once and said: “Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam is hungry. If you have any food, send it to 
him.” She wrapped a few rotis in a cloth and asked 
Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu to give them to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He was in 
the musjid at the time and a few Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum were seated. On seeing Hadrat 
Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu, Rastlullah_  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam asked: “Has Abt Talhah sent 
you?” He replied: “Yes.” He asked: “For food?” He 
replied: “Yes.” Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam proceeded with all the Sahabah who were 
present to the house of Hadrat Abu Talhah. On 
seeing such a large group of people, he became 
worried and said to Umm Sulaym: “What will we 
do now? The food is so little and Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam has come with a 
group of people.” Hadrat Umm Sulaym replied with 
absolute confidence: “Allah and His Rasul 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam know more about 
these matters.” 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
entered the house, Umm Sulaym presented the 


same rotis and some curry. By Allah’s power, there 
was much blessing in the food and all the people 
ate to their fill. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates: Abu 
Talhah proposed to Umm Sulaym and she replied: 
“O Abt Talhah! Are you not aware of the fact that 
the god which you are worshipping is made from a 
tree which sprouted from the ground, and which 
such and such Abyssinian carved?” He replied: 
“Yes, I know that.” Umm Sulaym said: “Do you 
have no shame that you are worshipping a god 
which was made from a tree which sprouted from 
the ground and was carved by such and such 
Abyssinian? If you embrace Islam, I will not ask 
you for any dowry.” He said: “Let me think about 
it.” He then departed and after thinking and 
pondering over the matter, he returned and said: 
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“I testify that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah.” 


Umm Sulaym said: “O Anas! Get me married to 
Abu Talhah.” 


Hadrat Anas narrates: One of Abu Talhah’s sons 
fell ill. While Abu Talhah was gone out of the 
house, his son passed away. Upon his return, he 
asked: “How is my son?” Umm Sulaym replied: “He 
is in a better condition than what he was.” She 


then presented his meal to him. After eating, they 
went to bed, engaged in conjugal relations, and 
when they were over, she said: “Your son has 
passed away.” 


The next morning Abu Talhah went to Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and related the 
incident to him. He asked: “Did you engage in 
conjugal relations last night?” He replied: “Yes.” 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “O 
Allah! Bless both of them.” Consequently, a son 
was born to them. Abu Talhah asked me [Anas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu] to take him to Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam together with a few 
dates. On reaching Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam he asked: “Did you bring anything with 
you” I replied: “Yes, I have some dates.” 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam took them, 
chewed them, and after removing them from his 
mouth, placed some in the child’s mouth. He then 
named him ‘Abdullah. (Bukhari and Muslim, as 
quoted in Sifatus Safwah, vol. 2, p. 67) 


Children 


She had entered into two marriages. She had 
Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu from her first 
husband, and two sons from Hadrat Abu Talhah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, viz. Abu ‘Umayr and ‘Abdullah. 
Abu ‘Umayr passed away as an infant, while 
‘Abdullah’s progeny spread. (Siyar as-Sahabah, 
vol. 6, p. 131) 


Demise 


Hadrat Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha was 
martyred in 3 A.H. in the battle of Uhud. She was 
with the group of women in this battle. May Allah 
ta‘ala be pleased with her. (Ahd Nubtiiwwat mei 
Bargazidah Khawatin, p. 48) 


Hadrat Asma’ bint Abi Bakr radiyallahu 
‘anhuma 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Asma’ and her title is Dhat an- 
Nitaqayn (the woman who had two girdles). She is 
the daughter of Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu 
‘anha, and her mother’s name was Qatlah bint 
‘Abd al-‘Uzza. She was born 26 years before the 
hyrah. 


Marriage and acceptance of Islam 


She was married to Hadrat Zubayr ibn ‘Awwam 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. Like her husband, she was one 
of the early adherents to Islam. According to Ibn 
Is-haq rahimahullah, she was the 18** person to 
embrace Islam. 


Speaking the truth 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha was naturally 
inclined towards piety. Rastlullah  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam was performing salatul kusuf 
(salah performed during a solar eclipse) on one 
occasion. The salah was quite long, so she started 
looking here and there. There were two women 
standing near her, one was fat, and another quite 
thin. So she consoled herself and thought to 
herself that she ought to be able to stand longer 
than them. However, this salah continued for a few 
hours. Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha fell 
unconscious and the people had to sprinkle water 
on her [to get her up]. 


Ibn Mulaykah narrates that when she had a 
headache, she would hold her head and say: “This 
is because of my sins. And my sins are far more 
than what Allah ta‘ala has been forgiving.” 


Speaking out the truth was her distinguishing 
trait. Her frankness before a tyrant like Hajjaj ibn 
Yusuf is in itself a testimony to this. He was seated 
on the pulpit on one occasion. Hadrat Asma’ 
radiyallahu ‘anha entered with her slave girl and 
asked: “Where is the amir?” When she was 
informed, she went near Hajjaj. On seeing her, he 
said: “Your son had spread blasphemy in the 
house of Allah. This is why Allah inflicted a very 
painful punishment on him.” Hadrat Asma’ 
radiyallahu ‘anha responded forcefully: “You are a 
liar. He was not a blasphemer. Rather, he was one 
who kept fast constantly, he was a pious man, and 
he used to spend the night in worship.” (Siyar as- 
Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 154) 


Spending in Allah’s cause 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anhad was a_ very 
generous woman. At first, she used to weigh and 
count whatever she spent. But she began spending 
a lot when she heard Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam saying: “Do not hoard and do not count 
[how much you spend]. Instead, give as much as 
you can in charity.” She used to advise her 
daughters and women of her house saying: “Do 
not wait until you have more than what you need 
before you can give in charity. If you are going to 
wait for such a time, it will never come. This is 
because your needs will constantly increase. And if 


you continue giving in charity, you will never 
suffer any loss.” 


Note: The more poverty and need these people 
experienced, the more avenues they found to 
spend in Allah’s cause. These days people 
generally complain of poverty and _ difficult 
conditions. But it is virtually impossible to find 
someone who has to tie rocks to his stomach in 
order to repulse hunger, or who experiences 
starvation for several days continuously. (Hikayat 
Sahabah) 


Demise 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha passed away one 
week after the martyrdom of Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn 
Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu. This was in Jumada al- 
Ukhra 73 A.H. and she was 100 years old at the 
time. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. (Siyar 
as-Sahabah) 


Hadrat Asma’ bint Yazid radiyallahu 
‘fanha 


Name, lineage and acceptance of Islam 


Her name is Asma’, her kunniyyat is Umm 
Salamah, and her father’s name is Yazid. She 
embraced Islam after the hijrah and came to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam with a few 
other women in order to pledge allegiance to him. 


Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was seated 
in an assembly with a few Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum. She said: “I have come with a message on 
behalf of the Muslim women. Allah ta‘ala sent you 
for the guidance of everyone — men and women. 
We have followed you and believed in you, but our 
condition is totally different from that of the men. 
We are in purdah and so, we do not attend the 
Friday congregation and other congregational 
salahs. On the other hand, the men attend the 
Friday congregation and other congregational 
salahs, they visit the sick, they attend the janazah 
salah, they go for hajj; and the greatest thing of 
all, they go for jihad. When they are occupied in all 
these activities, we remain in our homes, we tend 
to their children, we safeguard the homes, and we 
spin fabric for sewing clothes. Will we be rewarded 
in such a situation?” 


After hearing her speech, Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam said to the Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum: “Have you ever heard a woman speaking 
in this way?” They replied: “No.” Rastlullah 


sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said to Hadrat Asma’ 
radiyallahu ‘anha: “It is extremely essential for a 
woman to gain her husband’s pleasure. If she 
fulfils her responsibilities as a wife and acts in a 
manner which is pleasing to her husband, then 
she will receive the same rewards as_ her 
husband.” (Siyar as-Sahabah, vol. 6, p. 166) 


Character 


She used to be in the service of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. On one occasion she 
was holding the stirrup of Rasulullah’s sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam camel, ‘Adba’, when revelation 
came down to him. She relates: “The revelation 
was so weighty that I feared the camel’s legs would 
break.” 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha used to remain in 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam presence 
most of the time. She was seated nearby one day 
when he spoke about Dajjal. His house people 
began weeping and crying. He checked on them 
and returned, but the same condition prevailed. 
He asked them: “Why are you crying?” Hadrat 
Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha said: “Our slave girls 
prepare the dough while we are extremely hungry. 
Before they can make the rotis ready, we become 
restless out of extreme hunger. Now how will we be 
able to bear the famine and hunger which will 
spread when Dajjal arrives?” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam replied: 
“On that day, glorifying Allah ta‘ala and 
mentioning His greatness (tasbih wa takbir) will 


save you from hunger.” He added: “There is no 
need to cry. If Iam alive at the time, I will certainly 
come to your defence and combat Dajjal. If not, 
Allah ta‘ala will protect every Muslim.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a great consolation for 
sinners like us. 
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“O Allah! Safeguard us against him through Your 
mercy. O You who are the most Merciful of those 
who show mercy.” (compiler) 


Demise 


According to ‘Allamah Ibn Kathir rahimahullah, 
she passed away in 69 A.H. and was buried in Bab 
as-Saghir in Damascus. May Allah ta‘’ala be 
pleased with her. 


Hadrat Umm Ayman radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name and lineage 


Her name was Barakah, her kunniyyat was Umm 
Ayman, her father was Tha‘labah and she was 
from Abyssinia. She was the slave woman of 
Rasulullah’s sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam father, 
‘Abdullah. She lived with ‘Abdullah since 
childhood, and when he passed away, she lived 
with Hadrat Aminah and took care of Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. After Hadrat Aminah 
passed away, she had the honour of embracing 
Islam. 


Marriage 


She was married to ‘Ubayd ibn Zayd who was from 
the family of Harith ibn Khazraj. When he passed 
away, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got 
her married to his beloved, Hadrat Zayd ibn 
Harithah radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


General conditions 


She also joined the Muslims when they emigrated 
to Abyssinia, and then went to Madinah when 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam emigrated 
to Madinah. She participated in the battle of 
Uhud. She used to provide the people with water 
and tend to those who were injured. She also took 
part in the battle of Khaybar. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam passed 
away in 11 A.H. Umm Ayman radiyallahu ‘anha 


was very grieved and was crying. Hadrat Abu Bakr 
radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhu consoled her by saying that Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was now receiving far 
more from Allah ta‘ala and there was no need to 
cry. She replied: “I am fully aware of that. I am 
crying because the system of divine revelation has 
stopped and we are now deprived of this blessed 
system.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What excellent words of 
cognition! (compiler) 


Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat 
‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu were greatly affected by 
her words and they also started to cry. 


Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu passed away in 23 
A.H. When Umm Ayman radiyallahu ‘anha was 
informed of his death, she wept profusely. People 
asked: “What is your reason for crying now?” She 
replied: “Weakness has now come into Islam 
because it enjoyed strength and authority through 
Hadrat ‘Umar.” 


Her lofty position 


Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to 
accord a lot of honour to her. He used to say: 
“Umm Ayman is my mother.” He would go to her 
house quite often. He visited her one day and she 
offered him a drink. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam hesitated in having it so Umm Ayman 
became displeased. (She had brought up 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and felt 


some pride over it. Her displeasure was out of 
love). 


Demise 


‘Allamah Ibn Hajar rahimahullah and ‘Allamah 
Dhahabi rahimahullah state that Umm Ayman 
radiyallahu ‘anha passed away five months after 
the demise of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


Hadrat Khaulah bint Tha‘labah 
radiyallahu ‘anha 


Name, lineage and acceptance of Islam 


Her name was Khaulah and her father’s name was 
Tha‘labah. 


She was from among those righteous people who 
embraced Islam at the beginning and whom Allah 
ta‘ala favoured with iman. When Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam arrived in Madinah, 
Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha had the honour of 
pledging bay‘ah to him. 


Conditions 


Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha was an Ansari 
woman who was well known for her sweet and 
eloquent speech. She was blessed with eloquence, 
excellent expression, and speech which silenced 
all. She held a high position in the caliphate of 
Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu. It is narrated that 
Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu passed by her 
while he was a caliph of the Muslims. Jarud ‘Abari 
radiyallahu ‘anhu was also with him. Hadrat 
‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anha greeted her with salam. 
She replied and said: “Sit down, O ‘Umar!” Hadrat 
‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu sat down near her and 
faced her. She began admonishing him and 
advising him in a strict and stern manner, and he 
continued listening to her. 


She said: “O ‘Umar! Have you forgotten the days 
when (during the days of jahiliyyah) you were 


known as ‘Umayr (small ‘Umar), and you used to 
tend to the sheep in the markets of ‘Ukkaz with 
your stick. In a short time you reached a lofty 
position and you came to be known as ‘Umar. And 
a short time later you were given the title of Amir 
al-Mu’minin. You should fear Allah ta‘ala with 
regard to your subjects. Remember! The person 
who fears the punishment of the Hereafter will 
have all his difficult tasks simplified for him. The 
person who fears death is actually fearing 
destruction.” 


Hadrat Jarud radiyallahu ‘anhu said to Hadrat 
Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha: “O woman! You have 
spoken enough to the Amir al-Mu’minin.” Hadrat 
‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu said: “O Jarud! Let her 
be. Do you know who she is?” He replied: “No.” He 
said: “She is the woman whose complaint Allah 
ta‘ala heard in the seventh heaven. Now can it be 
possible that Allah ta‘ala gives her a hearing and 
‘Umar does not give her a hearing!? By Allah! If 
she remains seated here the entire night, I will 
remain seated with her until she finishes speaking 
to me.” 


Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha is from among 
those Ansar women regarding whom Allah ta‘ala 
revealed verses. Allah ta‘ala referred to her as 
mujadilah (the woman who disputes, i.e. who talks 
a lot). Thereafter, the entire surah was named 
Strah al-Mujadilah. It is the first surah of the 28? 
juz/ para of the Qur’an. The verse reads as follows: 


dbl gh (SERS e's ip ated US) Ob A 


“Allah heard the words of she who was disputing 
with you about her husband and complaining 
before Allah.” (Surah al-Mujadilah, 58: 1) 


Demise 


She was certainly alive during the caliphate of 
Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu. The date of her 
death could not be ascertained with certainty. 
Allah ta‘ala knows best. 


By the grace of Allah ta‘ala, we have reached the 
end of the blessed discussion on the Sahabah and 
Sahabiyat radiyallahu ‘anhum. We now take the 
honour of relating the biographies of the Tabi‘in. 
May Allah ta’ala — through His grace — enable us to 
complete it and inspire us to emulate them. 
(compiler) 


Hadrat Saftyyah 


Hadrat Safiyyah bint ‘Abd al-Muttalib is counted 
from among the senior Sahabiyat. Hadrat Hamzah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu — the lion of Allah and martyr of 
Uhud - was her brother. She was the paternal aunt 
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. This is 
why she is referred to as ‘Ammah an-Nabi. The 
biographers have differing opinions as to whether 
the other aunts of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam - Umm Hakim Bayda, Umaymah, ‘Atikah, 
Barrah and Arwa -— had embraced Islam. However, 
they concur on the Islam of Hadrat Safiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. Ibn Athir rahimahullah writes in 
his Usud al-Ghabah: 


Le yt ple ol al areal; 
The correct view is that none of the 
paternal aunts of Rasulullah sallallahu 


‘alayhi wa _ sallam_ except Saflyyah 
embraced Islam. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha first married 
Harith ibn Harb Umawi from whom she got one son. 
When this husband passed away, she married 
‘Awam ibn Khuwaylid Qurayshi al-Asdi who was a 
brother of Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
Hadrat Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu - the special 
disciple of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — 
was the son of this ‘Awam. He was still a child when 
his father passed away. Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu 
‘anha was still young but she did not remarry for 
the rest of her life. When Rasulullah sallallahu 
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‘alayhi wa sallam was commissioned as a Prophet 
and he began inviting people towards Islam, then 
Hadrat Safityyah embraced Islam without hesitation. 
Her sixteen-year old son, Hadrat Zubayr radiyallahu 
‘anhu, also entered the fold of Islam. 


Merits 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha trained and 
tutored her son, Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu, 
exceptionally well. It was her desire for her son to 
turn into a brave and courageous soldier. To this 
end, she used to make him do tough and difficult 
tasks, and would sometimes reprimand and scold 
him in this regard. When people came to know of 
her strictness [and they began speaking about itl, 
she recited the following to them: 


Eds $0 gpl Ls) GAS as BET J ys 
bid Sly Sadl pjeey 


Whoever claims that I hate him is wrong. 
I beat him so that he may become 
intelligent. He may defeat the army and 
return with booty. 


When the tables turned during the Battle of Uhud 
and the Muslims were left scattered, Hadrat 
Saftyyah radiyallahu ‘anha left Madinah with a 
spear in her hand. She would then castigate and 
shame those who had turned away from the 
battlefield and were coming towards Madinah. She 
would say to them in an angry tone: “How could you 
abandon Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam?” 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saw 
her coming towards the battlefield, he called for her 
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son, Zubayr radiyallahu ‘anhu — who had remained 
firm on the battlefield - and said to him: “Don’t let 
Safityyah see the corpse of her brother, Hamzah.” 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam 
eventually allowed her to see her brother’s body, she 
prayed for his forgiveness but could not withhold 
her tears. When Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam observed her crying, tears flowed from his 
eyes as well. He then encouraged her to be patient 
and said to her: “Jibra’il has informed me that the 
words Asadullah (the lion of Allah) and Asadur 
Rasul (the lion of Rastlullah) have been written on 
the Throne in favour of Hamzah radiyallahu ‘anhu.”! 


The biographers note that Hadrat Safiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha was an extremely astute, far- 
sighted, brave and patient woman. She held a 
distinguished position among Arabs as regards her 
status, lineage, words and actions. Allah ta‘ala had 
also blessed her with poetic acumen. 


Demise 


Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away 
during the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhu. she was seventy-three years old at the time. 
She was buried in Baqi‘ (the graveyard of Madinah). 
May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 159. 
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Hadrat Thuwaybah 


Merits 


Hadrat Thuwaybah radiyallahu ‘anha was a slave- 
woman of Abt’ Lahab, the uncle of Rastlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Some narrations state 
that when she informed Abu Lahab of the birth of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, he freed 
her. 


A narration of Sahih Bukhari states that after Abu 
Lahab passed away, Hadrat ‘Abbas radiyallahu 
‘anhu saw him in a dream, so he asked him: “How 
did you fare in the Hell-fire?” He replied: “When I 
had heard the good news of Muhammad’s birth, I 
freed Thuwaybah. On account of that, the 
punishment is lessened for me on Mondays.” 


There are other narrations which state that Abu 
Lahab freed Thuwaybah when Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa _ sallam married Hadrat Khadijah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. The latter wanted to buy the 
freedom of Thuwaybah from Abu Lahab but he 
declined. Subsequently, Abu Lahab himself freed 
her. 


Good fortune 


Hadrat Thuwaybah radiyallahu ‘anha has the good 
fortune of breastfeeding Rasutlullah  sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam for a few days after his birth. She 
is also a foster mother to several senior Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum. After Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam emigrated to Madinah, he used to 
send clothing and other items for her. 
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Demise 


Hadrat Thuwaybah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away 
in 7 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 
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Hadrat Halimah Sa‘diyyah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Halimah and her father’s name is Abu 
Dhu’ayb ‘Abdullah ibn Harith. She was the wife of 
Harith ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn Rifa‘ah. She belonged to 
the Sa‘d ibn Abi Bakr tribe which was a branch of 
the Hawazin tribe. This tribe — the Bantu Sa‘d - was 
famous for its eloquence and power of expression. 
And the area which it inhabited was well-known for 
its sweet water. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Allah 
ta‘ala made me the most eloquent from among the 
Arabs. Firstly, the Quraysh were matchless as 
regards their eloquence. Secondly, I was brought up 
among the Bantu Sa‘d tribe which was famous for its 
oratory.” 


Breastfeeding 


Noble Arab families were in the habit of not keeping 
their children with their mothers. Instead, they 
would send them to tribes living in the rural areas. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was suckled 
by his mother for seven days. Then MHadrat 
Thuwaybah radiyallahu ‘anha suckled him for a few 
days. Around that time, women from the Banu Sa‘d 
tribe came to Makkah to take infants to their 
countryside. Hadrat Halimah was from among 
them. The other women found infants from wealthy 
families but Halimah did not find any child. She was 
about to leave when she heard of an orphan who is 
the grandson of the Quraysh chief, ‘Abd al-Muttalib. 
She consulted her husband, informed him of the 
orphan and said: “We will take care of him with our 
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children. His grandfather is a nobleman and of a 
high lineage. I am hopeful that Allah will provide a 
better situation for us by virtue of this orphan.” Her 
husband replied: “I have no problem with that. You 
may certainly take the child. I don’t feel it right for 
us to return empty-handed.” 


Hadrat Halimah proceeded henceforth and brought 
the orphan. What did she know that this child is the 
chief of this world and the Hereafter. And that by 
feeding him she will reach great heights. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam remained under her 
care for five years until the incident of the splitting 
of his chest took place. Consequently, she returned 
this valuable asset to Makkah and came back to her 
tribe. 


Hadrat Halimah lived for quite some time after that. 
Ibn Sa‘d relates from Muhammad ibn Munkadir 
that a woman came to meet Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. She had suckled him when he 
was an infant. On seeing her, Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam exclaimed: “O my mother, O my 
mother!” Saying this, he laid out his sheet and 
seated her respectfully. This woman was certainly 
Hadrat Halimah radiyallahu ‘anha. 


On one occasion, she came to Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and complained about a drought 
which they were experiencing in her region. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave her 
forty goats and a camel which was loaded with 
goods. 


We gauge from these narrations that Hadrat 
Halimah radiyallahu ‘anha used to visit Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam occasionally and he 
would receive her with utmost honour, respect and 
love. Many of the biographies are silent about her 
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embracing Islam and having the honour of being a 
Sahabiyah. However, it is gauged through various 
sources that she had indeed embraced Islam and 
had the honour of being a Sahabiyah. 


Imam Suhayli rahimahullah relates that Halimah’s 
husband, Harith, had come to Makkah and 
embraced Islam at the hands of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam even though the 
idolaters of Makkah had tried to delude him. He 
embraced Islam and remained firm on it. After her 
husband embraced Islam, Hadrat MHalimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha must have certainly embraced it 
as well. Thus, there is no doubt about her being a 
Sahabiyah. 


Demise 


There is no clear report about the year in which 
Hadrat Halimah radiyallahu ‘anha passed away. It 
must have been in the first century of Islam. May 
Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 347. 
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Hadrat Salma 


Merits 


Hadrat Salma radiyallahu ‘anha was a slave-woman 
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He freed 
her and got her married to his freed slave, Hadrat 
Abu Rafi’ radiyallahu ‘anhu. She remained devoted 
in her service of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam to the extent that she was referred to as the 
female attendant of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. When Rasutlullah’s son, Hadrat Ibrahim 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, was born to Hadrat Mariyah 
Qibtiyyah, Hadrat Salma served as her mid-wife. 
When her husband, Abu Rafi‘, related the birth- 
story of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, he 
gave him a slave as a recompense. 


A food which was liked by Rasulullah 


Some time after the demise of Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, Hadrat Hasan radiyallahu ‘anhu 
and Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu 
went to visit Hadrat Salma radiyallahu ‘anha and 
said to her: “We would like you to prepare for us a 
meal which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
liked.” She replied: “You will not like it.” When they 
persisted, she made barley flour which she placed in 
a pot. She then added olive oil, cumin seeds and 
black salt to it. Once the meal was ready, she 
presented it to them and said: “This is what 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam liked.” 
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Demise 


She most probably passed away in the first century 
of Islam. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


| Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 302. 
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Hadrat Umamah 


Name and lineage 


Hadrat Umamah radiyallahu ‘anha was_ the 
granddaughter of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Her mother was Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu 
‘anha — the daughter of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. Her father was Abul ‘As radiyallahu 
‘anhu ibn Rabi‘ ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn ‘Abd Shams 
ibn ‘Abd Manaf ibn Qusayy. He was a nephew of 
Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha. 


Good fortune 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam loved 
Umamah intensely. The Abyssinian king, Najashi, 
sent a ring as a gift to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. When he received it he said: 


I will give this ring to the one who is 
most beloved to me. 


Those who were present assumed he would give it to 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. However, 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam called for 
Umamah and inserted it in her finger (she was a 
young girl at the time). Some narrations mention a 
gold necklace and not a ring. It was gifted to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam by someone. 
He called for Umamah and placed it around her 
neck. 


A narration of Bukhari states that Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam loved Umamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha so much that he would take her 
to the masjid at times. On one occasion, Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam entered the masjid 
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while Umamah was on his shoulder. Out of his love 
for her, he did not remove her from his shoulder. He 
started performing salah in this way. When he 
would go into ruku', he would place her down 
gently. When he returned to the standing posture, 
he would carry her and place her on his shoulder 
once again. He performed his entire salah in this 
way. 


Marriage 


When Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha passed 
away in 8 A.H., Umamah radiyallahu ‘anha came 
under the care and supervision of her affectionate 
grandfather, Rastlullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. She had reached the age of understanding 
by the time Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
departed from this world in 11 A.H. Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha passed away some time after that. 
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu then married Hadrat 
Umamah radiyallahu ‘anha. 


Demise 


Hadrat Umamah radiyallahu ‘anha most probably 
passed away in the first century of the Hijrah.1! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 513. 
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Hadrat Umm al-Fadl, the wife of 
Hadrat ‘Abbas 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Lubabah bint Harith but she is 
generally known by her agnomen, Umm al-Fadl. She 
is listed among the senior Sahabiyat. Her title is 
Kubra. This is why some biographers refer to her as 
Lubabah al-Kubra. 


Marriage 


Hadrat Umm al-Fadl radiyallahu ‘anha married the 
uncle of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — 
Hadrat ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu. In this way, she 
was an aunt of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Her sister, Maymunah radiyallahu ‘anha, 
had the honour of becoming the Mother of the 
Believers. In this way, she is also the sister-in-law of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Hadrat Khadijah radiyallahu ‘anha had the honour 
of being the first woman to embrace Islam. 
According to reliable sources, Hadrat Umm al-Fadl 
had the honour of being the next woman to embrace 
Islam. As such, she holds a distinguished position 
and is classified as as-sabiqun al-awwalun — the 
pioneers in Islam. After her husband, ‘Abbas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, proclaimed his Islam openly, she 
emigrated to Madinah. This was some time before 
the Conquest of Makkah. 


Hadrat Umm al-Fadl radiyallahu ‘anha was a brave 
and courageous woman. She struck Abu Lahab on 
one occasion and injured his head. She loved 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam intensely 
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and had much confidence in him. He _ too 
maintained a respectful relationship with his aunt. 
He would go to her house quite often. And if it was 
afternoon, he would take a siesta there. She would 
remove grime from his hair and comb it. 


She was a pious woman and an ardent worshipper. 
Some narrations state that she would make it a 
point of observing fast on Mondays and Thursdays. 
‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr rahimahullah states in al- 
Isti‘ab that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
used to say: “Umm al-Fadl, Maymunah, Salma and 
Asma’ — all four are believing sisters.” 


She once saw a dream in which a part of 
Rasulullah’s body was in her house. When she 
related her dream to him, he said: “My 
interpretation of it is that Allah ta‘ala will bless my 
daughter, Fatimah, with a son and you will suckle 
him.” 


After some time, Hadrat Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhu 
was born to Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
Umm al-Fadl radiyallahu ‘anhu suckled him and 
took care of him. The entire family of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam showed utmost respect 
to her. On one occasion, she carried Hadrat Husayn 
radiyallahu ‘anhu and presented herself before 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He took his 
beloved grandson from her and began kissing him. 
The little child urinated while he was in his lap. 
Umm _ al-Fadl took him immediately and 
reprimanded him lightly by saying: “O you little 
fellow! What have you done? You urinated in the lap 
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam!” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam could not 
tolerate even this light reprimand. He said to her: “O 
Umm al-Fadl! You have caused me pain by 
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reprimanding my child.” He then asked for water 
and washed off the area which was soiled by the 
urine. 


On the occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage, Umm al- 
Fadl radiyallahu ‘anha had the honour of 
accompanying Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. A narration of Bukhari states that some 
people assumed that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam was observing fast on the day of ‘Arafah. 
When Umm al-Fadl heard of it, she sent a cup of 
milk to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
which he drank. In this way, the doubt of the people 
was removed. 


Umm al-Fadl radiyallahu ‘anha narrated thirty 
Ahadith. Those who narrated Ahadith from her 
include illustrious Sahabah like Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu, other sons of Hadrat 
‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat Anas ibn 
Malik radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Demise 


Umm al-Fadl radiyallahu ‘anhu passed away during 
the caliphate of Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu 
in the presence of her husband, Hadrat ‘Abbas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. To Allah we belong and to Him is 
our return. The janazah salah was led by Hadrat 
‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu. May Allah ta‘ala be 
pleased with her.! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 241. 
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Hadrat Fatimah, the wife of Abu Talib 


Introduction 


Hadrat Fatimah bint Asd radiyallahu ‘anha is listed 
among those distinguished Sahabiyat who were a 
source of pride for the Muslim community. She was 
the wife of Abu Talib and the mother of Hadrat 
Ja‘far radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu 
‘anhu. 


Acceptance of Islam 


When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was 
commissioned as a Prophet and began inviting to 
Islam, the Banu Hashim supported him the most. 
The son of Fatimah, Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu, 
was the first from among the youth to embrace 
Islam. She herself had the good fortune of 
embracing the new faith at the very beginning. After 
some time, her other son, Ja‘far radiyallahu ‘anhu, 
entered the fold of Islam. 


Rasulullah’s uncle, Abu Talib, passed away in the 
tenth year of prophet-hood. Hadrat Fatimah 
radiyallahu ‘anha then took care of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and did so better than 
she did her own sons. 


When the general Muslims were ordered to emigrate 
to Madinah, Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha also 
emigrated. On the occasion of the Hijrah, her son, 
‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu, had the honour of being 
instructed by Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam to sleep on his bed, and Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then departed for 
Madinah. 
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A few years after the emigration, her son, ‘Ali 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, married Fatimah, the daughter of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam loved 
Fatimah bint Asd dearly. He would go frequently to 
her house and take a rest there. He spoke highly of 
her kindness, affection, nobility and praiseworthy 
qualities. 


Demise 


Hadrat Fatimah bint Asd radiyallahu ‘anha passed 
away a few years after the emigration during the 
very lifetime of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. He was deeply pained by her demise. He 
removed his upper garment and gave it as a shroud. 
Before she could be buried, he went and lied down 
in her grave. When people expressed their surprise 
at this, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 


After Abu Talib, there was no one who 
showed more mercy to me than her. I 
gave her my upper garment to wear so 
that she may receive it as a special 
garment in Paradise. I lied down in her 
grave so that she may experience 
some ease from the severity of the 
grave. 


A narration states that when she passed away, Allah 
ta‘ala instructed seventy thousands angels to send 
salutations to her. 


In addition to her sons Hadrat Ja‘far and Hadrat 
‘Ali, her son ‘Aqil radiyallahu ‘anhu and daughters, 
Umm Hani radiyallahu ‘anha and Jumanah 
radiyallahu ‘anha also have the honour of 
embracing Islam. What can be said of the loftiness 
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and greatness of that woman who had the blessed 
upper garment of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam included in her shroud, and the blessed body 
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam lying in 
her final resting place.! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 145. 
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Hadrat Barirah 


Introduction 


Hadrat Barirah radiyallahu ‘anha was the free 
bondswoman of Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
The biographers concur on her Islam and the 
honour of being a Sahabiyah. She came to Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha and said: “Help me and 
make me your slave.” Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha promised to buy her freedom. She spoke to 
Barirah’s master who then agreed to sell her. 
However, he insisted on maintaining his right to 
inheritance. When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam heard of this, he said to ‘A’ishah: “The right 
of inheritance belongs to the person who buys a 
slave and frees him/her.” MHadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha bought her and freed her. 
Although she was freed, she preferred living with 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. By virtue of her 
companionship with Hadrat ‘A’ishah, she benefited 
tremendously from the teachings of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and became a woman of 
virtue and excellence. 


She was married to an Abyssinian slave by the 
name of Hadrat Mughith who was also a Sahabi. 
Hadrat Barirah developed a dislike for him, so when 
she was freed, she severed her relationship with 
him. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam tried to 
stop her from this. She asked him: “O Rasulullah! Is 
this your order?” He replied: “No. I am merely 
interceding.” Barirah radiyallahu ‘anha then 
excused herself from living with her husband and 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam issued an 
order for their separation. 
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Barirah radiyallahu ‘anha completed the waiting 
period (iddah) of a divorced woman. Hadrat 
Mughith radiyallahu ‘anhu loved her deeply and was 
grieved by the separation. He would walk about the 
alleys of Madinah crying. When  Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saw him one day, he 
said to Hadrat ‘Abbas: “O uncle! Are you not amazed 
at the love of Mughith and the disinterest of 
Barirah!>” 


Character 


Hadrat Barirah radiyallahu ‘anhu was a beautiful 
flower in the garden of noble character. She 
possessed the qualities of love for Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam, forbearance, 
independence, abstinence, piety, speaking the truth, 
sound temperament, and concern for the wellbeing 
of Allah’s creation. She accorded utmost respect to 
the family of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. She was an ardent worshipper of Allah 
ta‘ala. When she used to relate the Ahadith of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, her eyes 
would well with tears out of her love and respect for 
him. 


Statements 
1. Being miserly in teaching good to a person is 
synonymous to treachery. 


2. Make it a point of filling your stomach with halal 
sustenance because there is immense blessing in it. 


3. The heart becomes black on account of futile 
talks. A pious person is one who restrains his 
tongue. A person who talks more than necessary 
ends up saying futile things. 
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4. A strong person is one who does not impose on 
the weak, nor does he exact revenge from them. 


5. Worldly benefits are for a few days only. Do not 
strive too much for them. 


6. Speaking a lie is a major tribulation. Always 
speak the truth. 


7. Always speak correctly and clearly. Do not cause 
anyone to misunderstand you with a view to 
imposing your view. 


Demise 


It is learnt from several narrations that she lived 
long after the demise of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. She most probably passed away in the 
first century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be 
pleased with her.! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 456. 
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Hadrat Umm Hani 


Name and lineage 


Her name according to different narrations is 
Fakhitah, Fatimah or Hind. Her agnomen is Umm 
Hani. She was the daughter of Abu Talib, the uncle 
of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Hadrat 
Ja‘far radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu 
‘anhu were her brothers. 


It is gauged from the narrations that she had 
embraced Islam some time before the Conquest of 
Makkah. She loved Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam dearly and had much confidence in him. He 
himself held her in high esteem. He gave refuge to 
those polytheists who had sought refuge in her 
house. He said to her: “I give refuge to those whom 
you have given refuge.” He then went personally to 
her house and performed salah in it. 


Marriage 


Umm Hani radiyallahu ‘anha was married to 
Hubayrah ibn ‘Abd al-Wahb who had fled to Najran 
as an idolater during the Conquest of Makkah. A 
narration of Sahih Muslim states that Rasutlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam expressed his desire to 
marry Umm Hani radiyallahu ‘anha but she 
declined by saying: “O Rastlullah! I am gone old 
and I have my own children whom I have to take 
care of. If I were unable to fulfil my duties to you as 
a husband, I will be taken to task.” 


Interaction with Rasulullah 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to be 
extremely kind to her. He said to her on one 
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occasion: “O Umm Hani! Take this goat; it is a 
blessed animal.” 


Imam Ahmad rahimahullah relates that Umm Hani 
radiyallahu ‘anha came to Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “O Rasulullah! I am 
gone old. I find it difficult to walk and move about. 
Teach me something which I could recite while I am 
sitting.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
said: “Recite Sub-hanallah one hundred times, al- 
hamdulillah one hundred times and La Ilaha Ilallah 
one hundred times. 


Demise 


Hafiz Ibn Hajar rahimahullah states that Umm Hani 
radiyallahu ‘anha passed away during the rule of 
Hadrat Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu ‘anhu. May Allah 
ta‘ala be pleased with her. ! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 334. 
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Hadrat Fatimah, the wife of Usamah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Fatimah and her mother’s name is 
Umaymah bint Rabi‘ah who belonged to the Banu 
Kinanah tribe. She was honoured with embracing 
Islam at the very beginning and she emigrated to 
Madinah during the first emigration. When ‘Ali 
radiyallahu ‘anhu advanced with an army towards 
Yemen in 10 A.H., her husband, Abu ‘Amr Hafs 
radiyallahu ‘anhu was part of the army. He had 
divorced her before his departure. 


Marriage 


She sought the advice of Rasutlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam as regards a new marriage. He 
said to her: “Mu‘awiyah is a poor man and Abu 
Jahm is a hot-tempered person. I advise you to 
marry Usamah ibn Zayd.” When she hesitated, 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked her: 
“What excuse do you have? Listen to Allah and 
Allah’s Messenger sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam. 
There is good in it for you.” And so, she married 
Hadrat Usamah ibn Zayd radiyallahu ‘anhu. He was 
a senior Sahabi and a beloved of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.! 


When Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu' was 
martyred in 24 A.H., the meetings of the 
Consultative Assembly used to be held in the house 
of Hadrat Fatimah radiyallahu ‘anha. She was an 
astute, wise and judicious woman. Members of the 


| Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 290. 
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assembly therefore considered it appropriate to 
consult her. 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the first century 
of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 
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Hadrat Zaynab, the wife of ‘Abdullah 
ibn Mas‘ud 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Zaynab, her title is Ra’tah and she 
belonged to the Banu Thaqif tribe. She was the wife 
of the grand jurist of Islam, Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas‘td radiyallahu ‘anhu. The latter had no source 
of income and was extremely poor. Hadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha used to earn and spend her 
earnings on her  husband~= and _ children. 
Consequently, she would have nothing to give as 
charity to the poor and needy. 


Hadrat Zaynab  radiyallahu ‘anha came _ to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam on one 
occasion and said: “O Rasulullah! May my parents 
be sacrificed for you. I work with my hands and 
whatever I earn, I spend on my husband and 
children. My husband has no means of income. 
Consequently, I cannot give charity to the poor and 
needy. Will I be rewarded in such a situation?” 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam replied: “You 
should certainly see to your husband and children.” 


Another narration states that Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam addressed an assembly of women 
and encouraged them to give in charity. Hadrat 
Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha returned to her husband 
and said: “You are a poor man. Go to Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and ask him if I can 
give charity to you.” Hadrat ‘Abdullah replied: “You 
had better go.” Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha 
went to the house of Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam and found an Ansari woman standing at 
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the door. She too had come to ask the same 
question. Just then, Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu 
came from inside. The two requested him to go to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and ask 
him: “There are two women at your door. They want 
to know if they can give charity to their husbands 
and children.” 


When Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu related their 
question to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
he asked: “Who are they?” He replied: “One is an 
Ansari woman and the other is Zaynab.” Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked: “Which Zaynab>?” 
He replied: “The wife of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud.” Say 
to them: “They shall receive a double reward; one for 
maintaining ties of kinship and the other for 
charity.”! 


The Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn MHambal 
rahimahullah states that Hadrat Zaynab 
radiyallahu ‘anha loved Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam intensely. She would visit him regularly 
and he would receive her with extraordinary 
warmth. Sometimes, he would permit her to look at 
his blessed head. She was looking at his head one 
day when some other Muhajir women were present. 
They started speaking on a certain issue so Hadrat 
Zaynab left her work and joined the discussion. 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said to her: 
“A person does not talk with his eyes. You can 
continue with your work and talk at the same time.” 


| Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 330. 
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Demise 


Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha must have passed 
away in the first century of the Hijrah. May Allah 
ta‘ala be pleased with her. 
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Hadrat Umm Ayyutb Ansariyyah 


We do not know her actual name. She is well-known 
by the agnomen, Umm Ayyub. She was the wife of 
Abu Ayyub Ansari radiyallahu ‘anhu who was the 
host of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She 
and her husband had embraced Islam before the 
Hijrah. When Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam arrived in Madinah, he lived in the house of 
Hadrat Abu Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anhu for seven 
months. During this period, Umm  Ayyub 
radiyallahu ‘anha used to prepare meals for 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


In the beginning, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam lived in the lower floor of the house. 
Although Abu Ayyub and Umm Ayyutb had - as per 
the wish of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — 
moved to the upper floor, they felt restless and did 
not feel it correct to have him in the lower floor. Ibn 
Hisham relates that one day, a container of water 
burst in the upper floor. Husband and wife felt 
uneasy and feared the water will flow down and 
disturb Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 
They owned just one duvet. They immediately 
dragged it on the floor so that it would absorb the 
flowing water. Husband and wife breathed a sigh of 
relief only when they were satisfied that no water 
would flow to the lower floor. 


One day, husband and wife felt so awkward at 
having to live on the upper floor that they went to 
one corner of the roof and sat down, huddled next to 
each other. They spent the entire night awake in 
this condition. The next morning, they went to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “O 
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Rasulullah! We spent the entire night in one corner 
of the roof.” 


When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked 
them the reason, they replied: “May our parents be 
sacrificed for you. We are constantly besieged by the 
thought of you living in the lower storey while we 
are living on the upper storey. We request you to 
move to the upper storey. It would be an honour for 
us to be living under your feet.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam accepted 
their request. Hadrat Abu Ayyub and Umm Ayyub 
radiyallahu ‘anhuma then happily moved 
downstairs. 


Even after moving into the upper storey, Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam would occasionally visit 
Hadrat Abu Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anhu. Husband and 
wife would welcome him and offer him whatever 
they had. 


One day Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam left 
his house when he was starving. On the way, he 
met Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhuma. The three then proceeded to the house of 
Abu Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anhu. At the time, he was in 
his date orchard which was next to his house. There 
was no food in his house. Hadrat Umm Ayyub 
radiyallahu ‘anha welcomed Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. He asked: “Where is Abu Ayyub>?” 
In the meantime, Abu Ayyub heard the voice of 
Rasulullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa_ sallam. He 
immediately broke a branch of dates, hastened to 
his house, and presented the branch to his guests. 
While they were having the dates, he slaughtered a 
goat and Umm Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anha cooked half 
the goat, and minced the other half and made them 
into kebabs. The food was then presented to 


538 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and his two 
companions. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
placed some meat on a roti and said: “Send this to 
Fatimah, she hasn’t had any food for several days.” 
Hadrat Abt Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anhu carried out the 
request while Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam and his companions ate the meal. It is 
gauged that Umm Ayyutb radiyallahu ‘anha 
presented food to Rasutlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam on several other occasions as well. 


Hadrat Umm Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anha narrated 
some Ahadith. She bore three sons and one 
daughter to Abu Ayyub radiyallahu ‘anhu. They are: 
Ayyub, Khalid, Muhammad and ‘Umrah. 


Demise 


The history books are silent about the year of her 
death. She most probably passed away in the first 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased 
with her. 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 287. 
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Hadrat Khaulah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Khaulah and her agnomen is Umm 
Sharik. She belonged to the Banu Sulaym tribe. 


Marriage 


She was married to the illustrious Sahabi, Hadrat 
Abus Sa’ib ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘tn radiyallahu ‘anhu. 
She had the honour of emigrating to Madinah with 
her husband in the twelfth year of prophet-hood. 


Leading a life of moderation 


Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘tn radiyallahu ‘anhu was 
an ardent worshipper of Allah ta‘ala. He would 
perform salah throughout the night and spend the 
day in fasting. His preoccupation with worship 
caused him to neglect his wife and children. When 
Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha came to the houses of 
the Mothers of the Believers, they observed her 
distress and the fact that she had no outward 
adornment. She was in a dishevelled condition. 
They asked her: “You are a married woman, why 
then are you in such a dishevelled condition? 
Furthermore, your husband is a prosperous man of 
the Quraysh>?” 


Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha replied: “He has 
no interest in his wife and children. He spends his 
nights in salah and his days in fasting.” 


The Mothers of the Believers realized the 
seriousness of the situation. When Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam arrived, they related it 
to him. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
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proceeded henceforth to Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn 
Mazun radiyallahu ‘anhu and asked: “O ‘Uthman! 
Do you consider my way of life unworthy of 
emulation?” 


He replied: “O Rastlullah! May my parents be 
sacrificed for you. You are undoubtedly a model for 
me. What wrong have I committed?” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “O 
‘Uthman! We have not been ordered to live like 
monks. I fear Allah more than you do. I also perform 
salah and observe fasts. At the same time, I fulfil 
the rights of my family. Your eyes, your body, your 
wife and your children — all of them have rights over 
you. You may perform salah and observe fasts, but 
you must fulfil the rights of your wife and children 
as well.” 


Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu understood the 
meaning of Rasulullah’s instruction. When Hadrat 
Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha came to visit the 
Mothers of the Believers after some days, she looked 
like a bride. This is according to the narration of Ibn 
Sa‘d rahimahullah. The narration of the Musnad of 
Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah states that 
Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha had went to Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha and she was the one who 
had related her condition to Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Note: From this we learn that living a life of balance 
and moderation is in fact the Sunnah way of living. 
This is why Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
constantly instructed the Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum to lead a balanced life. Unfortunately, we 
are presently living a life of excesses. or 
shortcomings. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala. 
(compiler) 
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Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘tn radiyallahu ‘anhu 
passed away towards the end of the Battle of Badr 
in 2 A.H. He left behind Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu 
‘anha and two sons - ‘Abd ar-Rahman and Sa’ib. 
Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha lived the rest of 
her life as a widow. According to some narrations, 
she was distressed most of the time after her 
husband’s demise. Despite this, she used to occupy 
herself fully in salah and fasting. Imam Ibn Hambal 
rahimahullah says that she used to perform salah 
by night and observe fast by day. 


Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha narrated fifteen 
Ahadith. 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the first century 
of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her.! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 365. 
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Hadrat Umm ‘Atiyyah bint Harith 
Name and lineage 


Her name was Nasibah and her father’s name was 
Harith. She was well-known by the name Umm 
‘Atiyyah. 


Islam 


Umm ‘Atiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha is listed among 
those fortunate ones who embraced Islam before the 
Hijrah. She most likely entered the fold of Islam in 
the twelfth year of prophet-hood, after the Bay‘ah 
‘Aqabah-e-Ula. 


Bay‘at 


When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam 
emigrated to Madinah, she requested to pledge 
bay‘at to him. He advised those women who wanted 
to pledge bay‘at to assemble in one house. Once 
they were assembled, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam sent Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu to 
them to lay down the conditions for the acceptance 
of the bay‘at. The conditions were: 


1. They must not ascribe any partner to Allah 
ta‘ala. 

They must not kill their children. 

They must not steal. 

They must abstain from adultery. 

They must not fabricate a lie against anyone. 
They must not refuse to say good things. 


Cree 


Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu proceeded to the 
house where they were assembled. He stood at the 
door and explained the conditions to them. All the 
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women accepted. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu 
extended his hand towards the inside of the house 
and the women extended their hands [without their 
hands touching those of ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu] 
as a way of demonstrating their pledge. In this way, 
they were honoured with bay‘at to Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam via Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Battles 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam had much 
confidence in Hadrat Umm ‘Atiyyah radiyallahu 
‘anha and was extremely kind to her. He used to 
bring her with in the battles. She would take part 
and render valuable services. She would prepare 
meals for the mujahidin, tend to the injured and see 
to the needs of the sick. 


Knowledge 


Hadrat Umm ‘Atiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha was on a 
lofty pedestal of knowledge and virtue. As regards 
her narrating of Ahadith, the Hadith experts place 
her on the fourth level. She narrated forty-one 
Ahadith. 


Demise 


The books of history clearly state that she lived 
through the eras of the first four caliphs. She past 
away after that; most probably in the first year of 
the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her.} 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 395. 
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Hadrat Asma’ Ansariyyah 
Name and lineage 


Hadrat Asma’ bint Yazid is listed among the senior 
Sahabiyat. She belonged to the Banu ‘Abd al-Ash- 
hal family from the Aus tribe. This family was one of 
the noblest of this tribe. Leadership of the tribe was 
in the hands of this family since generations. The 
chief of the Aus, Hadrat Sa‘d ibn Mu‘adh 
radiyallahu ‘anhu belonged to this family. 


Her good fortune 


Hadrat Asma’ had the honour of pledging bay‘at to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam after his 
emigration to Madinah. Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha was conveyed to the house of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam [as his wife] in Shawwal 
1 A.H. Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha was one of 
several women who decorated Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha, prepared her for her new 
husband, seated her in the house, and then 
informed Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Protection from Dajjal 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha loved Rasutlullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam intensely. She would 
attend his court regularly and benefit from his 
teachings. On one occasion, Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam spoke about Dajjal to her. She was 
quite affected and began crying. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got up and went 
outside. He came back after some time but Hadrat 
Asma’ was still crying profusely. In fact, she was 
gasping for breath. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
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sallam asked: “O Asma’! Why are you crying so 
much?” She replied: “O Rastlullah! We are so 
impatient that when we are hungry, we cannot even 
wait until our slave women make the dough and 
prepare the bread. When there will be a severe 
drought during the time of Dajjal, how will we be 
patient enough to remain firm on Iman?” Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam replied: “Excessive 
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala at that time will save a 
person from hunger.” He then consoled her and 
said: “There is no need for you to cry. If I am alive at 
that time, I will plead for the protection of Muslims. 
And if Dajjal appears after my time, Allah ta‘ala will 
protect every Muslim.” 


Hospitality 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha derived much 
comfort from serving her guests. The famous Tabi’, 
Shahr ibn Haushab rahimahullah, went to her 
house one day. She presented some food before him 
but he declined. So she related an incident from 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and then 
said: “Now you have no excuse for declining.” He 
replied: “O mother! I will not commit this wrong 
again.” 


A representative of women 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha accompanied a 
group of women who went to Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “May my parents be 
sacrificed for you. I have brought a message on 
behalf of Muslim women. Allah ta‘ala commissioned 
you as a Prophet for the guidance of everyone —- men 
and women. We have believed in you. However, 
there is a major difference between the condition of 
men and women. Women remain in their homes, 


546 


but cannot join the congregational salah, jumu‘ah 
salah and janazah salah like men. Neither can they 
take part in hajj and jihad as easily as men do. At 
the same time, when the men are gone out, women 
see to the nurturing of their children and protect the 
wealth of their husbands. Will women receive a 
reward from the good works which men do?” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was highly 
impressed by the woman’s eloquence and power of 
expression. He addressed the Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum and said: “Have you ever heard a woman 
speaking in this manner about Din?” The Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum replied: “We never imagined a 
woman could speak like this.” 


Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then turned 
to Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anha and said: “It is 
essential for a woman to obtain her husband’s 
pleasure. If a woman fulfils her marital obligations 
and is obedient to her husband, she will receive the 
same rewards as her husband.” The women were 
overjoyed when they heard this statement. 


Note: This shows the importance of obtaining the 
pleasure of one’s husband. Women should pay heed 
to this and understand it well. Inspiration is from 
Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


Demise 


Hadrat Asma’ radiyallahu ‘anhu passed away 
several years after the Battle of Yarmuk which was 
fought in 15 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with 
her.! 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiyat, p. 402. 
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Hadrat Umm Sulaym 


Name and lineage 


Her actual name was Ramlah or Sahlah. Her titles 
were Ghumaysa and Rumaysa. Her agnomen was 
Umm Sulaym. She belonged to the Khazraj tribe. 
Her father’s name was Milhan ibn Khalid. She is 
listed among the senior Sahabiyat. 


Good fortune 


Allah ta‘ala blessed Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha 
with a righteous temperament. Some fortunate 
people of Madinah had gone to Makkah and pledged 
allegiance to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. This was the first bay‘at. On their return to 
Madinah, they began spreading the word of Islam. 
Hadrat Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha did not 
hesitate for a single moment in accepting the true 
religion. And so, she is included among the pioneers 
of the Ansar. She was first married to her cousin, 
Malik ibn Nadr. Hadrat Anas ibn Malik radiyallahu 
‘anhu who is considered to be a senior of the 
Muslim ummah was born from this union. 


Umm Sulaym’s second marriage was to Abu Talhah 
Ansari radiyallahu ‘anhu. Some days after the 
Conquest of Makkah in 8 A.H. she joined her 
husband in the Battle of Hunayn. 


Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha loved Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam dearly. Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam also accorded her a lofty 
position. He would occasionally go to her house in 
the afternoon and take a rest. 
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On one of those occasions, Umm Sulaym 
radiyallahu ‘anha presented dates and ghee to 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He said: “I 
am fasting.” After a short while, he performed 
optional salah and made du‘a for the household of 
Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha. She said to him: 
“My son Anas who is in your service — I love him 
intensely. I request you to make du'‘a for him.” 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam raised his 
hands and made the following du‘a for Hadrat Anas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu: “O Allah! Bless him with wealth 
and bless him in his lifespan.” The effect of this du‘a 
was that Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu became the 
wealthiest from among the Ansar, lived a long life 
and had many children. 


On one occasion, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam had a guest but had nothing to feed him. 
Hadrat Abu Talhah radiyallahu ‘anhu and Umm 
Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha hosted the person. Allah 
ta‘ala was so pleased with the manner in which they 
hosted him that the following verse was revealed 
with reference to them: 
Kalas tay O85 pendll Je Oh 

They give preference to them over their 

own selves even though they may be 

experiencing poverty.! 


Demise 


Umm Sulaym radiyallahu ‘anha most probably 
passed away during the caliphate of Hadrat Abu 


1 Strah al-Hashr, 59: 9. 
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Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased 
with her.1 


1 Tidhkar Sahabiydat, p. 427. 
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Hadrat ‘Atikah bint Zayd 


Introduction 


Hadrat ‘Atikah bint Zayd Qurashiyyah radiyallahu 
‘anha is the sister of Hadrat Sa‘ld ibn Zayd 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. She is from among _ the 
Emigrants. She was well-known for her beauty and 
striking features, and was unique as regards her 
character. 


Marriage 


She was first married to Hadrat ‘Abdullah, the son 
of Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu. After he was 
martyred in the expedition to Taf, she married 
Hadrat Zayd ibn Khattab radiyallahu ‘anhu. When 
he was martyred in the Battle of Yamamah, Hadrat 
‘Umar ibn Khattab radiyallahu ‘anhu married her. 


Attachment with salah 


In acceptance of her wish, Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu 
‘anhu permitted her to perform salah in Masjid-e- 
Nabawi. Hadrat ‘Atikah radiyallahu ‘anha was 
present in the masjid when Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu was injured. 


Hadrat ‘Atikah radiyallahu ‘anha held a_ lofty 
position among the senior Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum due to her knowledge, virtue, honour, 
respect and status. 
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Demise 


She most probably passed away in the first century 
of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her.! 


1 Qadi At-har Mubarakputri: Khawdatin Islam ki Dini Wa 
‘Tlmi Khidmat, p. 162. 
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Hadrat Khaulah bint Azwar 


Introduction 


After putting an end to the apostasy movement, 
Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu conquered Iraq. 
Subsequently, he despatched the Muslim army 
towards Syria under the greatest commander, 
Hadrat Khalid ibn Walid radiyallahu ‘anhu. 
Hercules, the Roman king, also rallied his forces to 
the full to combat the Muslims. And thus, the Battle 
of Yarmuk was fought in Jumada al-Ula 13 A.H. 
Hadrat Dirar ibn Azwar radiyallahu ‘anhu and his 
sister Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha also took 
part in this battle. The bravery and valour displayed 
by Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha is presented 
to serve as an admonition and a lesson. Inspiration 
is from Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


Muslim women are captured 


The Romans had captured some Muslim women. 
Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha was among them. 
Hadrat Dirar radiyallahu ‘anhu was quite grieved 
when he heard about the capture of his sister. 
(Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha was well-known 
for her beauty and good looks. Although she was 
considerably brave, what bravery can a captured 
prisoner display. At such a time, she will be more 
worried about her chastity.) Hadrat Dirar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu therefore proceeded henceforth to 
Hadrat Khalid radiyallahu ‘anhu and informed him 
of this tragedy. Hadrat Khalid radiyallahu ‘anhu 
said: “O Dirar! Don’t worry, we too have captured a 
large number of Romans. And you have captured 
their officer, Polus. (All our captives will be freed in 
exchange for just this one officer.) I will soon go to 
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liberate the Muslim women and children from the 
clutches of the enemy. I plan to pursue them up to 
Damascus.” 


Hadrat Khalid radiyallahu ‘anhu then proceeded 
with a band of one thousand soldiers while he sent 
the remainder of the army under Hadrat Abu 
‘Ubaydah radiyallahu ‘anhu towards Ajnadin so that 
the army of Wardan will not have the boldness to 
advance towards the Muslim-conquered lands. 
Hadrat Khalid appointed Rafi‘ ibn ‘Umayrah Ta’, 
Maysarah ibn ‘Absa and Dirar ibn Azwar at the front 
of the army and sent them towards Damascus so 
that they may learn about the army of Patris, make 
inquiries about the Muslim women who were 
captured, and he himself departed with an army of 
one thousand. 


Khaulah is selected 


In the meantime, Patris had captured some Muslim 
women, moved out of the battlefield and proceeded 
towards Damascus. On reaching a river, he camped 
there and informed his army that he is waiting for 
his brother Polus. He said: “I will not move from 
here until I get information about my brother. I will 
not enter Damascus without him.” He then ordered 
for the captured Muslim women to be brought 
before him. When they were presented before him, 
he selected Khaulah bint Azwar radiyallahu ‘anha 
for himself and announced: “No one should desire 
her for himself, she is mine.” 


His soldiers replied: “Undoubtedly, she is suited to 
you and you are suited to her.” After that, the 
guards began claiming the other women for 
themselves. Each one selected a woman for himself. 
After agreeing on who will get which woman, they 
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decided that they will only distribute the women 
among themselves after they receive information 
about Polus. In the meantime, these women will be 
bound to one tent. When the women were sent off to 
the tent, Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha stood 
up and addressed the women. 


Khaulah addresses the women 


O princesses of the Himyar family! O reminders of 
the Tubba‘ nation! Are you prepared to tolerate 
these Roman dogs to destroy your chastity and 
enslave your children? Where has your bravery and 
courage disappeared to — that courage which Arab 
tribes used to sing about in their towns and cities!? 
I am asking you because I do not see any traces of it 
in you now. I believe that in the faces of these 
miseries, it is very easy for us to be killed.” 


Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha had not finished her 
speech yet when ‘Afrah bint Ghifar radiyallahu 
‘anha stood up to reply to her. She said: “O 
daughter of Azwar! You are right. By Allah, our 
bravery is as you heard. We made. great 
contributions in major battles and conquered large 
battlefields. We are accustomed to riding horses and 
travelling by night. However, bravery can only be 
displayed with a sword and weapons. We were 
caught unawares and captured by the enemy, and 
none of us has any weapon. Now our value is no 
more than that of goats and sheep. How can we 
display our bravery?” 


Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha replied: “O 
princesses who are to revive the names of Himyar 
and Tubba‘! Take the first step. Remove the pegs 
and poles of their tents and attack those men. It is 
hoped that Allah ta‘ala will help us and rescue us 
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from this humiliating situation which - just 
thinking of it - is causing us to be terrified.” When 
‘Afrah bint Ghifar radiyallahu ‘anha heard the plan, 
she thanked her and said: “By Allah, you have 
shown us a way which is totally in line with our 
wishes.” 


The women then got up, began removing the pegs 
and bamboo poles of the tent, and called out the 
takbir (Allahu Akbar —- Allah is the greatest) in one 
loud voice. Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anhu was at the 
forefront. Behind her were ‘Afrah bint Ghifar, Umm 
Aban bint ‘Utbah, Salamah bint Dhira‘, Lubna bint 
Hazim, Mazra‘ah bint ‘Amluq, Salamah bint Nu‘man 
and others. 


Khaulah’s advice on the battlefield 


When they reached the battlefield, Khaulah 
radiyallahu ‘anha emphasised on the women not to 
get separated from each other. Instead, they should 
clasp their hands and remain together. If they got 
separated, the enemy would overpower them. She 
then said: “Use these pegs, poles and bamboos to 
render useless the spears and swords of the enemy. 
Then seize their horses and mount them.” After 
completing these words of advice Khaulah 
radiyallahu ‘anha advanced forward, struck a 
Roman with a pole on his head. He fell and began 
crawling back hastily. The Romans were left 
stupefied and wanted to know what was happening. 
Someone said: “The Muslim women have ripped out 
the tent poles and are now ready to fight us.” 


Patris went into a rage and said to the women: 
“What foolishness is this!?” ‘Afrah bint Ghifar 
radiyallahu ‘anha replied: “This is how we move 
about. We will now bust your heads with these 
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poles, remove your brains through your noses, and 
then cast you into the oven of the Hell-fire.” 


When Patris heard this, he moved forward and 
addressed his army: “Do not attack them with your 
swords nor kill anyone of them. Capture them alive. 
As for the one who captures Khaulah, dare he harm 
her in the least.” Saying this, Patris and his men 
surrounded the women and tried to capture them 
alive, but they could not do anything because when 
any one advanced, the women would strike his 
horse’s legs with a pole, cause the rider to fall, kill 
him and then seize his horse. Within a short while, 
the sixteen women killed thirty men. They all 
mounted the horses and were now fully armed with 
the spears, swords and other weapons which were 
on the horses. 


Patris could not control his rage when he saw this. 
He jumped off his horse and so did the rest of his 
army. They then rallied together and began 
attacking the women with their spears and swords. 
The women were spurring each other on and saying: 
“Do not die like cowards. Die like honourable 
braves.” Hadrat Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha was 
urging her sisters with these couplets: 


58 od ities — ts Bow 
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We are the daughters of Tubba‘ and 
Himyar. The manner in which we strike 
in battle cannot be denied. Because we 
are a blazing fire in war. Today you will 
be made to drink the worst type of 
torment. 
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When Patris heard these couplets of Khaulah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and cast a glance at her beauty, 
his heart flipped over and he said: “O Arab woman! 
Enough. I will honour you in a way which will 
please you. Will it be a small feat for you if I|who am 
feared by all Christians and am respected by 
Hercules become your servant and _ slave? In 
addition to that, I own many towns, every type of 
wealth and every variety of cattle. All of them are 
presented at your feet. You will become the master 
and chief of the people of Damascus. Have mercy on 
your life and do not invite death to your self.” 


Khaulah radiyallahu ‘anha replied: “O you cursed 
one! O you son of thousands of cursed ones. By 
Allah, if I get the opportunity I will separate your 
head from your body. I cannot even tolerate being 
your camel-herd.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! This is what you call pride over 
one’s Iman and giving preference to the Hereafter 
over the effects of this world. It is the grace of Allah 
ta‘ala which He confers on whomever He wills. 


Patris went into a rage and addressed his soldiers: 
“There is no need to threaten her further. I want you 
to attack them all at once and kill them. If you are 
defeated by them, you will have no face to show in 
Syria. People will constantly chastise you for being 
defeated by women. Fear the wrath of Masih ibn 
Maryam. Surround them and put an end to them.” 


The Romans advanced with all their force and did 
not hesitate in the least. These women too remained 
like mountains. They fought back the Roman 
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advance and anyone who came forward was sent off 
to Hell.! 


Demise 


The year of her demise is not established. She most 
probably passed away in the first century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with her. 


KRKKKK 


You have read _ stories about the knowledge, 
practice, abstinence, contentment, deep 
understanding, worship, remembrance of Allah 
ta‘ala, recitation of the Qur’an, adherence to fasting 
and salah, and bravery and valour of the Sahabiyat 
radiyallahu ‘anhunna. They are most certainly role 
models for the Muslim community. Everyone, 
especially women, should bear their lives in mind. 
May Allah ta‘ala enable us - men and women - to 
take admonition from their lives. May He bless them 
with the highest stages in Jannatul Firdaus. Amin. 
(compiler) 


7 Maulana Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani: Wiladat 
Muhammadiyyah Ka Raz, p. 417. 
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THE TABI‘AT 


Rahimahunnallah 


We now relate a brief account of the conditions, 
and statements of eleven Tabi‘at, and _ their 
academic, practical and moral achievements. 
Study their beliefs and deeds, read _ their 
biographies, and try to emulate them. 


The biographies and statements of twenty 
Sahabiyat radiyallahu ‘anhunna were given in 


volume one. 


May Allah ta‘ala give us the taufiq (inspiration) to 
practise. Amin. 
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Hadrat Fatimah bint al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Fatimah, her father’s name is Hadrat 
Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhu, and her grandfather’s 
name is Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Family nobility and seniority 


She was brought up and trained in an 
honourable, pure and respected family; and 
nurtured on a table of knowledge and piety. Her 
father, Hadrat Husayn ibn ‘Ali radiyallahu 
‘anhuma was a respected and distinguished 
leader, and the most beloved grandson of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


Hadith 


She is from among the narrators of Hadith. The 
following are some of the Sahabah radiyallahu 
‘anhum from whom she narrated Hadith: Hadrat 
Bilal, Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, and her 
respected father, Hadrat Husayn radiyallahu 
‘anhum. 


One of the mursal narrations has been narrated 
by her son, ‘Abdullah ibn Hasan, who said: 
Hadrat Fatimah bint Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam narrates that when Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to enter the 
musjid, he used to say: 
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Nye so 
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“I enter in the name of Allah. Peace be on Rasulullah. O 
Allah! Forgive me, and open for me the doors of Your 
mercy.” 


And when he left the musjid, he would say: 
sad Clg LS ely e'8S LS asl dll abl S35 Le AEG cal gi 


“I leave in the name of Allah. Peace be on Rasutlullah. O 
Allah! Forgive me my sins, and open for me the doors of 
Your grace.” 


Character 


Allah ta‘ala blessed her with beauty together with 
excellent character. She loved deeds of goodness 
and piety, and spent in good causes. The 
popularity of her excellent character spread very 
quickly among the people on account of her 
virtue, nobility, generosity, and goodness. 


Statement 


She gathered her children on one occasion and 
said: “A foolish person is never successful, nor 
does he ever realize his pleasures. It is only a 
person of courage who is successful. You should 
therefore seek protection through Allah’s fear.” 


Note: In other words, fear Allah ta’ala constantly 
because success lies solely in it, and one can 
remain safe through it. 


259 


Demise 


She passed away in 110 A.H. and was buried in 
Madinah Munawwarah. May Allah _ ta‘ala 
illuminate her grave.! 


1 Maulana Thana’ullah Mahmtd Sahib: Daur Tabiin ki 
Namur Khawatin, p. 33 - translation of Nisa’ min ‘Asr at- 
Tabi‘in of Ahmad Khalil Jumu‘ah. 
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Hadrat ‘Umrah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is ‘Umrah, her father’s name is ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman, and her grandfather’s name is Sa‘d. She 
is from the progeny of the Ansar of Madinah. She 
was trained and tutored by Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and she is listed among the 
women jurists of her time. Her father is one of the 
Companions of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam, and her grandfather is from among the 
early and senior Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum. 


Hadith 


She narrated Ahadith from WHadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha, Hadrat Umm _  Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and other others. 


She strove hard in the field of narrating Hadith. 
Consequently, she became a _ senior Hadith 
scholar, ‘alimah, jurist, a reliable narrator who 
was used as a proof, and from among the leading 
Tabi‘at. 


When Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd _ al-‘Aziz 
rahimahullah appointed some scholars for the 
compilation of Hadith, he highlighted to them the 
importance of the Ahadith of Hadrat ‘Umrah 
because she enjoyed an unparalleled position 
among women in the field of Hadith. 
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She related Ahadith from many Sahabiyat 
radiyallahu ‘anhunna. In like manner, many 
senior and erudite scholars related Ahadith from 
her. They include: Qadi Abu Bakr ibn Hazm, 
Imam Zuhri, ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr, Yahya ibn Sa‘id 
and others. Her narrations are found in many 
Hadith collections. 


Demise 


There is difference of opinion with regard to the 
year of her death. Some say she passed away in 
98 A.H. while others say 106 A.H. (Siyar A‘lam 
an-Nubalda’, vol. 4, p. 507) 
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Hadrat Hafsah bint Sirin rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Hafsah and her father’s name is 
Sirin. 


Qur’an 

She memorized the Qur’an when she was twelve 
years old. She memorized it so well and so 
perfectly, that whenever her brother Imam Ibn 


Sirin encountered any confusion, he would say: 
“Go and ask Hafsah.” 


Worship 


She had the following habit for thirty years: When 
she went on her musalla (prayer mat) in the 
morning, she would not get up from it unless it 
was for human needs or to get up and sleep in 
the afternoon. And when she went on her musalla 
for zuhr, she would only get up from there the 
next morning after performing the ishraq salah. 
She would then sleep for some time. She used to 
read half the Qur’an every night, and would keep 
fast all the time, except for the two days of ‘Id and 
the Ayyam-e-Tashrig (11, 12th, and 13t of Dht 
al-Hijjah). 


Hisham ibn Hassan relates: “Hafsah had a kafan 
(shroud) kept ready. When she used to depart for 
hajj and tie her ithram, she would wear it. Or, 
when the last ten days of Ramadan commenced, 
she would wear it and occupy herself in optional 
worship. (A‘yan al-Hujjdj, vol. 1, p. 170) 
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Merits 


The sister of Imam Muhammad ibn Sirin is a 
famous scholar of Hadith (muhaddithah). Senior 
Hadith scholars like Ibn Sirin and Qatadah 
narrate Hadith from her. From the Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum, she narrates from Hadrat 
Anas~ radiyallahu ‘anhu, Umm  ‘Atiyyah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and others. Her Ahadith are 
found in the Sihah Sittah (the six most authentic 
collections of Hadith). Her knowledge and acumen 
was coupled with piety. 


Deep insight into the Qur’an 


She had vast knowledge and deep insight into the 
Qur’an. This is displayed from the following 
incident: ‘Asim Ahwal and others (who were 
senior Hadith scholars) went to listen to Hadith 
from her on one occasion. Hafsah rahimahallah 
covered her face with a sheet despite her very old 
age. These scholars said to her: “But Allah ta‘ala 
says: 


CaS (xe ob DI Galle Ab EIS OF Y (al al G dealy 
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“As for those women who remain seated in the houses 
having no hope for marriage — there is no sin on them if 


they keep their [outer] clothes aside without displaying 
their adornment.” (Strah an-Nuir, 24: 60) 
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This shows that if very old women do not cover 
their faces, there is no harm in it. Hafsah asked: 
“What comes after this verse?” We replied: 


ot 7 (Aisin Sal ols 
“But to refrain from this also is better for them.” 


This shows that it is better for such women to 
cover their faces. 


Hafsah rahimahallah says: “O youngsters! Do 
whatever you have to do when you are young. I 
have seen that it is really in one’s young age when 
a person can do work.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What excellent advice for 
young boys and girls — they ought to adhere to it. 
Hadrat Murshidi Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah 
Sahib rahimahullah used to say: “Generally, 
nisbat (close affinity and connection) with Allah 
ta‘ala is acquired when a person is young. One 
should therefore strive to the utmost during this 
stage of one’s life. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam gave glad tidings of the shade of 
Allah’s Throne (‘Arsh) for those who were 
engrossed in Allah’s worship from the very 
beginning [of their lives]. Hadrat Khwajah 
Muhammad Ma‘sum rahimahullah specifically 
encouraged the youngsters to acquire spiritual 
blessings. Similarly, Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad 
rahimahullah directed their attention towards 
rectification and reformation in one of his 
lectures. 
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Hafsah rahimahallah purchased a Sindhi slave 
girl. After a few days, some people asked her: 
“What do you think of your owner?” The slave girl 
replied in Persian: “She is a very pious woman, 
but it seems she committed a very serious major 
sin because she spends the entire night crying 
and performing salah.” 


Hisham relates that she used to light a lamp at 
night and occupy herself in optional salah. 
Sometimes the lamp would go out, but her house 
used to remain illuminated until the morning. 
Her sister, Umm Sulaym, also testifies to seeing 
the house illuminated without any lamps being lit 
in it. 


Note: Glory to Allah! This was certainly her 
miracle. This shows that karadmadt are not only 
performed by men but by women as well. This is 
the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He gives to 
whomever He wills. 


Demise 


She passed away in 101 A.H at the age of 91. May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. (A‘yan al- 
Aujyjaj, vol. 1, p. 179) 
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Hadrat Umm ad-Darda’ as-Sughra 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her kunniyyat is Umm ad-Darda’ as-Sughra, her 
name is Hajimah, and her father’s name is Hayy. 
She is the wife of a senior Sahabi, Abu ad-Darda’ 
‘Uwaymir ibn Zayd radiyallahu ‘anhu. 


Hadrat Abt: ad-Darda’ radiyallahu ‘anhu had two 
wives, and both were known as Umm ad-Darda’. 
The elder (Kubra) of the two is a Sahabiyah while 
the younger (Sughra) is a Tabi‘tyyah. 


Marriage 


She was an orphan when she was brought up 
under the care of Abu ad-Darda’ radiyallahu 
‘anhu. He took care of her out of love for Allah 
ta‘ala and Rasulullah_ sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. He ensured the best for her in the course 
of her upbringing because he knew that a person 
who takes care of an orphan is rewarded 
abundantly by Allah ta‘ala. 


Hadrat Abu ad-Darda’ radiyallahu ‘anhu married 
her when she reached the age of maturity. She 
adopted the kunniyyat of Abu ad-Darda’ and 
came to be popularly known as Umm ad-Darda’ 
as-Sughra. She began studying under her 
husband, related many Ahadith, and became 
included in the list of Tabi‘yyat who were ‘alimat 
(female ‘ulama’, and jurists who left behind lofty 
and elevated traces in the books of history. 
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She also learnt contentment and self-reliance. 
She says: “Abt. ad-Darda’ used to come in the 
morning and ask: ‘Is there anything to eat?’ If 
there was nothing to eat, he would say: ‘Tf that is 
the case, I am fasting.” 


She appreciated and valued these qualities of her 
husband, and used to make du‘da’ to Allah ta‘ala 
to join her to him in Paradise. 


She used to say: “O Allah! Abu ad-Darda’ 
proposed to me and married me. O Allah! I 
propose to You and ask You to get me married to 
Abt ad-Darda’ in the Hereafter.” 


Obedience and worship 


All her time was spent in obedience, acquisition of 
knowledge and worship. Her house was a refuge 
for every helpless and poor person. Every type of 
jurist, mujtahid, and worshipper — whether male 
or female — would come to acquire knowledge of 
Hadith from her and engage in Allah’s dhikr. Ibn 
Kathir rahimahullah relates that people would 
come to the northern wall of the Jami‘ Musjid of 
Damascus and study jurisprudence from her. 


Hadrat ‘Aun ibn ‘Abdillah says: “We used to go to 
Umm ad-Darda’ and engage in Allah’s dhikr. The 
women would go to her during their times and 
occupy themselves in dhikr and salah.” 


Yunus ibn Maysarah says: “Women would spend 
entire nights performing salah with Umm ad- 
Darda’ until their feet would get cracked.” 
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One of her many good qualities was that she was 
extremely desirous for assemblies of knowledge, 
and she used to encourage people to attend the 
assemblies and discussions of the ‘ulama’. 


She used to say: “Fear in the heart of man is like 
the flame of a candle. Have you seen it fluttering 
with fear?” Shahr ibn Haushab replied: “We have 
certainly seen it.” 


Demise 


Umm ad-Darda’ rahimahallah passed away in 82 
A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 
(Daur Tabiin ki Namur Khawatin, p. 289) 


269 


Hadrat Sakinah bint al-Husayn 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Aminah and her kunniyyat is 
Sakinah. She is known by her kunniyyat. Her 
father’s name is Husayn, and mother’s name is 
Rabab bint Imru’ul Qays al-Kalbiyyah. She was 
from among those Tabi‘tyyat who memorized the 
Ahadith of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Ibn ‘Asakir rahimahullah narrates one of 
her Ahadith from Fa’id Maula ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Ali. 
Fa’id says: Sakinah bint al-Husayn narrated to 
me from her mother who said that Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “The bearers of 
the Qur’an will be the ‘arifin (those who have 
truly recognized Allah ta‘ala) of Paradise.” 


Character 


She possessed noble character. She was 
embellished with the qualities of good etiquette, 
modesty, knowledge, intelligence, acumen, 
farsightedness, and outward and inner beauty. 
Together with her high status, she was extremely 
generous. She attached no value whatsoever to 
riches and wealth. Anyone who went to her would 
receive a lot of wealth, and she would honour the 
person. All these qualities made her extremely 
famous. 
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Demise 


She passed away on 5 Rabi‘ al-Awwal 117 A.H. in 
Madinah Munawwarah on a Thursday. She was 
80 years old at the time. May Allah ta‘ala shower 
His mercy on her. 
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Hadrat Umm Kulthim bint Hadrat ‘Ali 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Umm Kulthtm, and her father’s 
name is Hadrat ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib ibn ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib al-Hashimi. She was the blood sister of 
Hadrat Hasan and Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhuma 
and she was born in 6 A.H. during the era of her 
maternal grandfather, Hadrat Muhammad 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, who 
named her Umm Kulthtum. She certainly saw 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam but did 
not narrate from him. 


Upbringing 

She was brought up in a home which Allah ta‘ala 
had purified of all evil. Allah ta‘’ala blessed her 
with an excellent mother, viz. Sayyidah Fatimah 
bint Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam who 
is the leader of all the women of Paradise. 


As she grew up, she emerged as one of the most 
eloquent daughters of the Quraysh. 


Marriage 


She got married to Amir al-Mu’minin Sayyiduna 
Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu who was 
overjoyed at having established a family tie with 
the household of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. [When he got married to her], he said to 
the early emigrants — Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu 
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‘anhu, Hadrat Talhah radiyallahu ‘anhu, Hadrat 
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Auf radiyallahu ‘anhu and 
others — to congratulate him. They asked: “For 
what?” He replied: “I have the honour of marrying 
the daughter of Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu.” He 
then related a Hadith in which Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “All lineages 
and bonds will be severed on the day of 
Resurrection except for my lineage and bond.” 


Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu then said: “I am 
a Sahabi of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam and this bond [of marriage with Hadrat 
Umm Kulthtm] has added to the honour of being 
his Sahabi.” 


Imam Dhahabi, Ibn Kathir and ‘Allamah Tabari 
rahimahumullah state that her marriage took 
place in Dht al-Qa‘dah 17 A.H. and Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu gave 40000 coins of the 
currency at the time as dowry (mahr). 


When Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu used to 
fulfil the needs of the Muslims, his wife, Umm 
Kulthtm, would not lag behind. She used to 
assist Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu and help 
him to remove the pains of the people. And how 
could she not have done this, after all, she was 
from the progeny of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam and the wife of the second caliph, 
Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu. She used to 
remain at the forefront in every good work so that 
she may receive as much reward as possible. 
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Demise 


According to Imam Dhahabi rahimahullah, Hadrat 
‘Umm Kulthtm rahimahallah passed away during 
the era of Sayyiduna Amir Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu 
‘anhu. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


Some books state that the janazah salah was led 
by the governor of Madinah, Sa‘id ibn al-‘As, and 
her janazah was attended by Hadrat ‘Abbas, 
Hadrat Abu Hurayrah, Hadrat Abu Sa‘id Khudri 
and Hadrat Abu Qatadah radiyallahu ‘anhum. 
(Daur Tabiin ki Namur Khawatin, p. 129) 
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Hadrat Mu‘adhah bint ‘Abdillah al- 
‘Adawiyyah rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Mu‘adhah al-‘Adawiyyah, her 
kunniyyat is Umm as-Sahba’, and her father’s 
name is ‘Abdullah. 


Merits 


She was a distinguished and eminent Tabi‘tyyah. 
She quenched her thirst for knowledge in the 
company of the Sahabah and Sahabiyat. She 
studied mostly under Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha, Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hisham 
ibn ‘Amir radiyallahu ‘anhu; and also narrated 
Ahadith from them. 


Worship 


She held a lofty position in piety, deep 
understanding of Din, and other acts of worship. 
Words of wisdom would flow from her tongue, and 
these would have an effect on the people. She 
used to wear thin garments in winter so that she 
would experience the cold which would drive 
away sleep, and not allow her to develop laziness 
while in worship. (Daur Tabiin ki Namur 
Khawatin, p. 232) 


Salah 


If she was occupied in any work at the time of 
salah, she would stop her work immediately and 
perform her salah. She used to spend the entire 
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night in salah, dhikr and recitation of the Qur’an. 
She used to perform 600 rak‘ats of salah daily. 


Remembrance of death 


When the sun used to rise, she would say: “This 
is the day of my death.” Then she would not sleep 
until the night. When night approached, she 
would say: “This is the night of my death.” And 
she would not sleep until the morning. When she 
was overcome by sleep, she would stand up and 
walk around in her house. She used to say: “O 
my soul! Eternal sleep is before us [i.e. when we 
die].” She would spend the entire night in this 
way and feared death overtaking her while she 
was asleep. (Tabaqat) 


Note: We learn from this that not only men, but 
even women were honoured with abundant 
worship. May Allah ta‘ala bestow a similar desire 
in our women. 


Statements 


1. “I am astonished at the eyes which sleep when 
they know that the night is very long in the 
darkness of the grave.” 


2. She said to a woman whom she had breast-fed: 
“O my daughter! Become a woman who fears and 
is hopeful of meeting Allah ta‘ala. I consider a 
person who has hope to be the nearest to Allah 
ta‘ala. And the one who fears Him should hope 
for His sanctuary at the time when he/she stands 
before Him.” 
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3. She used to say with regard to having less 
desire for this world: “I lived for 70 years in this 
world but found no coolness for my eyes in it.” In 
other words, I did not find any peace and comfort 
in it. From the time her husband passed away to 
the end of her life, she never lied down on her 
bed. 


Demise 


She passed away in 83 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her. (Daur Tabi‘tn kit Namur 
Khawatin, p. 235) 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is ‘A’ishah and her father’s name is 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas radiyallahu ‘anhu. She was a 
resident of Madinah. 


She was a renowned Tabi‘lyyah, a woman of 
knowledge and virtue; and a_ distinguished 
memorizer and narrator [of Hadith]. 


Educational upbringing 


She was born in Madinah during the caliphate of 
Hadrat ‘Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu. In those days, 
Madinah Munawwarah was the centre of 
Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum, ‘ulamd’ and 
muhaddithin. She was nurtured before her 
father’s eyes during this blessed era. Her father is 
one of the ‘Asharah Mubash-sharah (the ten 
Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum who received glad 
tidings of Paradise in this world). Can there be a 
greater honour than this? 


Hadith 


She narrated Ahadith from her father and some of 
the Pure Wives of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. Many Tabitn narrated Ahadith from 
her, e.g. Imam Malik ibn Anas rahimahullah, Abu 
Ayyub Sakhtiyani rahimahullah, al-Hakam ibn 
Utaybah, Abu az-Zinad, Muhajir ibn Mismar 
rahimahumullah. Imam Bukhari rahimahullah 
accepted her Ahadith. 
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Worship 


Together with narrating Hadith and possessing 
deep understanding of Din, she enjoyed a special 
position as regards her worship. She was 
extremely particular about salah. She had 
virtually handed herself over for salah in Musjid- 
e-Nabawi. She used to pay particular attention to 
optional salah and other acts of worship. She 
imbibed this special interest in worship from the 
Pure Wives of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam because she used to spend a lot of time in 
their service. 


Note: Glory to Allah! By virtue of remaining in the 
company of MHadrat Sa‘d ibn Abi Wagqqas 
radiyallahu ‘anhu and the Pure Wives of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam_ she 
reached this lofty position wherein an erudite 
imam like Imam Malik rahimahullah narrated 
Ahadith from her. She also reached a high level in 
worship. We learn from this that these positions 
are not reserved for men. Women who turned 
their attention in this direction were able to reach 
these positions. Even today, if the women of Islam 
direct themselves towards this, they can achieve 
success. There is no shortage in the treasures of 
Allah ta‘ala. Inspiration is from Allah ta‘alda alone. 


Demise 


She passed away in 117 A.H. at the age of 90. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 
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Hadrat Umm Kulthiim bint Abi Bakr 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is Umm Kultham and her father’s 
name is Hadrat Abu Bakr Siddiq radiyallahu 
‘anhu. She is the wife of Hadrat Sayyiduna 
Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah radiyallahu ‘anhu who 
was from the ‘Asharah Mubash-sharah. 


Education and training 


Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu said to his 
daughter, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha: “It is 
your responsibility to educate and train Umm 
Kulthum.” Consequently, she carried out her 
father’s order and did her best to train her. She 
would safeguard her against anything which 
would lead to disobedience. Hadrat Umm 
Kultham rahimahallah acquired her entire Hadith 
education from Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. 
She then qualified under her in such a manner 
that she was included among those Tabi‘tyyat 
whose knowledge and merits people had 
confidence in. 


Hadrat Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah radiyallahu ‘anhu who 
is a Sahabi, also narrated Hadith from her. Many 
Tabiin narrated from her as well. Her narrations 
are found in Tirmidhi Sharif and Muslim Sharif. 
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Marriage 


She was married to MHadrat Talhah ibn 
‘Ubaydillah radiyallahu ‘anhu. She spent her life 
with her husband as a very _ trustworthy 
worshipper [of Allah ta‘ala], and became famous 
for it. 


Generosity 


Umm Kulthtm rahimahallah inherited the quality 
of generosity from her father, Hadrat Abu Bakr 
radiyallahu ‘anhu, whose- generosity was 
unparalleled. Moreover, she was trained by 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha who herself 
was well-known for her big-heartedness. In 
addition to this, she was the wife of Hadrat 
Talhah radiyallahu ‘anhu whom  Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam had given the titles: 


ogtl ded ¢ plall dele «tl dl 


“Talhah, the one who brings good. Talhah, the big- 
hearted. Talhah, the generous.” 


Umm Kulthtm rahimahallah was trained in a 
pure environment like this, and so, she used to 
encourage others to do the same, and she herself 
participated fully in it. 


Note: Masha Allah! Generosity and _ big- 
heartedness are worthy of emulation for everyone 
— men and women. In fact, women should pay 
particular attention to it so that they may acquire 
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the good of both worlds. Inspiration is from Allah 
ta‘ala alone. 


Demise 


There is no clear mention of when Umm Kulthtm 
rahimahallah passed away. However, there are 
certain indications that she passed away after 58 
A.H. in Madinah Munawwarah. (Daur Tabi‘in ki 
Namur Khawatin, p. 209) 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah bint Talhah 
rahimahallah 


Name and lineage 


Her name is ‘A’ishah, and her father’s name is 
Sayyiduna Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah radiyallahu 
‘anhu who is from the ‘Asharah Mubash-sharah. 
Her mother is Umm Kulthtm bint Abi Bakr 
Siddiq radiyallahu ‘anhu. Hadrat Umm _ al- 
Mu’minin ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha is her 
maternal aunt. 


Merits 


She is a senior Tabityyah who is a pious woman 
from a great family of the era of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. She was brought up 
and trained by Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. She acquired knowledge, 
etiquette, jurisprudence, Hadith and _ other 
sciences from her. She was completely different 
from other women in her outlook. She was totally 
aloof from self-adornment and beautification. She 
used to remain fully engrossed in acquiring 
knowledge and facts. 


Hadith 


She narrated Ahadith from Umm al-Mu’minin 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. Her Ahadith 
are mentioned in the Sithah (the six most 
authentic collections of Hadith). She acquired the 
knowledge of Hadith and an affinity for it from 
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her aunt. Consequently, she was one of those 
Tabityyat from whom people quoted Ahadith. 


Many senior TabitIn and ‘ulamd’ narrate Hadith 
from her. From among her narrations, one of 
them is the one quoted by Imam Abt Da’ud 
rahimahullah, whose chain of transmitters reads 
as follows: 


Lge SLI al oo atthe egll of ye dnb cy Little ye 


“On the authority of ‘A’ishah bint Talhah from Umm al- 
Mu’minin ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhda...” 


She says: “I did not see anyone who resembled 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam in his 
appearance, ways and conditions more than 
Fatimah bint Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. When she used to go to him, he would 
stand up, kiss her, and seat her in his place. 
When Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 
used to go to her house, she would stand up, kiss 
him, and seat him in her place.” 


A similar narration with the same chain of 
transmitters is narrated by Imam Muslim 
rahimahullah. She says: “Rastlullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam addressed the Mothers of the 
Believers [his pure wives] saying: ‘The first one to 
join me will be the one who has the longest 
hand.” 


284 


Character and habits 


Hadrat ‘A’ishah bint Talhah rahimahallah used to 
engage in the remembrance of Allah ta‘ala 
abundantly. Her tongue was never empty of 
Allah’s remembrance by night and day. Her nafs 
had been purified and became pure. This made 
her unique among the daughters of Hadrat 
Talhah radiyallahu ‘anhu. She was a woman who 
feared Allah ta’ala and submitted before Him. 
Speaking the truth was her salient feature. She 
was matchless in her knowledge and cognition 
(ma'‘rifat). 


Demise 


She passed away in 101 A.H. (Daur Tabi‘in ki 
Namur Khawatin, p. 15) 
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Hadrat Sayyidah Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyyah 
al-Basriyyah rahimahallah 


Introduction 


She was a resident of Basra. Her seniority can be 
gauged from the fact that Hadrat Sufyan Thauri 
rahimahullah used to ask her masa@’il, ask her for 
advice, and request her to make du‘d’ for him. 


Crying before Allah ta‘ala 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Is& says: “When I went into the 
house of Hadrat Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyyah, I saw 
special effulgence on her face, and she was a 
woman who used to cry profusely [to Allah 
ta‘ald].” 


A person read a certain verse of the Qur’an which 
makes mention of the Hell-fire in her presence. 
On hearing this verse, she screamed and fell 
down. (Sifatus Safwah of Ibn al-Jauzi, vol. 4, p. 
27) 


Fear 


Her crying was accompanied with sorrow. When 
the Hell-fire was mentioned in her presence, she 
would fall unconscious for lengthy periods of 
time. She used to say: “Our istighfar (seeking 
forgiveness) is in itself in need of istighfar.” She 
would not accept gifts. She would say: “I have no 
need for this world.” Her kafan (shroud) used to 
be placed at her place of sajdah (prostration), and 
this place used to remain moist with her tears. 
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Note: O woman of today! She is a woman just like 
you. She acquired excellence in knowledge and 
deeds, on account of which, many senior scholars 
used to benefit from her. Unfortunately, the 
situation today is that let alone our women 
succumbing to futile and useless greed, they 
influence their husbands. Apart from _ self- 
beautification and luxuries and comforts, they 
have no desire for excellence and beauty in 
knowledge and good deeds. May Allah ta‘ala 
protect us. Amin. 


One day she heard Hadrat Sufyan rahimahullah 
saying: 


“O how sorrowful!” 

She replied: 

“O how little your sorrow is!” 

What she meant was that if you were really 
sorrowful and concerned, you would never have 
engrossed yourself with the comforts and luxuries 


of this world. 


There are many other well-known stories 
displaying her merits. (Tabaqdat) 
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Statements 


1. “There is a fruit [result] for everything. The 
fruit of ma‘rifat (true recognition of Allah ta‘ald) is 
that a person directs himself totally towards Allah 
ta‘alda.” 


2. She used to say: 
abil jiaeeel G Gaal a5 oye abl jax 


‘IT seek forgiveness from Allah ta‘ala for the lack of 
sincerity in my seeking forgiveness from Allah ta‘ala.” 


3. Hadrat Sufyan rahimahullah asked her: “What 
is the best thing through which a servant can 
seek closeness to Allah ta‘ala>?” She replied: “The 
best way of acquiring closeness to Allah ta‘ald is 
for a person not to have any friend in this world 
and the Hereafter apart from Allah ta‘alda.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What an excellent piece of 
advice which every sdlik (the one treading the 
path) must essentially bear in mind. Inspiration 
is from Allah ta‘ala alone. 


Demise 


She passed away in 185 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her. (Qa@mus al-Mashahir, 
vol. 1, p. 234) 
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TABI'IYYAT AND OTHER PIOUS 
WOMEN 


Khayrah, the mother of Hasan Basri 


Khayrah was the mother of the chief of the Tabi‘n, 
Hadrat Imam Hasan Basri rahimahullah (d. 110 
A.H.). There are two narrations with reference to 
her. According to one narration, she and her 
husband Yasar were slaves of a person from the 
Banu Najjar tribe. This person gave her over to the 
Bantu Salimah as a dowry for his wife. The Banu 
Salimah then freed her. The other narration states 
that Yasar was a slave of Hadrat Zayd ibn Thabit 
radiyallahu ‘anhu while Khayrah was a slave 
woman of the Mother of the Believers, Hadrat Umm 
Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha. The second narration is 
more authentic. 


Hadrat Hasan Basri rahimahullah was born to 
Khayrah in 12 A.H. She used to remain occupied in 
domestic tasks most of the time. When the little 
Hasan would cry, Hadrat Umm Salamah radiyallahu 
‘anha used to place her breast against him to pacify 
him. In this way, Khayrah’s fortunate son had the 
honour of being suckled by Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha. Hadrat Khayrah acquired the 
science of Hadith from Hadrat Umm Salamah 
radiyallahu ‘anha and she also benefited from the 
deep knowledge of Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha. In his Sirdt-e-‘A’ishah, ‘Allamah Sayyid 
Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah lists MHadrat 
Khayrah as a student of Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha. 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha and Umm 
Salamah radiyallahu ‘anha had acquired knowledge 
directly from Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Thus, the lofty academic position of any 
woman who studied under them is self-evident. 


Hadrat Khayrah used to deliver lectures in 
assemblies of women. Hadrat Usamah ibn Zayd 
radiyallahu ‘anhu relates: 


I saw the mother of Hasan addressing 


women. 


Hadrat Khayrah most probably passed away in the 
first century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower 
His mercy on her. 


VT OKA & thaw cyl lib! 


561 


Umm ‘Asim 


Umm ‘Asim was the grand daughter of Amir al- 
Mu’minin Hadrat ‘Umar ibn Khattab radiyallahu 
‘anhu and the mother of the eighth Umayyad caliph, 
Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz radiyallahu ‘anhu. 
How did Hadrat ‘Umar ibn Khattab radiyallahu 
‘anhu make the mother of Umm ‘Asim his daughter- 
in-law? This is an inspiring story from the history of 
Islam. Details are as follows: 


Hadrat ‘Umar Khattab radiyallahu ‘anhu was in the 
habit of patrolling at night with his attendant, 
Aslam. The purpose of doing this was to learn about 
the conditions of people and solve their problems. 
On one such night, the two were walking about and 
when they got tired, they sat down against the wall 
of a house. They suddenly heard the voice of a 
woman from inside. She was saying: 


Daughter! Get up and add some water 
to this milk. 


They then heard the voice of a young woman: 


Mother! Did you not hear the order of 
the Amir al-Mu’minin!? An 
announcement was made that no one 
should add water to milk and then sell 
it. 


The mother replied in a harsh tone: 


Daughter! Leave your talking, get up 
and add water to the milk. Who is here 
to see what we are doing? 


The daughter replied: 
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Mother! Allah ta‘ala is certainly 
watching us. He will be displeased 
with us if we commit such a treachery. 
Furthermore, it will also entail 
disobeying an order of the Amir al- 
Mu’minin. Will it not be a sin if we 
portray obedience to him in his 
presence while we disobey him in his 
absence? I will not commit such a sin. 


When Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu heard the 
conversation between mother and daughter, he 
asked Aslam to remember the location of the house. 


The next morning, Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu 
sent Aslam to make inquiries about the house and 
the women living in it. After making inquiries, 
Aslam returned and informed Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu that the house belongs to a widow 
and the girl is her unmarried daughter. Hadrat 
‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu was so impressed by the 
girl’s Allah-consciousness and religiosity that he 
decided to make her his daughter-in-law. And so, he 
sent a proposal for her on behalf of his son, ‘Asim 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. In this way, this righteous young 
woman became his daughter-in-law. 


Umm ‘Asim [the personality under discussion] was 
born from this young woman. She was trained and 
nurtured by her mother and turned into a highly 
cultured and well-mannered woman. She _ got 
married to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Marwan who was the 
governor of Egypt. He was the brother of ‘Abd al- 
Malik ibn Marwan, the fifth Umayyad caliph. 


Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz rahimahullah was 
born from Umm ‘Asim in 61 or 62 A.H. He became 
the caliph in 99 A.H. after the demise of Sulayman 
ibn ‘Abd al-Malik. Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
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rahimahullah revived the “righteous caliphate” once 
again. He was referred to as ‘Umar Thani (the 
second ‘Umar) by virtue of his justice, equity, 
knowledge, abstinence and piety. 


Unfortunately, Umm ‘Asim did not get an 
opportunity to observe the caliphate of her son. She 
had passed away quite some time before it. After her 
demise, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz got married to her sister, 
Hafsah bint ‘Asim. However, she did not possess the 
lofty qualities which were peculiar to Umm ‘Asim. 
And so, when the relatives of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz used to 
look at her, they used to remark: “If only Hafsah 
also had the lofty qualities of Umm ‘Asim.” 
Gradually, this statement became an idiom among 
the Arabs. 


Umm ‘Asim most probably passed away in the first 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 78. 
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The mother of Sufyan Thauri 


She was the wife of Hadrat Said ibn Masruq 
rahimahullah and the mother of the great Tabi’, 
Hadrat Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah (d. 161 A.H.). 
Hadrat Sa‘id ibn Masruq rahimahullah was a high 
ranking scholar and well-known in the narration of 
Ahadith. She herself was a pious and scholarly 
woman. 


Hadrat Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah relates: I raised 
my gaze towards the sky one night and felt as if my 
heart is not at my side. When I related this to my 
mother, she said: 


It seems as though you did not look 
towards the sky with the intention of 
pondering and reflecting. You looked 
up merely to entertain yourself. 


The financial position of the parents of Hadrat 
Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah was not good. This 
proved to be an obstacle for him on the path of 
acquiring knowledge. However, his mother’s passion 
for Din and her courage removed this obstacle. She 
encouraged him to study Din in the following words: 


cca be dye ge AST ly ell LT ce 
hus 365 je bb eyolels pre eu |5! 
eck 3 J ob Db o5 le, Hie 3 sob; 

has Vy J ea ail 


Dear son! Seek knowledge and I will 
fulfil your needs through my spindle. 
Dear son! When you write ten Ahadith, 
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you must think about the effect they had 
on you. Did they improve your walk, 
your forbearance and your dignity? If 
they did not, then know well that this 
knowledge will be harmful to you. It will 
not benefit you in any way. 


Note: Look at the special attention this woman gave 
to her child’s training. This quality is virtually non- 
existent today. If there is no interest in this type of 
knowledge, how can practising on it be realized? 


Umm Sufyan did not encourage her son to only seek 
knowledge. Rather, she advised him that it must be 
a means of rectifying his character and 
mannerisms. It must not cause retrogression in his 
life. It must be a worship; not a business. It must 
cause him to become beloved in Allah’s sight; it 
must not cause his destruction. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the high level to which 
this mother wanted to convey her child. This is how 
he reached such lofty levels in education and 
training. Unfortunately, women of this nature are 
hard to come by; how, then, can such education be 
acquired? (compiler) 


She most probably passed away in the second 
century of Islam. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy 
on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 113. 
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Rabi‘ah Shamtyyah 


She was the wife of Shaykh Ahmad ibn Abi al- 
Hawari (d. 203 A.H.). She was a pious woman and 
an ascetic. She was a student of Bibi Hakimah. She 
acquired much from her and then she herself was 
listed among the ardent worshippers. Like Bibi 
Hakimah, she is listed among the Auliya’ of the 
second century. She was always overcome by love, 
affinity and fear for Allah ta‘ala. She had a keen 
interest in poetry and could compose couplets on 
the spur of the moment. 


There are several incidents displaying her 
supernatural feats. A tray of food was placed before 
her. She said to her attendant: “Take this tray of 
food away from here. I have the feeling that the 
caliph of the Muslims has passed away today.” 
When inquiries were made, they concluded that the 
caliph Harun ar-Rashid - the Amir al-Mu’minin — 
had in fact passed away that day. 


Note: This shows that women are also endowed with 
supernatural feats. When a person — whether man 
or woman - is particular about following the 
Sunnah, Allah ta‘ala confers them with 
supernatural feats. Inspiration is solely from Allah 
ta‘ala. (compiler) 


She most probably passed away in the second 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 114. 
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Bibi Kurdiyyah 


She was a resident of Basra or Ahwaz. She was a 
special student of Bibi Sha‘'wanah. She was 
immersed in worship and spiritual exercises. She 
was listed among the Allah-fearing women of her 
time. 


Bibi Kurdiyyah relates: I was with Bibi Sha‘wanah 
when I was suddenly overpowered by sleep and I fell 
asleep. Bibi Sha‘wanah shook me and woke me up. 
She then said: 


O Kurdiyyah! This is not the place to 
sleep. The graveyard is the actual 
place to sleep. 


Kurdiyyah relates: The blessed company of Bibi 
Sha‘wanah emptied my heart of love for this world. 
Those who hankered after this world became 
insignificant in my eyes, and I had no worry 
whatsoever about sustenance. I developed a deep 
love for Muslims and I did not look down on any 
Muslim no matter how unimportant they were as 
regards this world. 


Note: This is a quality displaying utmost 
humbleness and _= self-effacement. It is a 
praiseworthy quality. May Allah ta‘ala enable us to 
acquire it. Amin. (compiler) 


She most probably passed away in the second 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 117. 
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Mukarramah Fatimah bint ‘Abd al- 
Malik 


(the wife of Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz) 
Introduction 


Fatimah bint ‘Abd al-Malik is listed among the 
honourable and highly-cultured women of the first 
century of Islam. 


She was born between the years 64 and 70 A.H. Her 
parents showered all their affection on her and paid 
special attention to her training and education. 


Marriage 


When she turned the age of maturity, her father — 
the caliph ‘Abd al-Malik — got her married to his 
nephew, Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd _al-‘Aziz 
rahimahullah in 86 A.H. ‘Abd al-Malik appointed his 
son-in-law as the governor of Khanasirah. ‘Abd al- 
Malik passed away soon thereafter and Walid ibn 
‘Abd al-Malik became the new caliph. He appointed 
‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz as the governor of Madinah 
in 87 A.H. At the time, he was fastidious about his 
dressing and was a royal spender. He would were 
the most exclusive clothes and apply the purest of 
perfumes. He would apply amber to his beard, eat 
the most exotic foods and live a life of opulence. 
From this one can gauge how he must have 
pampered his wife. 


He was removed from the governorship of Madinah 
in 93 A.H. The caliph, Sulayman ibn ‘Abd al-Malik 
praised him highly and valued him. Before he could 
pass away, he named ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz as the 
next caliph. And so, when Sulayman passed away, 
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‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ascended the throne. No 
sooner he took this responsibility, his life took a 
complete turn. Instead of becoming a powerful 
despot, he chose Hadrat ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
radiyallahu ‘anhu as his role model. He moulded his 
life in the mould of dervishes like Hadrat Abu Dharr 
Ghifari radiyallahu ‘anhu, Hadrat Hudhayfah ibn al- 
Yaman radiyallahu ‘anhu and Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 
radiyallahu ‘anhu. This is why he was referred to as 
‘Umar IJ. ‘Allamah Ibn Khaldun rahimahullah 
writes: 


Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd _al-‘Aziz 
rahimahullah was the middle link of 
the Marwani chain. He devoted all his 
efforts to reviving the era of the 
Righteous Caliphs and the Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum. 


A dutiful wife 


The moment he became the caliph, he returned his 
family properties and lands to their rightful owners. 
His wife, Fatimah had an expensive necklace which 
her father had given her. In addition to that, she 
had a considerable amount of wealth and jewellery 
given to her by her brothers. Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz rahimahullah said to her: “You have one of 
two choices: Give over these gems, jewels and 
wealth to the Bayt al-Mal or be prepared to separate 
yourself from me.” His dutiful wife gave over all her 
possessions including the expensive necklace to the 
Bayt al-Mal without hesitation, and gave preference 
to remaining at the side of her dervish husband. 
She then lived a life of poverty with him, and never 
uttered a word of complaint. Her children also lived 
this frugal life and she constantly encouraged them 
towards patience and contentment. 
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Admonitory incidents 


1. After becoming the caliph, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
rahimahullah gave up eating exotic dishes. Pulse 
would be cooked most of the time. The attendant 
complained to Fatimah one day: “I am fed up with 
eating pulse day after day.” She replied: “This is 
what your master, the Amir al-Mu’minin, eats and 
so do I.” The attendant fell silent. 


2. A few days before ‘id al-fitr, Fatimah said to her 
husband: “The children have very ordinary clothes 
for ‘Id. If you could make arrangements to get them 
new clothes, they will be delighted.” Hadrat ‘Umar 
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz wrote a note to the treasurer at the 
Bayt al-Mal stating: “I request one month’s salary 
before hand.” The treasurer wrote something on the 
reverse side of the note and sent it back. It 
contained these words: “Does the Amir al-Mu’minin 
have a guarantee that he will be alive next month?” 


He broke down into tears when he read the note and 
said to his wife: “Our children will receive exclusive 
garments in Paradise. There is no need for them to 
wear such clothes in this world.” His wife never 
made such requests again. 


3. Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz expressed his 
desire to eat honey from Lebanon. His wife wrote to 
the governor of Lebanon, Ibn Ma‘dikariba, who in 
turn sent a large amount of honey to her. When she 
presented it to Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, he 
addressed her: “It seems you wrote to the governor 
of Lebanon requesting him for honey.” When she 
replied in the affirmative, he did not even taste it. 
He had it sold and handed the money over to the 
Bayt al-Mal. 
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4. An Iraqi woman came to Damascus to obtain a 
monthly stipend for her orphan children. After 
inquiring the whereabouts of the house of ‘Umar ibn 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, she went to Fatimah who was 
preparing rotis at the time. Fatimah seated the 
woman. The woman looked around her and was 
astonished. She said: 


I came here so that the blessings of 
this house will remove the desolation 
of my house, but this house is itself 
desolate. 


Fatimah replied: 


Sister, this house is becoming desolate 
so that the houses of people like you 
can become inhabited. 


She then asked the woman about her needs. When 
the Amir al-Mu’minin arrived, Fatimah informed her 
husband of the woman’s needs and he stipulated a 
stipend for her orphan children. 


When Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz rahimahullah 
was on his deathbed, his brother-in-law Maslamah 
ibn ‘Abd al-Malik came to visit him. He saw ‘Umar 
wearing a soiled and torn shirt. He said to his sister: 
“Change the shirt of the Amir al-Mu’minin. People 
come to visit him. What will they say if they see this 
shirt?” Fatimah replied: “By Allah, this is the only 
shirt he has.” 


In short, this princess who was brought up in 
opulence and luxury spent the era of her dervish 
husband’s caliphate in a state of poverty and 
frugalness. She remained alive for quite some time 
after his demise in 101 A.H. but never allowed 
herself to return to her former life of opulence. 
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Demise 


She most probably passed away in the second 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her. 


Resting place 


The famous Turkish writer, Dhahni Afendi, presents 
another angle to the life of Fatimah bint ‘Abd al- 
Malik in his Mashahir an-Nisa@’: 


Fatimah bint ‘Abd al-Malik ibn 
Marwan is well-known by the title 
Dhat al-Khimar. She was a woman of 
deep piety. Her grave is in Basra 
(Syria) which is visited by many 
people.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 81 as 
quoted from Sirah ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Tabi‘in and 
Tarikh Islam. 
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The mother of Rabi‘atur Ra’y 


Introduction 


She was the mother of Imam Abu ‘Uthman Rabratur 
Ra’y rahimahullah (d. 136 A.H.). She was married to 
a righteous young man of Madinah by the name of 
Abu ‘Abd ar-Rahman Farrukh rahimahullah. He 
was a Slave belonging to the Banu Taym ibn Murrah 
tribe. Imam Rabiah was still in his mother’s womb 
when his father had to leave for jihad to Khurasan. 
When he was about to leave, his gave his wife thirty 
thousand gold coins and said: “This is my entire 
wealth. Keep it safely. If Allah ta‘ala returns me 
safely after the jihad, I would like to use the coins to 
start a business. However, if you need any money in 
my absence, you may use as much as you require. If 
Allah ta‘ala blesses you with a son or daughter, 
bring him or her up in the proper manner.” Saying 
this, he placed his wife in Allah’s protection, 
proceeded to Damascus and joined the Islamic 
army. 


The effect of the mother’s training 


In those days, Islamic conquests were virtually 
continuous. Muslims had to face one enemy after 
another. In this way, Abu ‘Abd ar-Rahman Farrukh 
rahimahullah spent twenty-seven years in jihad. His 
preoccupation in jihad did not permit him to go 
home nor could he maintain any contact with his 
wife. 


In the meantime, his wife gave birth after about four 
months. She named her son Rabi‘ah. She was an 
intelligent and far-sighted woman. Although the 
absence of her husband had made her life 
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unpleasant, she brought up her child in the best 
way possible. When Rabi‘ah reached an age of 
understanding, she made the best arrangements for 
his education. She spent all the gold coins left by 
her husband on her son’s education. 


Rabiah was an intelligent and hardworking child. 
He memorized the Quran at a young age. 
Thereafter, within a few years he studied the 
sciences of the Qur’an, Hadith, jurisprudence, 
literature and other subjects. He became so 
proficient in all these sciences that he became well- 
known throughout the Arab world. He was accepted 
as an imam at a tender age of twenty or twenty-two. 
People began referring to him as Imam Rabtr‘atur 
Ra’y. He would proceed daily to Masjid-e-Nabawi 
and conduct his classes. People from far and wide 
would attend. Many of his students became imams 
in their own right. They turned out to be famous 
people such as Imam Malik rahimahullah, Imam 
Sufyan Thaurt rahimahullah, Imam  Auzai 
rahimahullah and many others. All of these were his 
students. 


Farrukh returns after twenty-seven years 


After waging jihad for twenty-seven years, Farrukh 
got an opportunity to return home. After travelling 
for many days, he entered Madinah riding on his 
horse, with his sword tied to his back and a long 
spear in his hand. He reached his house and 
knocked on the door with the end of the spear. 
Imam Rabratur Ra’y opened the door and emerged 
from the house. Father and son did not know each 
other. When Farrukh tried to enter the house, Imam 
Rabi‘ah reprimanded him saying: 
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O you! How can you enter my house 
without my permission? 


Farrukh turned angrily and said: 


O enemy of Allah! This is my house. 
Why are you in my house? 


Imam Rabr‘ah also replied in a similar vein. Matters 
got worse and their voices were raised. On hearing 
the clamour, the neighbours came out and 
assembled. Imam Rabrah said to Farrukh: “By 
Allah, I will not leave you until I take you henceforth 
to the ruler.” Farrukh also uttered similar words. 
Someone informed Imam Malik rahimahullah of the 
argument. Because it was to do with his teacher, he 
proceeded immediately and addressed Farrukh in a 
soft tone: 


Why do you want to forcefully enter a 
house which belongs to someone else? 
Why don’t you go and stay over 
somewhere else? 


Farrukh then introduced himself by saying: 


My name is ‘Abd ar-Rahman Farrukh 
and this is my house. I have returned 
after twenty-seven years in jihad. None 
of you recognizes me? 


Farrukh’s wife heard his voice. She peeped from 
behind a window and recognized her husband. She 
then called both — father and son — inside the house. 
She said to Imam Rabiah: “This is your father.” She 
said to Farrukh: “This young man is your son who 
was born a few months after your departure.” 
Father and son embraced each other and cried 
profusely. 
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After having a meal and taking a rest, Farrukh 
asked his wife about the thirty thousand gold coins 
which he had left behind. She said: “Don’t worry, 
the entire amount is well preserved.” Soon 
thereafter, it was the time for salah and the classes 
[which Imam Rabr‘atur Ra’y used to conduct]. The 
moment he heard the adhan, he proceeded to 
Masjid-e-Nabawi. After a while, Farrukh’s wife told 
him to also go to Masjid-e-Nabawi to perform his 
salah. When he reached, he found the masjid filled 
with people. A man was sitting majestically and 
regally in the centre. All the people were sitting 
respectfully with their heads lowered, while the man 
was conducting a lesson. This man was Imam 
Rabratur Ra’y. Because he had put on a high hat, 
Farrukh could not recognize him from a distance. 
He asked someone next to him: “Who is that man?” 
The person replied in astonishment: “Don’t you 
know him? He is Imam Rabi‘atur Ra’y ibn Abi ‘Abd 
ar-Rahman.” 


Farrukh was overjoyed at hearing this. Tears flowed 
from his eyes and he exclaimed: “All praises are due 
to Allah ta‘ala who elevated my son to such a high 
level.” He returned merrily to his house and said to 
his wife: “I have never seen anyone according such 
honour to a person as much as I saw being 
accorded to my son.” 


His wife asked: “What would you prefer, this honour 
which your son enjoys or the thirty thousand gold 
coins?” Farrukh replied: “By Allah, the gold coins 
have no value whatsoever in the face of this honour 
and status.” 


She said: “Well, listen! I spent the entire amount for 
his education.” 
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Farrukh responded spontaneously: “By Allah, those 
gold coins could not have been put to better use. 
You have done well. You spent them in the right 
place and, in so doing, you made my son the owner 
of a treasure which can never come to an end.” 


The status of Imam Rabr‘atur Ra’y 


Imam Rabfratur Ra’y is listed among the leading 
Tabiin. He enjoyed such a high status in knowledge 
and virtue that let alone senior scholars and jurists, 
even rulers of the day used to lower their heads in 
respect before him. He reached this status by virtue 
of the far-sightedness of his mother. She was the 
one who did not bother about spending money to 
obtain the highest education for her son. This 
proves that the mother’s lap is the first step in a 
child’s education and training. The mother is the 
sole constructor of a child’s life. If mothers devote 
themselves totally to their children’s education and 
training, there is no reason why they cannot become 
the pride of the nation. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 85 as 
quoted from Tabitn and Ghulaman-e-Islam. 
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Bibi Umm Taliq 


Umm Taliq was an ardent worshipper and Allah- 
fearing woman of the second century of the Hijrah. 
She had reached the peak in her engrossment with 
salah. Muhammad ibn Sinan Bahilt rahimahullah 
narrates from Hadrat Shu‘bah ibn Dukhan 
rahimahullah who said that Umm _ Taliq 
rahimahallah used to perform four hundred rak‘ats 
of optional salah by day and night. She would also 
read the Qur’an extensively. 


The famous saint and scholar of the group of Taba‘ 
Tabiin — Hadrat Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah rahimahullah 
(d. 198 A.H.) was a contemporary of Umm Taliq. He 
would occasionally present himself before her to 
benefit from her teachings. 


Note: Glory to Allah! She must have been a really 
distinguished woman for a great scholar like Hadrat 
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah to find no hesitance in 
presenting himself before her to benefit from her. 
This shows her excellence. (compiler) 


Statements 


1. She addressed Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah on one 
occasion: “O Sufyan! You read the Qur’an in a 
beautiful and sweet tune but you must be forever 
fearful that this does not become a cause of your 
destruction on the day of Resurrection.” Hadrat 
Sufyan began crying until he lost consciousness. 


Note: It is certainly something to cry over. We ought 
to cry when we hear this. May Allah ta‘ala inspire 
us. Amin. (compiler) 
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2. ‘Asim Jahdari rahimahullah relates that Umm 
Taliq used to say: “The human heart is a king if you 
can keep it in control. And it is a slave if you obey 
it. 

3. Ibn Rumi rahimahullah relates: I went to the 
house of Umm Taliq rahimahallah. The roof of her 
house was quite low. I said to her: “Umm Taliq! Why 
is your roof so low?” She replied: “Hadrat ‘Umar 
radiyallahu ‘anhu wrote to his governors not to 
construct high buildings. When you do, it will be the 
worst of your eras.” 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the second 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place. Amin.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 119 as 
quoted from Tabaqat Ibn Sa’d and Sifatus Safwah of Ibn 
al-Jauzi, vol. 4, p. 34. 
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Umm Yahya 


(an unknown scholar of the Qur’an) 


Introduction 


Who was this woman? What was her name? To 
which tribe did she belong? Nothing is known about 
her with certainty. Some scholars say her agnomen 
is Umm Yahya while others say she is Rabi‘ah 
Basriyyah. However, these are mere guesses. Her 
actual name and lineage are known to Allah ta‘ala 
alone. 


Merits 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak rahimahullah 
relates: I went for hajj. On the way, I met an old 
woman who was wearing a woollen garment and a 
woollen head covering. I went to her and [the 
following conversation ensued]: 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


Umm Yahya: 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


May Allah ta‘ala have mercy on you. What are you 
doing here? 


Umm Yahya: 


He whom Allah leads astray, there is 
none to show him the way.! 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


(I thought she lost her way or got left behind by her 
caravan, so I asked her): Where do you intend 
going? 


Ni eel 


Exalted is He who took His servant by 
night from the Sacred Masjid to the Aqsa 
Masjid.? 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I concluded that she completed the pilgrimage to 
Makkah and wants to go to Bayt al-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem). So I asked her: For how long have you 
been here? 


Umm Yahya: 


For three nights [despite being] sound 
and healthy.’ 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I do not see any food and drink with you. On what 
did you survive [for the last three days]? 


1 Surah al-A‘raf, 7: 186> 
2 Surah Bani Isra7l, 17: 1. 


3 Strah Maryam, 19: 10. 
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Umm Yahya: 
“HAALG (Gone 5p 
It is He who feeds me and gives me to 
drink.t 


In other words, Allah ta‘ala makes the arrangements 
for my food and drink. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 
How do you perform wudu’? 


Umm Yahya: 


Zaye (20 jo$ Geet zyT- 10% & oft 
Legh Nagas Nyonst ele Vag ali 


If you do not find water, then take resort 
to pure soil.? 


In other words, if you do not find water, perform 
tayammum. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 
I have some food, will you eat? 


Umm Yahya: 
SH aLpea ais 


Thereafter complete the fast until the 
night. 


In other words, I am fasting. 


1 Surah ash-Shu‘ara’, 26: 79. 
2 Surah al-Ma’idah, 5: 6. 
3 Strah al-Bagarah, 2: 187. 
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‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 
But this is not the month of Ramadan? 
Umm Yahya: 
file SSS a 8 s. £585 55 
Whoever does any good voluntarily, 


then Allah is appreciative, knower of 
everything.! 


She meant she was keeping an optional fast. 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


When a person is on a journey, he or she is 
permitted to not fast even the fasts of Ramadan [yet 
you are keeping an optional fast while you are on a 
journey]!? 


Umm Yahya: 


Vien 05 BS Ol Az peaeyenelr 
If you fast, it is better for you - if you 
have understanding.’ 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


Why are you not talking to me the way I am talking 
to you? 


Umm Yahya: 


1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 158. 
2 Surah al-Baqarah, 2: 184. 
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He does not utter a single word without 
there being a watcher with him, ever- 
ready.! 


In other words, a person will have to give an 
account for every word which he utters. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 
Which tribe do you belong to? 
Umm aie 


7aly es Z \é Ol eee aN ea le 235 as YY 
Ree seal aed 
Do not pursue anything of which you 
have no knowledge. Surely the ears, the 


eyes and the heart - all of them - will be 
questioned thereof.2 


In other words, do not soil your ears and heart with 
something for which you will be questioned about. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 
Pardon me, I made a mistake. 


Umm Yahya: 


Jbl yaks 25d Aas C3 SY 
There is no reproach on you this day. 
May Allah forgive you.? 


1 Strah Qaf, 50: 18. 
2 Surah Bani Isra’l, 17: 36. 
3 Surah Yusuf, 12: 92. 
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‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


If you want, I can seat you on my camel and convey 
you to wherever you want to go. 


Umm Yahya: 
di ee og 3 jes Maas es 


Whatever good you do, Allah is aware of 
it. 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


On hearing this, I took my camel close to her, 
seated it and asked the woman to mount it. But 
before mounting it, she said: 


Umm Yahya: 


ow og 


palall jo A deel 


Say to the believers to lower their 
gazes.” 


In other words, close your eyes or turn your face 
away so that I could climb onto the camel without 
hesitation. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I lowered my gaze and said: “You may mount the 
camel now.” As she was climbing onto it, the camel 
suddenly stood up. This caused her head covering 
to get stuck to the saddle bag and it got torn. | 
expressed my apology so she said: 


1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 197. 
2 Surah an-Nur, 24: 30. 
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BS oF 98355 
Whatever calamity befalls you, it is 


because of what your hands have 
earned. And He forgives many sins.! 


In other words, it is no fault of yours. It is because 
of my actions. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


Wait a bit, I will fasten the camels legs so you can 
climb onto it without any fear. 


Umm Yahya: 
i SB ye)oacs 
We made Sulayman understand the 
case.? 


In other words, you should certainly fasten the 
camel’s legs. It will understand from this. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I fastened the camel’s legs and said to her: “You 
may mount the camel now.” She mounted it and 
recited this verse: 


Umm Yahya: 


1 Surah ash-Shura, 42: 30. 
2 Surah al-Ambiya’, 21: 79. 
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Why Sub phe US Lig Na 5 ates taser 
pop aces| 35 


Pure is that being who subjugated this 
[conveyance] for us, and we would not 
have been able to bring it under our 
control. We are to return to our 
Sustainer.! 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I held the reins of the camel, urged it forward and 
proceeded. I was moving quite fast and my voice had 
also become a bit loud, so she said: 


Umm Yahya: 


Be moderate in your walking and lower 
your voice.2 
‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I began walking slowly and began singing from 
memory. 


Umm Yahya: 


Brikeeaanet 


Now read as much as is easy for you of 
the Qur’an.? 


1 Strah az-Zukhruf, 43: 13-14. 

2 Strah Luqman, 31: 19. 

3 Surah al-Muzzammil, 73: 20. 
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In other words, instead of singing, it would be better 
for you to recite something from the Qur’an. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


As we were walking forward, I asked: “Do you have a 
husband?” 


Umm Yahya: 
eel ce Vest 
O believers! Do not ask about matters 


which, if they were to be disclosed to 
you, would displease you.! 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


I fell silent. We moved ahead until we came close to 
a caravan. I asked her: “Do you have any relative in 
this caravan?” 


Umm Yahya: 
ABA sy £5 Gzldly dali 


Wealth and sons are an adornment in 
the worldly life.? 


I concluded that she has sons in this caravan. I 
asked her: “If there is any way of identifying them 
tell me so that I can search for them.” 


Umm Yahya: 


1 Surah al-Ma’idah, 5: 101. 
2 Surah al-Kahf, 18: 46. 
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554543 a og ise é5 


He placed landmarks; and aepads stars 
they find their way.! 


I concluded that her sons are scouts for the 
caravan. I held the reins of the camel and began 
moving among the caravan. I said to her: “Look 
around and see if you can see your sons.” 


Umm Yahya: 
SWS cep! \ a 325 
Allah took Ibrahim to be His sincere 
friend. 


NESS ooh’ dis ul a5 
Allah spoke to Musa verbally.? 
3B A 8 
O Yahya! Receive the Book with firm 
resolve!”4 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


She meant: Call out the names of Ibrahim, Musa 
and Yahya 


1 Strah an-Nahl, 16: 16. 
2 Surah an-Nisa’, 4: 125. 
3 Surah an-Nisa’, 4: 164. 
4 Surah Maryam, 19: 12. 
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Hearing this, I called out loudly: “O Ibrahim, Musa 
and Yahya!” Three young handsome men emerged 
from a tent and dismounted their mother with 
utmost respect and reverence. When we all sat 
down, she said: 


Umm Yahya: 
Aas Shick one B Sh ao) Ses 5a) Tjss pete 
ee cee 


Now send one of you with these silver 
coins of yours to the city. Then let him 
see what food is purest and bring some 
of that food to you.! 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


Hearing this, one of the youngsters ran out, bought 
some food from a nearby town and presented it to 
me. 


Umm Yahya: 
JL Ng ALT, Bas Lysdiy 


Eat and drink to your heart’s content as 
a reward for what you sent ahead in 
days gone by.? 


‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 


1 Surah al-Kahf, 18: 19. 
2 Surah al-Haqqah, 69: 24. 
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I could no longer restrain my self. I said to the 
youngsters: “I will not touch this food until you tell 
me more about this woman.” 


They said: 


“She is our mother and she has been speaking like 
this for the past forty years. During this period, she 
did not utter a single word which was not from the 
Qur’an. She imposed this on her self so that she 
does not utter a word for which she will be held 
accountable on the day of Resurrection.” 


I said: 
This is the bounty of Allah which He 


gives to whomever He wills. And the 
bounty of Allah is great. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a beautiful conversation 
through the Qur’an. It shows the woman’s excellent 
memory and power of expression. May Allah ta‘ala 
reward them with the best of rewards. (compiler) 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.? 


1 Strah al-Jumu‘ah, 62: 4. 
2 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 124. 
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Bibrt Sha‘wanah 


She was a pious and Allah-fearing woman of the 
second century of the Hijrah and a resident of Iran. 
She lived in Ublah. She was an ardent worshipper 
and an abstinent woman. Allah ta‘ala blessed her 
with an immensely beautiful voice. She used to 
recite the Qur’an with such a pining voice that those 
who listened to her would be reduced to tears. Her 
lectures were also impressive and they were 
attended by many senior ascetics and worshippers. 
She was soft-hearted and would cry profusely in her 
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala. 


Statements 


1. Some people said to her: “You should not cry so 
much, you may cause harm to your eyes.” She 
replied: 


It is better to go blind out of crying in 
this world than to be cast into the 
Hell-fire and lose one’s eyesight there. 


She added: 


When the eyes are deprived of 
beholding their Beloved and are still 
desirous of beholding Him, then it is 
not right for them not to cry. 


2. Another narration states that when people tried 
to stop her from crying, she said: 


I wish I could turn blind due to crying 
out of Allah’s fear. I must cry so much 
that my tears run dry. I must then cry 
blood to the extent that not a single 
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drop of blood must remain in my 
body. 


Note: Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam 
himself made a similar supplication: 


‘<i ox ON aH ovoe S30 3g aa 
CS! oles gullka ons (335)! ool 


E542 S325 SI IS DES js AN SL 
NE ol eS 


O Allah! Endow me with eyes which tear 
profusely and thereby drench the heart 
with flowing tears out of Your fear; 
before the arrival of the time when tears 
turn into blood and jaws turn into 
embers 


3. Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah went to 
visit her and requested for her du‘as. Hadrat 
Sha‘wanah rahimahallah was gone very old and frail 
at the time. She addressed Hadrat Fudayl 
rahimahullah as follows: 


Brother! Do you have any connection 
with Allah ta‘ala that if Il make du‘a He 
will accept it? If you have something 
which would ensure acceptance, then 
tell me about it. 


On hearing this, Hadrat Fudayl began trembling out 
of Allah’s fear. He then screamed and_ fell 
unconscious. 


YU Sled p52 
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4. There are three statements of Hadrat Sha‘wanah 
rahimahallah which are well-known: 


a) The person who is thirsty for Allah’s love can 
never be satiated. 


b) It is better for the eye which is deprived of 
beholding its Beloved to continue crying. 


c) The one who cannot cry himself should have 
mercy on those who do cry because they cry 
over their deprivation and sins. 


Note: The eye which cries out of Allah’s fear is 
certainly valuable. It is said: Cry to Allah, and if you 
cannot cry, then adopt the expression of a crying 
person. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 133. 
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Bibi Umm Ihsan 


She is listed among the erudite women of the 
second century of the Hijrah. She was a resident of 
Kufah and was matchless as regards her abstinence 
and worship. Her cousins and other family members 
were extremely wealthy but she lead a simple life. 
Imam Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah was _ her 
contemporary. He used to go frequently to her 
house to listen to her talks. He relates: “I saw 
nothing except a sack in the house of Umm Ihsan.” 
Another narration states that her sons were wealthy 
but she never asked anything from anyone. She 
lived an ascetic life in one room. 


Independent nature 


Imam Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah said to her: 


O Umm Ihsan! If your cousins (or 
sons) were informed of your living 
condition, I am sure they will not 
hesitate in providing you with items of 
comfort. 


The effects of annoyance became visible on her face 
and she said: 


O Sufyan! This statement of yours has 
reduced your status in my sight. Just 
think! I never asked that Being who is 
the Creator and Owner of everything 
in this world, how then can I ask 
those who are themselves in need? By 
Allah! I cannot tolerate being heedless 
of Allah’s remembrance for a single 
moment and to turn my attention to 
something else. 
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Imam Sufyan Thauri rahimahullah cried out from 
hearing this warning and he said in a crying tone: 


O Umm Ihsan! You are certainly a 
special servant of Allah ta‘ala. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 155. 
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The mother of Imam Abd Hanifah 


Both parents of Imam Abu Hanifah rahimahullah 
were deeply pious and he used to constantly pray 
for them. He was especially reverent towards his 
mother and would always do everything to please 
her. He said: “I divided my actions into three parts: 
One for myself, one for my parents and one for my 
teacher, Hammad.” 


Imam Sahib rahimahullah had more occasions to 
serve his mother. He would never defer anything 
which she said. When he used to go to the lessons 
of ‘Umar ibn Farar, he would seat his mother on the 
conveyance and take her. His mother took an oath 
about something and asked her son for a verdict on 
it. She was not satisfied with his answer and said: “I 
will not be satisfied until I ask Zur‘ah.” Imam Sahib 
rahimahullah took his mother to Zur‘ah and she 
personally asked him for a verdict. He replied: “You 
have the jurist of Kufah right next to you, why are 
you asking me?” 


Out of respect for his mother, Imam Sahib said to 
Zur‘ah: “I will explain the verdict to you and you can 
then issue it.” And this is what he did. His mother 
was then happy and satisfied with the verdict. 


The governor of Kufah, Yazid ibn ‘Umar ibn 
Hubayrah offered the post of judge to Imam Abu 
Hanifah rahimahullah but he declined. So he gave 
him one hundred lashes. Imam Sahib used to say: “I 
did not suffer as much pain from this punishment 
as much as I did from the grief which my mother 
suffered from this incident.” 


His mother said to him: “O Nu‘man! Give up the 
knowledge for which you had to suffer this day.” He 
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replied: “Had I wanted to accumulate of this world 
through this knowledge, I would have accumulated 
a lot. I acquired it solely for Allah’s pleasure and to 
gain salvation.” 


Demise 
Imam Sahib’s father had passed away first. His 


mother passed away after 130 A.H. To Allah we 
belong and to Him is our return.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 94. 
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The mother of Imam Malik 


Her name is ‘Aliyah bint Sharik ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman 
ibn Sharik Azdi. She was an intelligent and virtuous 
woman. 


She paid special attention to the education of Imam 
Malik rahimahullah. He relates: When I said to my 
mother that I am going to acquire Dini knowledge, 
she said: “Come, I will make you wear the garments 
of ‘ulama’.” She then made me wear those garments. 
She placed a long black hat on my head and tied a 


turban around it. She then said to me: 


che fb cal ye olatd den d] md! 


Go to the classes of Rabi‘atur Ra’y. And 
before obtaining knowledge from him, 
learn manners and etiquette from him. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a beautiful piece of 
advice. It is worth writing it in gold. (compiler) 


Another narration states that his mother said: 


Go and study Hadith now. 


At the time, the lessons of Imam Rabfratur Ra’y 
rahimahullah used to be conducted in Masjid-e- 
Nabawi. Senior people of Madinah used to attend. 
He is the first teacher and mentor of Imam Malik 
rahimahullah. Imam Malik’s mother selected Imam 
Rabiatur Ra’y as a teacher for her son. He began 
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attending his classes and eventually became an 
Imam of Islam.! 


Demise 


Imam Malik rahimahullah passed away in 179 A.H. 
From this we can gauge that his mother must have 
passed away before him in the second century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting place. 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 78. 
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The mother of Imam Auza'‘t 


The name of Shaykh al-Islam Imam Auzai 
rahimahullah is ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Amr ibn 
Muhammad Auza‘l. His juridical school continued 
until the third century. He gave answers to eighty 
thousand questions verbally. He was an Allah- 
fearing scholar. All these achievements were the 
results of his mother’s training because he was an 
orphan. She nurtured him and conveyed him to the 
rank of Shaykh al-Islam. The following is stated 
with reference to him: 


prs al re GAB LY Gy das 4, 
Aunts 3 leo, W5 ol Shh 


He was born in Ba'labakka. He was 
brought up as a poor orphan in the lap of 
his mother. Kings would fail to bring up 
their children the way in which she 
brought him up. 


A narration states that Imam Auza‘i was born in 
Ba‘labakka and grew up in Karak. His mother then 
took him to Beirut where she passed away. Imam 
Auzat rahimahullah has great virtues and 
achievements.! 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala bless us with similar virtues. 
Amin. (compiler) 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 80. 
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Demise 


Imam Auzai rahimahullah passed away in 157 A.H. 
From this we can conclude that his mother must 
have also passed away in the second century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 
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The mother of Imam Isma‘tl ibn 
‘Alityyah 


The cream of the jurists and Hadith experts, Imam 
Ismail ibn Ibrahim ibn Muqsim Basri rahimahullah 
is well-known by the agnomen of Ibn ‘Aliyyah — 
attributing himself to his mother. His grandfather 
came from Qayqan — a region in Sindh - as a slave 
and became the slave of ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Asd 
ibn Qutbah Asdi. His father, Ibrahim, was a cloth 
merchant in Kufah. In the course of his business, 
he used to come frequently to Basra. While there, he 
married ‘Aliyyah bint Hassan rahimahallah who was 
a slave woman of the Bani Shaybah. Ibn Sa‘d 
rahimahullah writes in his Tabaqat with reference 
to her: 


id ,03 Ayal, jlo hess Ale alas al ol Ob; 
Spadll ayes or enty Gil phe of dy 
Poy 


She was an honourable, intelligent and 
distinguished woman. She had a house 
in the Ugah district which was known 
by her name. Hadrat Salih Murri, and 
other eminent people and jurists of 
Basra used to go to her house. She would 
have discussions with them on academic 
and juridical issues. 


Imam Isma‘l Basri rahimahullah was born in 110 
A.H. from this scholarly and virtuous woman. Her 
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nurturing, educating and training her son conveyed 
him to the position of the head of jurists and Hadith 
experts. The famous Hadith expert, ‘Abd al-Warith 
relates: “Aliyyah bint Hassan rahimahallah brought 
her son Ismail to me. He was a handsome young 
man of Basra. She said to me: 


BIEL Ssby tee Oder Gil Ie 


This son of mine will remain with you 
and learn your’ character and 
mannerisms. 


Note: Just think about it. She did not say that he 
will learn from his knowledge. Rather, he will learn 
from his character. This shows the importance and 
significance of sound character. Today there is 
almost total neglect in this regard. We seek refuge in 
Allah ta‘ala. (compiler) 

Imam ‘Abd al-Warith rahimahullah continues: 


I kept the boy with me. When I used to pass by the 
assembly of scholars, I used to send him forward. I 
would then go to the shaykh of the assembly. 


Imam ‘Abd al-Warith rahimahullah trained and 
tutored his student in a manner which caused 
scholars to feel that the student had surpassed his 
teacher. 


eal asl oSta Va padl aly dhe pl @ os 
Sais Ae 


When Ibn ‘Alityyah rahimahullah used to 
leave the assembly of his shaykh, ‘Abd 
al-Warith, the people of Basra had no 
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doubt that he was more meticulous than 
‘Abd al-Warith in the science of Hadith. 


If a society had slave men and women with such a 
lofty interest in knowledge of Din, what could be 
said of the loftiness of the academic and religious 
life of that society. 


‘Aliyyah had three sons: Ismail, Hammad and 
Muhammad. All three attributed themselves to their 
mother and were known as Ibn ‘Aliyyah. In fact, 
even their own children were known by this 
agnomen. All three brothers were distinguished 
scholars of their time. They reached this rank by 
virtue of their mother’s training and tutoring. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdt, p. 81. 
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The mother of Imam Shafi‘l 


The name of Imam _ Shafit rahimahullah is 
Muhammad ibn Idris ibn ‘Abbas. His mother’s name 
is Fatimah bint ‘Abdillah ibn Hasan ibn Hasan ibn 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. She relates: “When I was still 
pregnant with Shafii, I saw a dream in which the 
planet Jupiter emerged from my body, went to Egypt 
and its light reached every city.” 


The interpretation which was given is that a scholar 
will be born to her whose knowledge will spread 
through all the cities of Egypt. 


Imam Shafit rahimahullah was an orphan. His 
father passed away either before his birth or soon 
thereafter. His mother paid due importance to his 
education and upbringing. Imam Shafit 
rahimahullah relates: “I was an orphan. My mother 
used to take care of me. I was born in the Syrian 
town of Ghazzah. I was two years old when I was 
brought to Makkah.” 


Another narration states: 


I was born in ‘Asqalan. My mother brought me to 
Makkah. She had no money and I could not serve 
my teacher in Makkah. When he used to be absent, 
I would teach the children. So he was prepared to 
teach me for free. I used to attend the assemblies of 
the ‘ulama’ where I used to memorize Ahadith and 
rules and regulations. My mother did not have 
enough money to buy me writing paper. I used to 
pick up bones, broken pieces of earthenware and 
leaves of date-palms, and use them to record 
Ahadith and other subjects on them. We needed to 
travel to Yemen. My mother did not have so much 
money to prepare for the journey, and to sew clothes 
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etc. She therefore mortgaged one of her sheets for 
sixteen dinars and bought provisions for the 
journey. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Imam Shafii rahimahullah 
pursued and acquired knowledge even under such 
difficult conditions, and still became an Imam. This 
is the grace of Allah ta‘ala. This is why it is said that 
genuine knowledge is acquired through striving, 
working hard and difficult conditions. May Allah 
ta‘ala inspire our children to seek knowledge 
through hard work and diligence. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the second 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdt, p. 83. 
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The mother of Imam Shu‘bah ibn 
Hajjaj 
Imam Shu‘bah ibn Hajjaj Wasiti Basri rahimahullah 
had the honour of meeting Hadrat Anas ibn Malik 
and Hadrat ‘Umar ibn Salamah_ radiyallahu 
‘anhuma. He narrated Hadith from four hundred 
Tabiin. His mother was a scholar and a woman of 


virtue. She paid special attention to her son’s 
education. Imam Sht‘bah rahimahullah relates: 


Assle ge S24 iy! wh cul J ob 
Agee paul 0d 


My mother said to me: “There is a 
woman who relates Hadith from Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha. Go and listen 
to Hadith from her.” 


As per the instruction of my mother, I went to this 
woman and learnt Hadith from her. I then went 
back to my mother and said to her that I heard 
Ahadith from the woman. She said to me: “Now 
Allah ta‘ala will not question you for any negligence 
with regard to knowledge of Din.” 


If a mother has such a broad vision with regard to 
Hadith, why should her son not reach a prominent 
position in the field of Hadith!? According to Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah, Shu'‘bah 
rahimahullah was a nation unto himself in the field 
of Hadith narrators and insight into Hadith. Sufyan 
Thaurli rahimahullah said that Shu‘bah 
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rahimahullah was Amir al-Mu’minin fi al-Hadith (a 
leader of the believers in the science of Hadith).! 


Demise 


Imam Shu‘bah rahimahullah passed away in 160 
A.H. From this we can conclude that his mother 
must have passed away in the second century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 82. 
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The mother of Imam al-Auqas 


Hadrat Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Auqas — 
the judge of Makkah has a unique story. His neck 
was embedded in his body, and his shoulders used 
to stick out. He was very short. His appearance and 
features were also similarly [deformed]. His mother 
was an intelligent and virtuous woman. She used to 
worry a lot about her son. She said to him: 


ave Sra oS V0 B Opes Vig & 

Shad 52 A3\b led! ta, Aebad 64) 5 see! 
Dear son! No matter where you go, you 
will be mocked at and made a joke of 
(because of your physical deformities). 


You should therefore seek knowledge 
because it will elevate [your status]. 


Another narration of Imam Auqas states: 

33 ually Uhlas colsall StL ches Y ails 
bya al paid Oded boy Lagill ay 

Mold S p2d atall cuted, 
My mother who was an_ intelligent 
woman said to me: Dear son! Your 
physical disabilities do not permit you to 
intermingle with other youngsters. You 


should devote yourself to Din because it 
will make up for your defect and remove 
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your insignificance.” Allah  ta‘ala 
benefited me from her advice. I studied 
jurisprudence and became a judge. 


Imam Auqas rahimahullah was a judge in Makkah 
for twenty years. He had such an awe-inspiring and 
formidable temperament that a person going before 
him in court would tremble out of fear. 


He was making the following supplication one day: 


Eke 
tiene 2 a) 24 iy 


AN Ss 555 SE 
O Allah! Save my neck from the Hell-fire. 
When a bold woman heard him making this 
supplication, she said: 
PAS, SELET pth 
Where do you even have a neck!?! 


Demise 


Imam Auqas rahimahullah passed away in 169 A.H. 
and so, she must have passed away in the second 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her. 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 87. 
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Bibi Maryam Basriyyah 


A well-known saintly woman lived in the second or 
third century of the Hijrah. She was a contemporary 
of Hadrat Rabi‘ah Basriyyah and lived in the same 
city as her. She was an ardent worshipper who 
feared Allah ta‘ala. When Allah ta‘ala was mentioned 
in her presence, she would lose consciousness 
several times. 


She used to say, when I heard this verse, I became 
totally worriless about my sustenance. I never 
bothered to search for sustenance. [The verse is]: 


zo%-odi-7 oF fo - Gy se 


In the heavens is your sustenance, and 
whatever you have been promised.! 


The story of her death is quite unique. It is said that 
some saints were in an assembly and were speaking 
about Allah’s love. Bibi Maryam was also present. 
She was so affected by the discussion that her gall 
bladder burst and she passed away. To Allah we 
belong and to Him is our return. 


Demise 


This incident occurred a few days after the demise 
of Hadrat Rabi‘ah Basriyyah (d. 135 A.H.). May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.? 


1 Strah adh-Dhariyat, 51: 22. 
2 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 140. 
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Hadrat Nafisah bint Hasan 


Lineage 


Hadrat Nafisah bint Hasan rahimahullah is listed 
among the leading female scholars and Sufis of the 
second century of the Hijrah. She was the daughter 
of Hadrat Hasan ibn Zayd ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib and the wife of Hadrat Is-haq ibn Ja‘far Sadiq 
ibn Muhammad ibn Baqir ibn ‘Ali Zayn al-‘Abidin 
ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ali. She was born in 145 A.H. or 
134 A.H. according to other reports. 


Education and training 


She was born and brought up in the Ahl-e-Bayt — 
the pious family of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam — and became an embodiment of beautiful 
character and mannerisms. She first memorized the 
Qur’an and then acquired proficiency in tafsir, 
Hadith and other religious sciences. She spent most 
of her time in Allah’s worship. When she reached 
the age of puberty, she got married to her cousin, 
Is-haq ibn Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah. He too was an 
ardent worshipper and young ascetic. They lived for 
considerable periods of time in Makkah and 
Madinah. During this period, countless thirsty 
students of knowledge quenched their thirst from 
her fountain of knowledge, and she became 
popularly known with the title of Nafisah al-Ilm wa 
al-Ma‘rifah. 


Merits 


After a few years, she proceeded to Egypt with her 
husband and _ settled down permanently. On 
reaching this country, her worship and spiritual 
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practices increased even more. It is said that she 
used to observe fast all the time and spend her 
nights in worship. She would be forever trembling 
out of Allah’s fear. Her tongue was occupied in 
repentance and seeking forgiveness most of the 
time. She was particular about tahajjud salah. She 
had the honour of performing hajj thirty times. 
Upon entering al-Masjid al-Haram, she would 
perform tawaf of the Ka‘bah. And when reciting the 
talbiyah (labbayk), she would cry profusely. She 
would do the same when she held onto the cover of 
the Ka‘bah, and would supplicate with utmost 
humility. She would say: 


O Allah! You alone are my master and 
owner. I am an insignificant slave who 
wants Your pleasure. Make me 
pleased with whatever You decreed for 
me. 


Imam Shafil rahimahullah was a contemporary of 
Sayyidah Nafisah rahimahallah. He would go quite 
often to discuss academic matters with her. 
According to one narration, Imam _  Shafii 
rahimahullah benefited from her in the science of 
Hadith. Each one accepted and appreciated the 
rank of the other. Before he passed away in 204 
A.H., Imam Shafit rahimahullah made a bequest 
that his funeral bier must be carried past the house 
of Sayyidah Nafisah. Subsequently, when his 
janazah was taken outside her house, she 
performed the janazah salah from inside. 


There are several supernatural feats attributed to 
Sayyidah Nafisah. It is said that the people of Egypt 
had immense confidence in her knowledge, virtue, 
abstinence, piety and supernatural feats. And these 
are appreciated to this day. 
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Demise 


Hadrat Nafisah passed away in 208 A.H. To Allah 
we belong and to Him is our return. Her husband 
wanted to take her body to Madinah for burial, but 
the people of Egypt began crying profusely. They 
begged Hadrat Is-haq not to take her away from 
Egypt. He eventually acceded to their pleading and 
she was buried near Cairo. Her mausoleum is well- 
known as Mash-had Nafisah. It is visited by large 
numbers of people. 


The story of her demise is also iman-inspiring. It is 
said that she was reading the Qur’an in the month 
of Ramadan when she suddenly felt weak and her 
pulse rate dropped. Everyone insisted that she 
break her fast but she replied: “It has been my wish 
for the last thirty years that I should present myself 
before my Creator in a state of fasting. This wish is 
now being fulfilled. Why, then, should I break my 
fast?” Saying this, she continued reading the Qur’an 
and passed away in that state. To Allah we belong 
and to Him is our return. May Allah ta‘ala shower 
His mercy on her. May He illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 122 as 
quoted from Mashahir Niswan, Ibn Khalikan, etc. 
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Bibi Umm Muhammad 


She was the mother of Shaykh al-Islam Abu 
‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Hanif rahimahullah (d. 
331 A.H.). She was matchless as regards her 
asceticism and worship. Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahman 
Jami rahimahullah listed her among the saints. 


Her hometown was Shiraz. She took her son, Hadrat 
Abu ‘Abdillah rahimahullah, and travelled to 
Makkah and Madinah. Biographers relate many of 
her spiritual strivings and expositions. 


It is said that Hadrat Abu ‘Abdillah rahimahullah 
used to remain awake during the last ten nights of 
Ramadan in the hope of finding Laylatul Qadr. As 
was his habit, he woke up in the upper storey of the 
house and_- occupied himself in  Allah’s 
remembrance. His mother was sitting in the lower 
storey, facing the qiblah and engaged in Allah’s 
worship. She called for him: “O Muhammad! O my 
son! The thing which you are seeking there is here.” 


Hearing this, Shaykh Abt ‘Abdillah rahimahullah 
came down and noticed his mother’s room filled 
with the effulgence of Laylatul Qadr. He fell at his 
mother’s feet immediately. He relates: “I realized the 
real status of my mother that night.” 


Demise 


Bibi Umm Muhammad passed away in 312 A.H. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 180. 
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Zubaydah — The wife of Harun ar- 
Rashid 


Name and lineage 


Umm Ja‘far Zubaydah was the wife of the fifth 
Abbasid caliph, Harun ar-Rashid (170-193 A.H.). 
Her father’s name was Ja‘far who was the son of the 
Abbasid caliph, Abu Ja‘far Manstr (136-158 A.H.). 
Zubaydah was born in Mosul in 145 A.H./752. Her 
father was governor of Mosul at the time. He named 
her Amatul ‘Aziz and brought her up with utmost 
love and affection. Amatul ‘Aziz was only five years 
old when her father passed away in 150 A.H. Her 
grandfather, Abu Ja‘far Mansur called her to 
Baghdad. The little Amatul ‘Aziz was a beautiful girl. 
Due to her beauty and complexion, her grandfather 
named her Zubaydah (Zubaydah is the diminutive 
of Zubdah which means butter, cream or marigold 
flower). This name became so beloved to people that 
they completely forgot her original name. 


Education and training 


Abu Ja‘far Manstr paid particular attention to the 
education and training of his _ beloved 
granddaughter. To this end, he appointed highly 
qualified teachers. Zubaydah was a sound-natured 
and intelligent child, and she studied with much 
enthusiasm. At this tender age, she developed a 
Spiritual bond with the Qur’an and the Ahadith of 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam; and this 
bond remained with her for the rest of her life. She 
also acquired proficiency in other religious sciences 
and Arabic literature. As she matured, her external 
beauty was coupled with beautiful character and 
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mannerisms. She also enjoyed a lofty position as 
regards her actions and virtues. 


Marriage 


In 165 A.H., Zubaydah’s uncle, Mahdi, who had 
become the caliph after Abu Ja‘far Mansur got her 
married to his son, Harun ar-Rashid. This marriage 
was performed in a grand royal manner. After 
Mahdi, Harun’s elder brother, Hadi became the 
caliph. Hadi passed away in 170 A.H./786 and so, 
Harun ar-Rashid became the caliph. In this way, 
Zubaydah had the honour of being the first woman 
of a grand and extensive caliphate. The 23-year 
caliphate of Harun ar-Rashid was a period during 
which Zubaydah reached her peak. Although she 
did not interfere directly with affairs of the 
caliphate, her influence was limitless. 


Merits and virtues 


Zubaydah was a pleasant and merciful woman who 
loved knowledge. On one hand, her material 
comforts were such that a single set of garments 
would cost thousands of dinars to sew. Her shoes 
used to be embedded with jewels and pearls. 
Candles made of amber used to burn in her palace. 
The daily expenses in her kitchen amounted to ten 
thousand dirhams. Hundreds of people used to eat 
from the meals prepared from her kitchen. 


On the other hand, her religiosity was such that she 
had one hundred slave women who were hafiz of the 
Qur’an. They used to take turns to recite the Qur’an 
in their melodious tunes. In this way, her palace 
was forever filled with Allah’s remembrance. She 
appreciated ‘ulama’ and poets. Some of them used 
to receive fixed monthly stipends from her. She 
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adhered strictly to salah and fasting. During her 
entire life, she did not miss a single salah nor a 
single fast without a valid Shari‘ah reason. She had 
the opportunity of performing hajj several times in 
her lifetime. She performed one of them on foot. 


Note: Glory to Allah! These were unique spiritual 
practices. They are more astonishing bearing in 
mind her royalty. This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala 
which He confers on whomever He wills. 


Achievements 


Zubaydah had a keen interest in general welfare 
works. She used to spend vast amounts of money 
for this. There was a road from Iraq to Makkah 
which was used by those performing hajj and other 
travellers. She had lodges constructed and wells dug 
at regular intervals for the travellers and pilgrims. 
This road would often be filled with soil on account 
of the winds and sand storms. This would cause 
many of the travellers to lose their way. Zubaydah 
spent millions of dinars for the construction of walls 
on both sides of the road. She also constructed 
many masajid. She had a canal - ‘Ar‘ar — dug from a 
well in Lebanon to Beirut. The bridge of which is 
present to this day, and is known as Qanatir 
Zubaydah. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica states that Zubaydah 
selected a place in Iran — for a change in climate - 
and inhabited a city by the name of Tabrez. Sayyid 
Amir ‘Ali writes that the Egyptian city of Alexandria 
was virtually reduced to ruins in the second century 
of the Hijrah. Zubaydah ordered that it be 
reconstructed. 
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Nahr-e-Zubaydah (Canal of Zubaydah) 


Zubaydah’s greatest contribution and achievement 
which will immortalize her name is the construction 
of the Canal of Zubaydah. Many years before the 
caliphate of Harun ar-Rashid, there was a shortage 
of water in Makkah. The pilgrims had to suffer 
many difficulties because of this. There was a time 
when the drought was so severe that a small water- 
skin of water was sold for ten dirhams, and a large 
one for one gold coin. When Zubaydah came to 
know of the misery suffered by the people of 
Makkah, she resolved to make an arrangement 
which would ensure the continuous supply of water 
to the Makkans, and to the thousands of pilgrims 
who come annually to perform hajj. 


Zubaydah summoned expert well-diggers and 
engineers and ordered them to search for springs 
around Makkah. After much _ searching, they 
informed her that they found water bubbling out of 
two springs. One was fifty miles away from Makkah, 
on the road to Ta’if. The other was in the Nu‘man 
valley which lies among the Karaki mountains. 
However, it will be extremely difficult to bring the 
water to Makkah because there are_ several 
mountains along the route. Zubaydah said to them: 
“No matter what, you will have to dig a canal to 
allow the water of those springs to flow to Makkah. 
Do not worry about the cost. If a labourer asks for a 
gold coin to use a pickaxe just once, give it to him.” 


Once they received these instructions from 
Zubaydah, the engineers obtained the services of 
various artisans and labourers and began digging 
the canal. They remained occupied by day and night 
for three continuous years in cutting the mountains 
and digging the canal. Allah ta‘ala_ eventually 
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allowed their untiring efforts to bear fruit and the 
canal was ready. Zubaydah spent 1.7 million dinars 
for this project. Zubaydah was sitting in her palace 
on the banks of the Tigris River when details of the 
expenses were presented to her. She did not even 
cast a cursory glance at the papers and cast them 
into the river. After casting them, she said: “I have 
left this account for the ‘day of accounting’ because 
I did it to please Allah ta‘ala. If I am owing any 
dinars to anyone, he may come and collect it from 
me. If anyone is owing me, I have pardoned him.” 
Zubaydah then gave gifts to all those who took a 
part in digging the canal — the engineers, artisans, 
labourers, etc. 


In actual fact, two separate canals were dug from 
each spring, and these then joined and flowed up to 
‘Arafat. It is called the Canal of Zubaydah. At 
regular intervals, pools were constructed in the 
mountains so that rain water would collect in the 
pools and then flow into the canals. The canals were 
plastered and cemented so that the water does not 
seep through into the ground. The canals were 
roofed from above so that sand from sand storms 
does not accumulate in them. 


Initially, the canal was referred to as ‘Ayn al-Mash- 
shash. However, Allah ta‘ala willed to immortalize 
the name of Zubaydah so it became known as the 
Canal of Zubaydah. This canal ends a few miles out 
of Makkah, along the ‘Arafat mountain at a point 
called the Well of Zubaydah. It is thirty-three 
kilometres in length. She wanted the canal to reach 
the city of Makkah itself, but due to some obstacle, 
it had to end at the Well of Zubaydah. Despite this, 
the people of Makkah experienced much relief 
because the water used to come into the city from 
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the Well of Zubaydah through various routes. Many 
ponds and wells are constructed along the canal 
route for the distribution of water. 


Demise 


This pious and righteous woman passed away on 1 
Jumada al-Ula 216 A.H./831 in Baghdad. May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. May He 
illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 149. 
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Bibi Fatimah Nishapori 


Bibi Fatimah was a resident of Nishapur, Khurasan 
(Iran). She reached great heights in Allah- 
recognition. Great saints like Hadrat Bayazid 
Bustami rahimahullah and Hadrat Dhun Nun Misri 
rahimahullah acknowledged her merits and 
excellent qualities. 


Bibi Fatimah resided for a long time at the Ka‘bah. 
She would render whatever services she could. 
During that period, senior scholars and saints 
benefited from her cognition. She was so proficient 
in explaining the meanings of the Qur’an that 
anyone who listened to her would be overcome by 
admiration. She was deeply attached to Allah’s 
worship. In addition to the obligatory salahs, she 
used to spend the entire night in optional salah. She 
wore ordinary clothes and ate simple food. Even 
then, she rarely ate to her fill. Her associates used 
to present exclusive garments and exotic foods to 
her but she used to distribute them among the poor. 
She used to encourage the people: “You must 
ensure sincerity in every action. Every task must be 
solely for Allah’s pleasure. When carrying it out, you 
must be convinced that Allah ta‘ala is watching 


” 


you. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What beautiful pieces of advice. 
Every person ought to practise on them. May Allah 
ta‘ala reward her with the best of rewards. 
(compiler) 


Hadrat Bayazid Bustami rahimahullah said: “I came 
across one distinguished woman in my entire life. 
She is Fatimah Nishapuri rahimahallah. No matter 
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what issue I discussed with her, I found her having 
knowledge of it.” 


Note: This shows she was proficient in the external 
and internal sciences. This is the grace of Allah 
ta‘ala which He confers on whomever He wills. 
(compiler) 


If Bibi Fatimah happened to go on a journey, it was 
inevitably to Bayt al-Maqdis. She would travel to 
Bayt al-Maqdis and then return to Makkah. She was 
not inclined to any other place. 


Demise 


This saintly woman passed away in 223 A.H. May 
Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 118. 
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Hadrat Jauhar Barathiyah 
Birth 


She was an illustrious saint of the third century of 
the Hijrah. She was born in Baghdad in 237 A.H. 


Education 


In the early part of her life, she was most probably a 
slave woman of an Abbasid caliph. She happened to 
walk pass a class where a saintly person who 
appeared awe-inspiring and _ dignified was 
conducting Hadith lessons in a soothing manner to 
a large number of students. The feet of Hadrat 
Jauhar rahimahallah stopped in their tracks. She 
continued listening to Hadith for quite some time. 
When she went a little further, she arrived at the 
Jami Masjid. There too, a person with an effulgent 
face was conducting Hadith lessons to his students. 
Many of them were noting the Ahadith. Hadrat 
Jauhar rahimahallah was deeply impressed by 
these scenes and her heart turned. When she 
returned to the palace, she decided to remain silent 
and spent most of her time in Allah’s worship. She 
did not utter a single word unnecessarily. The other 
slave women would mock at her but she remained 
silent. Eventually, they persisted and insisted that 
she tell them the reason for her silence. She said: “I 
am Allah’s slave and it is my duty to obey His 
orders.” They asked: “What answer will you give to 
the caliph?” She replied: “The same which I gave to 
you.” 


The caliph eventually learnt of her worship and 
silence. He then freed her immediately. 
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Note: Glory to Allah! This shows the deep 
understanding and far-sightedness of the caliph. 
There is a dire need for these qualities today so that 
the sultanate can be administered effectively. This is 
the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on 
whomever He wills. (compiler) 


She then began studying Hadith. When she 
completed her studies, she began serving the 
science of Hadith and devoted herself to Allah’s 
worship. In keeping with the Sunnah of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, she married Hadrat 
Abu ‘Abdillah Barani rahimahullah. He was a 
Hadith expert, jurist and pious personality of his 
time. 


Disinterest in the world 


Hadrat Jauhar Barathiyah rahimahullah had no 
interest in worldly riches. The caliph once sent a 
bag of ten thousand dinars to her. She refused to 
accept it saying: “This wealth of the world creates 
pride and arrogance in the heart. I have no need for 
eg 

Note: Glory to Allah! This shows her recognizing the 
world for what it was and focussing on the 
Hereafter. This is why she was blessed with the 
treasure of the Hereafter. All praise is due to Allah 
ta‘ala. (compiler) 


The caliph then sent twenty thousand dinars to her 
and said: “Keep the money and distribute it among 
the poor.” Hadrat Jauhar rahimahallah declined 
this as well, and said to the messenger: “Tell the 
Amir al-Mu’minin that I am a woman who lives in 
solitude. I do not know who is eligible [for the 
charity] and who is not. If I were to give it to 
someone who was not eligible, what answer will I 
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give to Allah ta‘ala in the Hereafter? It will be better 
if the Amir al-Mu’minin distributes it himself among 
those who are eligible.” 


On one occasion, the caliph sent a message to her: 
“Come to the royal palace so that we may be able to 
serve you and derive blessings from you.” She sent a 
message: “There is a big difference between the royal 
palace and a pauper’s hut. If I were to leave my hut 
and go to the palace, it will interfere with your life 
and comfort. Let me be where I am.” 


The wife of the governor of Baghdad went to her and 
wanted to take her to her house. Hadrat Jauhar was 
not prepared to go. She said to the governor’s wife: 
“I am a plain and simple woman, and I prefer living 
in my hut with people who are similar to me. The 
tranquillity which my heart experiences here cannot 
be experienced elsewhere.” 


Demise 


Hadrat Jauhar Barathiyah rahimahallah passed 
away in 297 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her 
resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 171. 
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The mother of Imam Bukhari 


The shaykh of Islam, Imam Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll 
Bukhari rahimahullah was an orphan. His 
honourable mother focussed totally on _ his 
education and training. From a young age she 
instilled in him the acquisition of knowledge. He 
was born in 194 A.H. and began listening to Hadith 
by the age of eleven. He memorized the books of 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak rahimahullah in his 
childhood. He began relating Ahadith from the 
Hadith experts of his city, viz. Hadrat Muhammad 
bin Sallam, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah Masnadi and 
Muhammad ibn Yusuf Baykandi rahimahumullah. 
He memorized seventy thousand Ahadith. 


Salim ibn Mujahid rahimahullah relates: “One day I 
was a bit delayed in coming to the assembly of 
Muhammad ibn Sallam rahimahullah. He said to 
me: ‘Had you come a bit early, you would have seen 
a young boy who has memorized seventy thousand 
Ahadith.’ Later on, I met Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll 
[Bukhari] and asked him: ‘Are you the one who 
claims to have memorized seventy thousand 
Ahadith?’ He replied: ‘Yes. In fact, more than that.” 


After studying under the scholars and Hadith 
experts of his city, Imam Bukhari rahimahullah 
embarked on an academic journey with his mother 
and sister. Imam Dhahabi rahimahullah writes: 


oattley pe kus actly asl as Joy Lad LS; 


He grew up as an orphan. He travelled 
with his mother and sister in 210 A.H. 
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after listening to the narrations of [the 
scholars] of his city. 


Imam Bukhari rahimahullah was 15-16 years old at 
the time. He wrote at-Tarikh al-Kabir when he was 
eighteen years old. He relates: “When I turned 
eighteen, I began collating the decrees and 
statements of the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and 
Tabiin. During this period, I wrote Kitab at-Tarikh 
near the blessed grave of Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam on moonlit nights.” 


According to one narration, he performed hajj with 
his mother and elder brother, Ahmad. After the hajj, 
his brother returned to their hometown while Imam 
Bukhari remained behind to study. 


From among his written works, the following are the 
most popular: 


1. At-Tarikh al-Kabir. 


2. Sahih al-Bukhari which is accepted as the 
most authentic books after the Qur’an. 


These accomplishments were by virtue of his 
mother’s efforts, and this is how this orphan child 
reached the level of Amir al-Mu’minin Fi al-Hadith. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the third century 


of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower Him mercy on 
her. 1! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 86. 
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The mother of Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hambal 


Hadrat Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal Shaybani 
Baghdadi rahimahullah was the son of Safiyyah bint 
Maymunah bint ‘Abd al-Malik Shaybani. He was 
orphaned at the age of three. He relates: “I did not 
see my father and grandfather. My mother saw to 
my upbringing.” 


Imam Sahib’s mother paid particular attention to 
his education and training. She did this with utmost 
love. The attention which she gave to his education 
made even the wealthy and affluent people to envy 
her. Abu Siraj rahimahullah relates: “My father 
used to express astonishment at the beautiful 
character and nobility of Ahmad ibn Hambal 
rahimahullah. He used to say: ‘I spend a 
considerable amount of money on my children’s 
education and training. I make arrangements for 
teachers and tutors so that they may learn good 
manners and etiquette. However, I am not realizing 
my objectives. On the other hand, this Ahmad ibn 
Hambal is an orphan. Just look at his excellent and 
noble character!” 


As long as Imam Ahmad’s mother was alive, she 
kept a vigilant eye on him, and showered her love 
and affection on him. Imam Ahmad was twenty-two 
years old in 186 A.H. The Tigris River suffered a 
powerful flood. During this period, the Hadith expert 
of Ray, Jarir ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid, came to Baghdad. 
Imam Ahmad’s fellow students travelled in the flood 
waters to study Hadith under Jarir ibn ‘Abd al- 
Hamid, but Imam Sahib’s mother did not permit 
him to go. 
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Similarly, when he wanted to attend the assembly of 
a Hadith expert in the dark hours of the morning, 
his mother — out of her love and affection — would 
not permit him to go. Imam Sahib relates: 
“Sometimes I would want to go in the darkness to 
study Hadith. My mother would hold me by my 
garment and say: ‘Let it get bright.’ Despite this, I 
used to go to the assembly of Abu Bakr ibn ‘Ayash 
rahimahullah in the darkness.” 


Imam Sahib rahimahullah was intensely respectful 
of his mother. He considered it his good fortune to 
have her. 


On one occasion, his mother had no clothes. Some 
zakah wealth had come around that time. She said: 
“I rather be unclothed than wear the filth of people. 
We will be living in this world for a short period and 
we will then depart from it.” 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the third century 


of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her. 1! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdt, p. 84. 
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Mudghah, Mukh-khah and Zubdah 


(sisters of Hadrat Bishr Hafi rahimahullah) 


Hadrat Mudghah, Mukh-khah and Zubdah were the 
sisters of the famous worshipper and ascetic, 
Hadrat Bishr Haft rahimahullah. They were well- 
known for their worship and piety. Mudghah was 
the eldest. She passed away before Hadrat Bishr 
Hafi rahimahullah. The latter felt a lot of pain on 
her demise and cried a lot. When he was asked the 
reason for crying so much, he replied: “I read 
somewhere that when a person is found deficient in 
his actions to Allah ta‘ala, then the thing which he 
loves is taken away from him. This sister was my 
close confidant.” 


The agnomen of Hadrat Zubdah rahimahullah was 
Umm ‘Ali. She said: “It ought to be weightier for 
Allah’s servants to commit sins and easier to repent. 
Why, then, do they not use the lighter one to 
repulse the heavier one?”! 


The son of Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah, 
‘Abdullah rahimahullah relates: “I was with my 
father at home when someone knocked on the door. 
My father asked me to open the door. When I 
opened it, I saw a woman standing there. She said: 
T would like to meet Imam Sahib. Go and ask him 
for permission.’ After obtaining permission, she 
came inside, offered salam and said: ‘O Abu 
‘Abdillah! I card cotton at night in the light of a 
lamp. Sometimes, the light goes off so I continue in 
the moonlight. In such a situation, should I 


1 Sifah as-Safwah, vol. 2, p. 526. 
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differentiate in the price of the cotton which is 
carded in the lamp-light and the moonlight?’ Imam 
Sahib said: If you find a difference in the cotton, tell 
me.’ She then asked: Tf a sick person cries out of 
pain, will it be considered to be a complaint [against 
Allah ta‘ala]?’ Imam Sahib replied: ‘I don’t think it is 
a complaint.’ The woman then left.” 


‘Abdullah continues: My father said: “I haven’t 
heard of anyone asking such questions. Go and see 
where this woman goes to.” I followed her and saw 
her going to the house of Bishr ibn Harith. She was 
his sister. I returned and informed my father. He 
said: “It is not possible for anyone other than the 
sister of Bishr Hafi to pose such questions.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! This incident is filled with 
admonition. May Allah ta‘ala enable us _ to 
understand it and practise accordingly. Amin. 
(compiler) 


Demise 


Mudghah passed away before Bishr  Hafi 
rahimahullah who passed away in 227 A.H. It is 
most probable that all of them passed away in the 
third century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower 
His mercy on them.! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 120. 
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Hadrat Aminah Ramlityyah 


Name and birth 


Hadrat Aminah Ramliyyah rahimahallah is listed 
among the illustrious scholars and saints of the 
second or third century of the Hijrah. She was born 
around the year 163 A.H. in Ramlah, a town on the 
outskirts of Baghdad. 


Education 


She was extremely intelligent from a young age and 
had the desire to acquire knowledge. However, her 
parents were paupers and could not make any 
special arrangement for her education. Nonetheless, 
they imparted whatever basic knowledge they could 
at their home. When she grew a little older, she 
accompanied her mother to Makkah for hajj. At the 
time, there was a senior scholar who used to teach 
in Masjid-e-Haram. Hadrat Aminah began joining 
that class and studied Qur’an and Hadith for some 
time under the scholar. When he passed away, she 
went to Madinah where Imam Malik rahimahullah 
had been conducting his classes. Hadrat Aminah 
studied under him for a period of time and 
memorized many Ahadith. Hafiz Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr 
rahimahullah estimates her narrated Ahadith to be 
about one hundred. 


She then went back to Makkah and _ studied 
jurisprudence under Imam Shafil rahimahullah. 
She was about thirty-six years old at the time. When 
Imam Shafit rahimahullah went to Egypt, she 
proceeded to Kufah where there was a large number 
of scholars and jurists. She studied enthusiastically 
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under them as well, and became a distinguished 
scholar among many men of knowledge and virtue. 


Lecture classes 


When Hadrat Aminah returned to her hometown, 
her knowledge and merits came to be known far and 
wide. She started conducting her own lessons for 
the sake of benefiting Allah’s creation. People began 
attending in droves. Many senior ‘ulama’ used to 
attend her lessons to listen to Hadith from her. 


She happened to go to Baghdad in 209 A.H. A 
revolution took place in her life through the focus of 
a dervish. She gave all her wealth and possessions 
in Allah’s cause and began living like a dervish. She 
used to remain in Allah’s worship, and would 
occupy herself in crying to Him. In this condition, 
she was able to perform hajj seven times on foot. 
People listed her among the special servants of Allah 
ta‘ala by virtue of her abstinence, piety, worship and 
Spiritual practices. And so, they accorded immense 
respect and honour to her. 


Her lofty level can be gauged from the fact that a 
senior saint like Bishr Haft rahimahullah (d. 227 
A.H.) would occasionally present himself before her. 
Similarly, the great jurist Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal 
rahimahullah (d. 241 A.H.) used to acknowledge her 
greatness. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the status of this 
woman! A great jurist and Hadith expert like Hadrat 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah and an 
illustrious saint like Hadrat' Bishr  Hafi 
rahimahullah used to go to her to benefit from her 
knowledge and saintliness. This is certainly the 
right of internal spiritual treasures — from whichever 
alley their fragrances emanate, one ought to go 
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there irrespective of whether the bearer of those 
treasures is a male or female. If it known that a 
certain shop stocks shamamah perfume but the 
person selling it is a woman, will a person not go 
there? He will certainly go to buy it. In fact, he will 
be prepared to bear difficulties to obtain it. 
(compiler) 


Bishr Hafi 


Bishr Hafi rahimahullah fell ill, so Hadrat Aminah 
rahimahallah went to visit him. Incidentally, Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah also arrived. He 
asked Hadrat Bishr: “Who is this?” He replied: “She 
is Aminah Ramliyyah. She has come to visit me.” 


Imam Ahmad rahimahullah had already heard 
about her popularity. He was overjoyed at being able 
to meet her and said to Hadrat Bishr: “Request her 
to make du‘a for me.” Hadrat Bishr said to Hadrat 
Aminah: “This is Ahmad ibn Hambal, he requests 
you to make du‘a for him.” She raised her hands 
and made du‘a with utmost humility and fear: “O 
Allah! Save Ahmad ibn Hambal and Bishr from the 
Hell-fire. You are the most Merciful. Safeguard them 
from the Hell-fire.” 


Note: There can be no better du‘a. Allah ta‘ala says 
in the Qur’an: 
je 388 | Jog WU! oF (e) Crd 
Then whoever is drawn far away from 
the Fire and entered into Paradise - he 
has succeeded.! 


1 Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3: 185. 
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May Allah ta‘ala accept this important du‘a in our 
favour as well. Amin. This is certainly not difficult 
for Allah ta‘ala. (compiler) 


Independence 


On one occasion, a wealthy person sent ten 
thousand gold coins to her. She declined to accept 
the money. When the person persisted, she kept it 
but did not touch it. She then sent a person to go 
around in the city and announce: “Whoever needs 
money may come and take it from me.” Needy 
people would go to her and take whatever amount 
they needed. By the evening, she had distributed all 
the wealth. This, despite the fact that there was no 
food in her house for that day. 


Hadrat Bishr Hafi rahimahullah relates that it was 
Hadrat Aminah’s practice to wake up in the middle 
of the night. She would then occupy herself in 
Allah’s worship with utmost humility until the 
morning. 


Her supplication 


Hadrat Bishr rahimahullah relates: “I heard her 
making the following supplication: 


O Creator of the heavens and earth. 
Your bounties are countless and 
limitless. Those who do not value 
them are certainly wrongdoers. You 
are the most Merciful of those who 
show mercy, but the world has 
forgotten you. 


O my beloved Master! My honour lies 
with You. Do not disgrace me in the 
presence of everyone on the day of 
Resurrection. If You do, people will 
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say: “Allah disgraced His own slave 
who loved Him.” O my beloved Master! 
You will certainly not tolerate this. If 
You tolerate it, I will never tolerate 
people to level this accusation against 
You. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the extent of self- 
respect in this supplication. May Allah ta‘ala accept 
it in our favour as well. Amin. (compiler) 


She said to Hadrat Bishr rahimahullah: “O Bishr! I 
sleep but my heart is awake.” 


It was her practice not to eat at anyone’s place in 
the fear that it might be from unlawful or doubtful 
wealth. However, if she was convinced about the 
piety of a person, she would eat at his/her house. 


Demise 


The year of her death could not be ascertained from 
any book. Nonetheless, she is listed among the 
personalities of the third century of the Hijrah. May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.} 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 160. 
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Bibt Amatul Jalil 


The Tabaqat of Imam Sha‘rani rahimahullah lists 
Amatul Jalil among the pious and Allah-fearing 
Arab women. The senior Sufis of the time were 
discussing the meaning of wilayat. Each one gave 
his opinion, but their opinions differed. They finally 
decided to go and ask Amatul Jalil. When they 
presented the question to her, she said: 


A walt is one who is occupied in 
Allah’s remembrance all the time and 
has no interest whatsoever in the 
attractions of this world. In fact, his 
focus never diverts to anything other 
than Allah. 


Note: It is necessary for every person to bear in 
mind the definition of a wali as explained by Amatul 
Jalil. It is especially important for those who are 
Sufis or affiliated to them. 


She then addressed the Sufis: 


If someone tells you that a certain wali 
left the remembrance of Allah ta‘ala 
and became occupied in some other 
work, then never believe in his wilayat. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the third century 


of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 165. 
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Umm ‘Abbas 


She was the wife of the seventh ‘Abbasid caliph, 
Ma’mun ar-Rashid (198-218 A.H./813-833). She 
was an extremely intelligent, sharp-witted and 
scholarly woman. She had a keen interest in poetry. 
Although she was brought up in a purely Bedouin 
environment, it is gauged from circumstances that 
while there, she was connected to a religious and 
academic family which ensured she was trained and 
tutored in an excellent way. This is why - by the 
time she reached a youthful age —- she became an 
expert in the science of genealogy. And this is what 
prompted Ma’mun ar-Rashid to marry her. 


Some books of Arabic literature quote the following 
story with much relish. The gist of it is related 
below. 


Ma’mun ar-Rashid went with some of his 
bodyguards on a hunt. They travelled quite far into 
the desert. He saw an animal at a distance and 
pursued it on his horse. In the process, he became 
separated from his companions. He did not get the 
animal but he came across a young maiden near a 
spring (or the Euphrates River). He was left 
astounded. On seeing her beautiful face and 
appearance, he deduced that she is from a noble 
Arab family. She was carrying a water-skin on her 
shoulder and was stooped because of its weight. As 
she was climbing from the low ground to higher 
ground, it became difficult for her to balance the 
water-skin. She called out to her father to help her. 
She said: 
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O father! Run and get hold of the mouth 
of the water-skin. Its weight has 
overwhelmed me, and it’s going out of 
my control. 


Conversation with Ma’mmtn ar-Rashid 


The girl’s father was probably at a distance and did 
not hear his daughter. However, Ma’mun ar-Rashid 
was astounded by her eloquence, so he went closer 
and addressed her. The following conversation 
ensued: 


Ma’mun: O girl! You speak excellent Arabic. 
The young woman: Am I not an Arab? 
Ma’mun: Which tribe do you belong to? 

The young woman: Bani Quda‘ah. 

Ma’mun: Which branch of the Bani Quda‘ah? 
The young woman: Bani Kalb. 

Ma’mun: Why were you born to this tribe? 


The young woman: What’s wrong with my tribe? It is 
an honourable tribe. There is no accusation against 
it. They are hospitable and excellent swordsmen. O 
man! Which tribe do you belong to? 


Ma’mun: Do you know anything about genealogy? 


The young woman: Yes, I am fully conversant with 
it. 


Ma’mun: I belong to the Banu Mudarr. 
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The young woman: Which Mudarr? 


Ma’mun: The one which is the most distinguished 
as regards it lineage and noble descent. 


The young woman: I know you are from the Banu 
Kinanah, but from which branch of the Banu 
Kinanah? 


Ma’mtn: The one whose sons are the noblest and 
most forbearing. 


The young woman: (She laughed) and said: O, so 
you are from the Quraysh. But which family of the 
Quraysh? 


Ma’mun: The one who is spoken of in the highest 
terms and the one whose pride is matchless. 


The young woman: By Allah, you are from the Banu 
Hashim, but which family of the Banu Hashim? 


Ma’mun: The one whose house is the loftiest, whose 
sub-tribe was the noblest, and whose enemies were 
terrified of. 


The young woman: (On hearing this, the woman 
bowed her head respectfully and said): As-salamu 
‘alaykum, O Amir al-Mu’minin. 


Marriage 


Ma’mun ar-Rashid was left dumbfounded by her 
extensive knowledge, quick answers, sharp wit and 
poetry. He decided to marry her. When he returned, 
he sent a proposal to her parents. They accepted it 
immediately. In this way, the young maiden entered 
the royal court. The son of Ma’mun ar-Rashid, 
‘Abbas, was born from her. Ma’mutn ar-Rashid had 
exquisite academic and literary tastes. This is why 
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he appreciated Umm ‘Abbas and would engage her 
in many academic discussions. 


Demise 


The exact date of her demise could not be 
ascertained. She most probably passed away in the 
third century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower 
His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 169. 
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Bibi Umm ‘Ali 


Bibi Umm ‘Ali rahimahallah was a senior saint of 
the third century of the Hijrah. She was the wife of 
the famous saint Shaykh Ahmad Khudrawiyyah 
rahimahullah. Her parents were extremely wealthy 
and they left behind plenty of wealth for their 
daughter. However, she distributed all of it in 
Allah’s cause and chose to live a life of simplicity 
and contentment with her ascetic husband. 


Bibi Umm ‘Ali was a contemporary of Hadrat Ba 
Yazid Bustami rahimahullah and Shaykh Abu Hafs 
rahimahullah. Both these saints benefited from her 
Spirituality. Hadrat Ba Yazid rahimahullah used to 
say: 


Anyone wanting to step onto the field 
of Sufism should develop within him 
the spiritual condition and courage 
like those of Umm ‘Ali. 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala inspire us. Amin. (compiler) 
Shaykh Abt Hafs rahimahullah said: 


I always considered the female gender 
to be insignificant until I began 
listening to the talks of Umm ‘Ali, the 
wife of Ahmad Khudrawiyyah 
rahimahullah. Previously, I disliked 
listening to women. But when I heard 
the talks of Umm ‘AH, I realized Allah 
ta‘ala confers the bounty of His 
recognition to whomever He wills, 
irrespective of whether they are males 
or females. 
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Note: This is certainly a point of cognition. May 
Allah ta‘ala reward him. (compiler) 


Statements 


Many statements of Hadrat Umm ‘Ali rahimahallah 
are well-known among the Sufis. Two are quoted 
here. 


1. It is better if your need is left unfulfilled than 
humiliating yourself. (In other words, don't 
humiliate yourself by begging.) 


2. Allah ta‘ala showered His bounties on His 
servants, but they did not turn their attention to 
Him. He then caused them to fall into calamities 
and hardships. They then turned to Him. Allah 
ta‘ala did this because He loves His servants. 


Demise 


She passed away in the third century of the Hijrah. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 175. 
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Bibt Umm Harun 
Merits 


Imam Sha‘rani states in his Tabaqat that Umm 
Harun was an ardent worshipper and an Allah- 
fearing woman. She was always occupied in Allah’s 
remembrance and sufficed with eating dry bread. 


She experienced special enjoyment in worshipping 
her Creator and Master in the darkness of the night. 
When the break of dawn approached, she would 
say: “Oh, it has departed.” 


In other words, the joy which is experienced in 
worshipping my Creator in the solitude of the night 
is not experienced during the day. 


Her intoxication in Allah’s love was of such a level 
that she neither applied oil to her hair for twenty 
years nor combed it. Despite this, her hair was 
spotless and would glitter to the extent that other 
women would be envious of her. 


Fear for the Hereafter 


She was always fearful of the Hereafter. One day, 
she was walking while being totally unaware of the 
world when a voice fell into her ears: “Catch her!” 
The moment she heard this, she fell unconscious. 
People picked her up and revived her. She said: 
“When I heard this order, I thought that the 
Resurrection has arrived and an order was issued to 
get hold of me. This is why I fell unconscious.” 


A supernatural feat 


It is related that Bibt Umm Harun was sitting in a 
jungle when a lion emerged. She addressed the lion: 
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O lion! If Allah has decreed my flesh to 
become your sustenance, then come 
and eat me. 


The lion immediately turned its face and left. 


Some biographers relate that she used to go quite 
often into the jungle, and she experienced this type 
of incident several times. But never did a lion or any 
other animal of prey attack her. Each one would 
turn away and leave when it saw her. 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the third century 
of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her. 1! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 178. 
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Fatimah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman 


She is Fatimah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman Harranityyah. 
Her title is Suftyyah and her agnomen is Umm 
Muhammad. She was born in Baghdad. She 
emigrated to Egypt when she was still a child. She 
relates Ahadith from her father and her nephew, 
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Qasim narrated from her. 


Khatib Baghdadi and Ibn Jauzi rahimahumallah 
relate that she was well-known by the title of 
Sufityyah because she only wore woollen (suf) 
garments. She slept for over sixty years on her 
prayer mat — she did not sleep on a bed. 


Note: These were the special female servants of 
Allah ta‘ala through whose pure selves the spirit of 
piety, abstinence, worship and spiritual practices 
was blown into the women of Islam. These pious 
and righteous women did tremendous Dini work 
among their fellow women. Their khanqahs also 
fulfilled the role of purification of the self, moral 
training and _ rectification. Allah-consciousness, 
sincerity and spirituality flowed copiously from their 
Spiritual springs. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 312 A.H. She was over eighty 
years old at the time. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 14, p. 442; Khawatin Islam Ki Dini 
Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmat. 
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Bibi Khuldtyyah bint Ja‘far 


Khuldiyyah bint Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn Nusayr 
ibn Qasim Khuldi was an ardent worshipper, ascetic 
and scholar. Khatib Baghdadi narrates from her via 
Abul Fath Mansur ibn Rabrah rahimahullah. 
Hadrat Ibrahim Khawwas rahimahullah says: “I 
found more than ten scholars concurring on this.” 


The following statement of Khuldiyyah is well- 
known: 


Te ical Crardg (AEG perl 3 yanads| ol 
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Relating stories is essentially an 
innovation. (However, stories which 
soften the heart and create Allah’s fear) 
are an excellent innovation because 
Allah’s mercy descends in the assemblies 
of the pious, tears flow through the 
blessings of their words, and _ their 
warnings create an aversion for sins in 
the hearts. 


Demise 
In his Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, ‘Allamah Dhahabi 


rahimahullah notes the year of her father’s death as 
348 A.H. We can gauge from this that she too must 


HEE Ge AEG tole @yb! 
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have passed away in the fourth century of the 
Hijrah.1 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 124. 
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Bibi Maryam Andalusiyah 


She is listed among the senior scholars of the fourth 
century of the Hijrah. Her father’s name was Abu 
Ya‘qub Ansari rahimahullah. She was a resident of 
Shalab in Andalus (Spain). However, she moved 
from their and settled down permanently in 
Ashbiltyyah. 


She possessed deep knowledge in almost all Dini 
and worldly sciences. She established a centre of 
learning in Ashbiltyyah to which women who were 
interested in studying would come from far and 
wide, and study under her. It is said that girls from 
noble families of Ashbiliyyah considered it to be an 
honour to study at the feet of Bibi Maryam. In 
addition to striving hard in imparting Dini sciences 
to them, she taught them poetry, literature and 
rhetoric. Consequently, those who studied under 
her and graduated at her centre would receive 
proposals from high ranking families. 


Bibi Maryam had the good fortune of performing 
hajj. This is why she is also referred to as Hajjah. 
She was not only a distinguished scholar but a true 
believer who adhered strictly to the orders of the 
Shariah. This is why she was highly respected 
throughout the country. She also had a refined taste 
in poetry and prose. 


Demise 


Bibi Maryam rahimahallah lived a long life and 
passed away in the beginning of the fourth century 
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of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 191. 
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Sayyidah Fatimah Umm al-Khayr 


Introduction 


Sayyidah Fatimah was the mother of Hadrat Shaykh 
‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani rahimahullah. She was a 
chaste, ascetic and Allah-fearing woman who was 
an ardent worshipper. 


Wise words of counsel 


Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir was still a young child when 
he lost his father. His mother resorted to patience 
and courage, and paid special attention to the 
education and training of her 4-5 year old son. 
Consequently, he turned out to be an exemplary 
young man. He started his education in the local 
maktab. When he turned eighteen, he decided to 
proceed to Baghdad to further his studies. He 
sought his mother’s permission. With tearful eyes, 
she placed her hand on her son’s head and said: 


Dear light of my eyes. I cannot tolerate 
your separation for a single moment. 
However, I will not come as a barrier 
for the noble purpose for which you 
want to go to Baghdad. Acquiring 
knowledge is a sanctified obligation. I 
pray that you reach the level of 
proficiency in all the sciences. I will 
probably not see you _ again. 
Nonetheless, my prayers will always 
be with you. 


She then said: 
I have eighty dinars from your father’s 
estate. I am going to keep forty for 
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your brother and am giving you forty 
for your journey. 


She then stitched the money onto his garment at his 
side. When he was about to depart, she said to him: 


My dear son! Listen to my final advice. 
You must never forget it. You must 
always speak the truth. No matter 
what happens, you must never even 
go near lies by mistake. 


The fortunate son replied with tearful eyes: “Dear 
mother! I promise you I will always act on your 
advice.” 


Sayyidah Fatimah embraced her beloved son, and 
then said with a painful sigh: “Go. I have handed 
you over to Allah. He is your protector and helper.” 


The benefit of speaking the truth 


After bidding his mother farewell, Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Qadir joined a caravan which was going to Baghdad. 
In those days it was not possible to travel alone in 
the lengthy deserted roads. People used to join 
caravans and travel. They would their utmost to 
protect themselves. Despite this, the danger of 
highway robbers always existed. When the Shaykh’s 
caravan passed Hamdan and_ reached _ the 
mountainous region of Sansam, a band of sixty 
Kazaks attacked the caravan and stole the goods 
and belongings of the travellers. Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Qadir was standing to one side when one of the 
bandits asked him: “O boy! Do you have anything 
with you?” 


He replied without fear and hesitation: “Yes. I have 
forty dinars with me.” The bandit did not believe 
him when he saw his outer dress and appearance. 
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He looked mockingly at him and left. Then another 
bandit posed the same question to him, and he gave 
the same reply. This fellow also took it in jest and 
proceeded. After some time, Ahmad Badawi who 
was the leader of these bandits came to know of the 
youngster. He asked his henchmen to grab the boy 
and bring him to him. The thieves took hold of the 
Shaykh and presented him to Ahmad Badawi. 


The following conversation ensued: 


Ahmad Badawi: Boy! You better speak the truth. 
Tell me what you have. 


The Shaykh replied fearlessly: I already told two of 
your comrades that I have forty dinars. 


Ahmad Badawi: Where are they? Take them out and 
show them to me. 


The Shaykh: They are stitched at the side of my 
garment. 


When Ahmad Badawi searched him, he certainly 
found the forty dinars. The chief and his friends 
were left astonished. The chief asked him in 
surprise: 


Ahmad Badawi: Boy! You know that we are thieves 
but you still gave away the secret of your forty 
dinars!? Why did you do this? 


The Shaykh: When I was leaving home, my pure 
mother advised me to always speak the truth. How 
can I disregard my mother’s advice for these forty 
dinars? 


The chief’s heart melted when he heard this. He 
began crying and he said: 


Ahmad Badawi: Oh dear boy! You have been so 
dutiful in fulfilling your mother’s promise. 
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Destruction to me for having broken the promises of 
my Creator for so many years. Dear boy! I repent 
from my thievery right now. 


The other bandits joined their chief in repentance. 
They returned all the goods and wealth which they 
had stolen, and then led a life of piety and 
obedience. 


Demise 


Biographers are silent about Sayyidah Fatimah. 
However, it is gauged that she passed away in the 
absence of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir  Jilani 
rahimahullah when he was still busy with his 
studies. She probably passed away in the fifth 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 202. 
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Mukarramah Fakhr an-Nisa’ Shuhdah 


Name and lineage 


There was an illustrious Hadith expert and 
calligrapher in the sixth century of the Hijrah. Her 
father’s name was Abu Nasr ibn ‘Umar al-Abri who 
was himself a distinguished scholar. Shuhdah was 
born in 484 A.H. in the Iranian town of Dinaur. 


Education 
She started her education under her father. She 
also learnt calligraphy from him. She became so 


adept in calligraphy that the great calligraphers of 
her time acknowledged her expertise in the field. 


Her father got her to study under several eminent 
Hadith experts of the time. Some of them were: 


1. Abu ‘Abdillah Hasan ibn Ahmad Nu‘mani 


rahimahullah. 

2. Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ash-Shashi 
rahimahullah. 

3. Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir Yusufi 
rahimahullah. 


4. Abul Husayn rahimahullah. 


She also acquired proficiency in many other 
sciences. 


Her father moved from Dinaur and settled down in 
Baghdad. This was either out of his own will or 
because the ‘Abbasid caliph had called him. This is 
why Shuhdah spent a large portion of her life in 
Baghdad. 
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Marriage 


Her father got Shuhdah married to one of his 
fortunate students by the name of ‘Ali ibn 
Muhammad. Although he was poor, he was a pious 
and worthy husband. And so, their married life was 
warmly pleasant. 


Teaching services 


Shuhdah rahimahallah became so popular in the 
science of Hadith that droves of people from distant 
places would come to her to quench their thirst. 
They considered it a source of pride to humble 
themselves before her. It is said that many senior 
scholars used to attend her lessons and receive lofty 
certificates from her. 


In addition to Hadith, Shuhdah used to deliver 
excellent lectures on history and literature. These 
would leave a deep impression on the students’ 
hearts. 


By virtue of her knowledge, excellence, calligraphy 
and oratory skills, she became popularly known by 
the title of Fakhr an-Nisa’ (the pride of women). 


Her husband passed away after forty-five years of 
their married life. She bore this tragedy with 
patience and resilience; and devoted her life to 
teaching and lecturing. 


When the caliph Mustadi Bi Amrillah ‘Abbasi (566- 
575 A.H.) heard of her knowledge and virtues, he 
gave her a large tract of land so that she could 
concentrate on proliferating knowledge. The income 
which she received from this property was used to 
construct a magnificent centre of learning on the 
bank of the Tigris River. Thousands of students 
used to come and study here. All the expenses in 
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running this institute were borne by Shuhdah 
rahimahallah. 


She remained occupied in teaching and lecturing 
until the last moments of her life. 


Demise 


Shuhdah rahimahullah passed away in 547 A.H. 
when she was more than ninety years old. The 
janazah salah was performed in Jami‘ al-Qasr in 
Baghdad. In addition to the general masses, many 
senior ‘ulama’ and dignitaries of the sultanate 
attended her funeral. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her 
resting place. 


Ibn Jauzi rahimahullah said: “Shuhdah 
rahimahallah was an extremely righteous woman 
and an ardent worshipper.”! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 252. 
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Bibi Taqiyyah Shamtyyah 
Name and birth 


Her agnomen is Umm ‘Alt. She was a distinguished 
poetess and scholar of Syria. She was born in 505 
A.H. in Damascus. Her father’s name was Abul 
Faraj. 


Merits 


Bibi Taqiyyah acquired proficiency in all the 
contemporary sciences, especially the science of 
Hadith. She left her hometown and benefited from 
several senior scholars. ‘Allamah Abu Tahir Ahmad 
ibn Muhammad Asfahani rahimahullah is the most 
noteworthy. 


She was a chaste and pure woman. Her chastity 
was well-known. She conducted Hadith lessons for 
many years. 


She was also an expert in poetry. She used to 
compete with distinguished poets of her time. 


Demise 


Bibi Taqiyyah passed away in 579 A.H. May Allah 
ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 256. 
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Mukarramah Radi Khatun 


Name and lineage 


She was the daughter of Mun ad-Din Anar and the 
wife of Sultan Nur ad-Din Mahmud Zangi 
rahimahullah.1! 


The Dairah Ma'‘arif Islamiyyah states that her 
original name was Khatun but some historians 
confidently state that her name was Radi Khatun. 
She was married to Sultan Nur ad-Din Zangi 
rahimahullah in 541 A.H. 


Character 


She was a woman of lofty character and 
mannerisms. She used to carry out all domestic 
tasks by herself, and run the house with the little 
money which the Sultan gave her. She said to him 
on one occasion: “The money which you are giving 
me for house expenses barely fulfils the needs. I 
request you to increase it.” 


The Sultan replied: 


I do not have anything apart from the 
rental which I receive from three 
shops. You will have to manage with 
the amount I am giving you. By Allah! 
I will not fill my belly with the fire of 
Hell for your sake. If you think that I 
have large amounts of treasures under 
my control, then understand well that 


1 Details about Sultan Nur ad-Din Zangi rahimahullah 
can be found in volume three of Aqwal-e-Salaf. 
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they belong to the Muslims. I am 
merely a treasurer. I have no right 
whatsoever to spend from the public 
treasury on myself or on my family. 
This wealth is endowed for jihad 
against the enemies of Islam or for 
general welfare works for the wellbeing 
of Muslims. I give over the three shops 
which I own in Hims to you. You may 
sell them if you want, or you may 
continue collecting the rent from 
them. 


She was an Allah-fearing woman. She fell silent 
when she heard the Sultan’s reply. Subsequently, 
she never asked for an increase to run the house. 


Two children were born to Sultan Nur ad-Din from 
Radi Khatun; a boy and a girl. The son’s name was 
Ismail and the daughter’s name was Shams an- 
Nisa’. The Sultan was extremely appreciative of his 
wife. He did not marry another woman for as long as 
she was living. He passed away in 569 A.H./1173. 
Three years later —- 572 A.H./1176, she married 
Sultan Ayyubi rahimahullah. 


Welfare works 


Radi Khatun was a confident woman with deep 
cognition. Although her domestic expenses were 
limited, she used to receive money from the public 
treasury for general welfare works. And so, she 
constructed a magnificent madrasah in Damascus. 
It was named Khatuniyyah, in remembrance of her. 
Some time later, this madrasah succumbed to 
demolition. She also had a khanqah constructed 
outside Bab an-Nasr in Damascus. 
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Demise 


This pious woman passed away in Muharram 581 
A.H./1175. May Allah ta‘ala shower her with His 


mercy.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 234. 
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Bibi Fatimah bint al-Muthanna 


She was an Allah-fearing woman of the sixth 
century of the Hijrah. Her greatness can be gauged 
from the fact that Shaykh Akbar Muhiyy ad-Din Ibn 
‘Arabi rahimahullah! served her for many years and 
derived immense benefit from her. He writes in his 
book Futuhat Makkiyyah: 


I served Hadrat Fatimah for many 
years. Although she was over ninety- 
five years old, I felt ashamed to look at 
her face because she had such good 
health that her face looked as fresh as 
a fourteen year old maiden. 


Ibn ‘Arabi rahimahullah relates: Fatimah 
rahimahallah addressed me on one occasion and 
said: 


I am astonished at those who claim to 
love Allah ta‘ala and then cry and 
complain. Closeness to Allah ta‘ala 
and love for Him demand that no 
matter what condition He keeps a 
person, he must be happy with it. 
What is this crying for? Son, what do 
you think? 


I replied: “You are totally correct.” 


1 The life conditions of Shaykh Akbar Muhiyy ad-Din Ibn 
‘Arabi rahimahullah were given in detail in volume three 
of Aqwal-e-Salaf. (compiler) 
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A karamat 


A woman came to Bibi Fatimah rahimahallah one 
day and said: “My husband lives in a distant city. I 
fear that if he were to live there any longer, he will 
enter into a second marriage. I request you to pray 
that he comes back.” 


Bibi Fatimah rahimahallah replied: “Very well.” 
Saying this, she began reciting Surah al-Fatihah. 
Ibn ‘Arabi rahimahullah was present at the time. 
The image of a person came before her, she 
addressed it and said: “Go to such and such city 
and bring this woman’s husband.” 


Ibn ‘Arabi rahimahullah relates that the woman’s 
husband came back after a short while. From the 
time Hadrat Fatimah rahimahallah recited Surah al- 
Fatihah and the time when the person returned — it 
was what it would have normally taken a person to 
cover this distance. Ibn ‘Arabi rahimahullah also 
says that Hadrat Fatimah had several [jinn] under 
her control by virtue of reciting Surah al-Fatihah. 


Demise 


She passed away in the sixth century of the Hijrah. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 231. 
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Mukarramah ‘Ismah Khatun 


She was the wife of al-Malik an-Nasir Sultan Salah 
ad-Din Yusuf Ayyubi rahimahullah. Some 
biographers say her name was ‘Ismiyyah Khatun. 
She was a pious, confident and intelligent woman 
who loved knowledge. Like her courageous and 
determined husband, she had a keen interest in 
welfare works. 


The distinguished historian of the era of Salah ad- 
Din Ayyubi - ‘Imad ad-Din Muhammad ibn 
Muhammad al-Katib Asfahani (d. 590 A.H.) — writes 
with reference to ‘Ismah Khatun: 


She was extremely generous. She had 
stipends assigned for the poor. She 
opened traveller’s lodges and madaris 
for ascetics and jurists, and laid down 
salaries for teachers. Students used to 
receive food and clothing from her. A 
well-known centre of learning in the 
Mahallah Hajr adh-Dhahab_ of 
Damascus, and a traveller’s lodge 
outside Bab an-Nasr_ [also in 
Damascus] were constructed by this 
pious woman. People benefited for 
long periods of time from the buildings 
and grants which she had endowed. 


This pious woman also had several masajid built 
from her personal money. These masajid have 
revived memories of her name to this day. 
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Demise 


She passed away in 581 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 240. 
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Mukarramah Bibt Manmil 


Hadrat Khwajah Mu‘n ad-Din Hasan Chishti Ajmeri 
rahimahullah’s most senior khalifah was Hadrat 
Khwajah Qutb ad-Din Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah 
(d. 633 A.H.). Bibi Manmil was the latter’s foster 
mother. She breast-fed him when he was an infant. 
She belonged to a noble family from the town of 
Aush, situated in Transoxiana. Khwajah Bakhtiyar 
Kaki was born in the same town. Bibi Manmil lived 
in the same neighbourhood as that of Khwajah 
Sahib’s parent’s house. 


She was a pious and Allah-fearing woman. She 
spent most of her time in worship and spiritual 
practices. She must have had another name, but 
she became well-known in India by the title Manmil 
(one who joins hearts). 


Hadrat Khwajah Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah had 
linked himself to Hadrat Khwajah Ajmeri 
rahimahullah at a young age and received the 
mantle of khilafat from him. He then spent a long 
period of time in _ spiritual striving, spiritual 
practices and travelling. In the meantime, Khwajah 
Ajmeri rahimahullah had gone to India. Khwajah 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah also proceeded to 
India to serve his shaykh. Hadrat Khwajah Ajmeri 
rahimahullah settled down permanently in Ajmer 
and sent his  senior-most khalifah, Khwajah 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah to Delhi. He was 
responsible for propagating Islam and the Chishti 
order in Delhi and surrounding areas. 


Bibi Manmil was alive during this time. Khwajah 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah acknowledged her 
lofty rank. He requested her to leave Aush and come 
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to Delhi where he conferred the mantle of khilafat to 
her. He then asked her to guide and steer the 
women of Delhi. She carried out her responsibilities 
with much enthusiasm and thousands of women 
reached great spiritual heights through her efforts. 
Khwajah Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah revered her 
tremendously and handed over the administration 
of his house to her. Bibi Manmil was strict in 
observing hijab. She neither stepped out of the 
house nor did she set foot in the male section of the 
house. 


Note: This shows that women can also be conferred 
with khilafat and authorized to accept bay‘at so that 
this spiritual chain may continue among them as 
well. (compiler) 


Demise 


Bibi Manmil most probably passed away in the 
beginning of the sixth century of the Hijrah. Her 
grave is situated near the grave of Khwajah 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah in Delhi. May Allah 
ta‘ala illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 242. 
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Mukarramah Taj an-Nisa’ 


Her name is Taj an-Nisa’ bint Rustam 
Asbahaniyyah. Her agnomen is Umm Ayman al- 
Waiizah. She settled down in Makkah and lived 
there until her demise. Although she was originally 
a resident of Baghdad, she was referred to as 
Shaykhah al-Haram (the shaykhah of Makkah). 


She spent her entire life in abstinence and Sufism. 
She studied Bukhari Sharif under her father and 
from Shaykh Abu Talib ibn Khafir rahimahullah. 
She also received authorization from Shaykh Abu 
Mansur rahimahullah and Shaykh Abu Qasim 
Samarqandi rahimahullah. Imam Taqiyy ad-Din 
Fasi Makki rahimahullah says with reference to her: 


‘4g 23 gral donde CS, 
She was at the forefront of Sufis in 
Makkah. 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala bless our women with sound 
qualities as well so that our society improves and 
the spiritual chain continues. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 611 A.H. in Makkah. May Allah 
ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.? 


NAT GO 6A % teed | Adel 


2 Fawat al-Wafayat; Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi 
Khidmdat. 
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Mukarramah Zaynab bint Shaykh 
Ahmad Rifa‘t 


Zaynab bint Shaykh Ahmad Rifai! rahimahallah 
remained affiliated to her father’s Rifa‘tyyah 
Spiritual lineage and spent her entire life in piety 
and abstinence. She was a pious and ascetic 
woman. She held a lofty station in Sufism. In 
addition to this, she memorized the Qur’an and 
narrated Ahadith. She was also proficient in 
jurisprudence and issuing verdicts. She trained and 
tutored her children in the Sufi path. 


Note: All praise is due to Allah, these veiled women 
of knowledge and virtue revived the faith and 
practices of Muslim women through their lectures, 
reminders and sermons. Muslim families and tribes 
were largely reformed through them. From these 
female Hadith experts, jurists and scholars, there 
were many who possessed oratory skills. Many 
women benefited from them. These female scholars 
used to go to assemblies of females and deliver 
lectures to them. May Allah ta‘ala reward them. 
(compiler) 


Demise 


After spending her entire life in piety and 
abstinence, she passed away in 630 A.H. To Allah 


1 Details about Shaykh Ahmad Kabir Rifai rahimahullah 
(d. 578 A.H.) can be found in volume three of Aqwédil-e- 
Salaf. (compiler) 
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we belong and to Him is our return. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdat, p. 140. 


673 


Bibi Asma’ Shamiyyah 


She was the daughter of Muhammad ibn Hasra, a 
distinguished chief in Damascus. She _ studied 
Hadith under several eminent ‘ulama’ of her time. 
She also studied some Hadith collections under the 
great Hadith expert Makki ibn ‘Alan rahimahullah. 


Thereafter, she herself began conducting Hadith 
lessons and remained occupied in teaching for a 
long period of time. She had the honour of 
performing hajj several times. She was extremely 
generous and used to spend her money liberally in 
Allah’s cause. 


Note: Women should take a lesson from _ her. 
Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


A famous poet, Ibn al-Wardi, composed _ the 
following couplets in praise of Bibi Asma’: 


by ho cL de Syl — ped y cdl (eet WS 


This is how the sister of Ibn Hasra ought 
to be - she surpassed women in her 
youth and old age. 


eromee EN eal} Esl! Ley — lie Jee BT gill SLL 


It is women like this who are models for 
the nation. There is no defect in using 
the feminine gender for the sun. 


Note: This means that the word “shams” (sun) is 
used in the feminine sense in the Arabic language. 
It being in the feminine gender does not affect its 
merits. The same can be said of Asma’ Shamiyyah 
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because she herself had acquired proficiency in 
knowledge and virtue. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in Dhu al-Hijjah 633 A.H. May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 287. 
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Mukarramah Bib! Sarah 


She was the mother of Hadrat Shaykh Nizam ad-Din 
Abul Mu’ayyad (d. 673 A.H.). She had much 
confidence in Hadrat Khwajah Bakhtiyar Kaki 
rahimahullah. He used to refer to her as his sister. 
She was not only a saintly woman, but an eminent 
scholar with deep knowledge of jurisprudence. 


Delhi had succumbed to a drought and grain had 
become so expensive that poor people could not 
afford to buy it. Some people of Delhi assembled 
and presented themselves before Shaykh Nizam ad- 
Din Abul Mu’ayyad. He removed a piece of cloth 
from his sleeve, separated a thread from it, directed 
the thread towards the sky and said: 


O Allah! This thread is from the 
garment of that saintly woman who 
did not cast a glance at any strange 
man in her entire life. Through her 
blessings and by virtue of her 
servitude which she had for You, bless 
us with rains of mercy. If not, I will 
have to go and live in the jungles and I 
will never set foot in inhabited places. 


Allah ta‘ala accepted his prayer. Dark clouds 
covered the sky and it rained so profusely that the 
fields and jungles were filled with water, and it 
appeared like a flood of water. 


People asked Shaykh Nizam ad-Din Abul Mu’ayyad: 
“Whose cloth was this? What was its nature that 
you prayed to Allah by making its thread the means 
for your prayer?” 
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He replied: “This cloth is from the side of Hadrat 
Khwajah Qutb ad-Din Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah 
which he had gifted to my mother. She used to place 
it on her head and engage in Allah’s worship.” 


Demise 


Bibi Sarah departed from this world in 638 A.H. Her 
grave is near the grave of Hadrat Khwajah Qutb ad- 
Din Kaki rahimahullah in Delhi. May Allah ta‘ala 
illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 297. 
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Bibi Umm al-Khayr Jamal an-Nisa’ 


Bibi Umm al-Khayr was born in Baghdad and 
reached the peak of knowledge and virtue. People 
gave her the title of Jamal an-Nisa’ (the beauty of 
women) on account of her deep knowledge. She 
studied Hadith under great luminaries such as Ibn 
al-Butti rahimahullah, Abul Muzaffar Kaghidhi 
rahimahullah and Shuja‘ al-Harbi rahimahullah. 
Thereafter, she herself began conducting lessons 
and taught Hadith to thousands of people. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at her enviable good 
fortune! May Allah ta‘ala inspire us as well. Amin. 
(compiler) 


The following are some of the eminent Hadith 
experts who studied under her: 


1. Fatimah bint Sulayman. 

2. Ibn Shahinah. 

3. Ibn Sa‘dah. 

4. Isma‘ll ibn ‘Asakir. 

5. Qadi Taqiyy ad-Din Sulayman. 


In addition to her academic merits, she was well- 
known for her piety and abstinence. She travelled to 
Makkah several times to perform hajj. 


Demise 


She passed away in 640 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 302. 
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Mukarramah Dayfah Khatin 


She was the daughter of al-Malik al-‘Adil Sayf ad- 
Din Abi Bakr ibn Ayyub rahimahullah who in turn 
was the brother of al-Malik an-Nasir Sultan Salah 
ad-Din Yusuf Ayyubi rahimahullah — the liberator of 
Bayt al-Maqdis. 


Some scholars say that her name was Safyah but 
she is generally known as Dayfah Khatun. It is said 
that when she was born in 581 or 582 A.H., her 
father had a senior person as a guest in his house. 
In Arabic, a guest is referred to as a dayf. This new- 
born daughter was therefore named Dayfah (the 
feminine of dayf). 


At the time, her father was ruling over the Aleppo 
fort. When victory was achieved, Sultan Salah ad- 
Din Ayyubi rahimahullah handed over the region to 
his brother. Later on, the Sultan gave over the 
Aleppo region to his son, al-Malik az-Zahir Ghiyath 
ad-Din Ghazi. The latter married Dayfah Khatun. 
This was al-Malik az-Zahir Ghazi’s second marriage. 
Before this, he was married to Dayfah’s sister, 
Ghaziyah. After she passed away, he married 
Dayfah Khatun. In this way, she became the 
daughter-in-law of Sultan Salah ad-Din Ayyubi 
rahimahullah. 


Al-Malik az-Zahir passed away in 613 A.H. and al- 
Malik al-‘Aziz Ghiyath ad-Din Muhammad - the son 
of Dayfah Khatun - became the ruler of Aleppo. 
When he passed away in 634 A.H., al-Malik an- 
Nasir Salah ad-Din Yusuf (ath-Thani) was the heir 
incumbent. However, he was only seven years old at 
the time. And so, Dayfah Khatun was appointed as 
the ruler on behalf of this child. 


679 


Dayfah Khatun was a pious, self-assured and 
prudent woman. She was remembered by the titles 
al-Malikah ar-Rahimah (the merciful queen) and 
Ismah ad-Din wa ad-Dunya (the defence of religion 
and this world). She administered the country 
beautifully and _ established many _ welfare 
institutions. A madrasah, masjid and khanqah exist 
to this day in Aleppo. From among her 
contributions, the historians make specific mention 
of Madrasah al-Firdaus and Khanqah Farafirah. 


Demise 


Dayfah Khattn passed away in 11 Jumada al-Ula 
640 A.H. She was buried in the Aleppo Fort next to 
her son, al-Malik al-‘Aziz Ghiyath ad-Din 
Muhammad. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 261. 
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Mukarramah Asiyah Maqdistyyah 


Asiyah Maqdisiyyah was the mother of Sayf ibn 
Majd rahimahullah, the sister of Imam Hafiz Diya’ 
ad-Din Maqdisi rahimahullah and the wife of 
Shaykh Majd ad-Din ‘sa rahimahullah. She was 
from among the well-known worshippers of her 
time. She was at the forefront in Din, religiosity, 
goodness and rectitude. The following is stated in 
Kitab al-Mushtabah with reference to her: 


alk Ges Gajall oa chee alg! os 
“ghee sles Bley coyy bye Meally pH; 


She was from among the ardent 
worshippers. She memorized the Qur’an. 
She was described as a person of Din, 
goodness and rectitude. She adhered 
strictly to her spiritual practices. She 
was a matchless person of her time. 


Hafiz Zakariyya rahimahullah said that there was 
none like her in that time. She could not bear to 
miss out spending the night in prayer. 


Note: It was by virtue of this practice that she 
reached such lofty heights of spirituality. Inspiration 
is from Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


These are the daughters of Islam whose august 
presence remained lofty in every field of Islamic 
science and action. No department of Islamic life is 
empty of them. Their presence in the field of 
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asceticism, Sufism and the khanqah system is also 
quite splendorous. In addition to rendering Dini 
services to women, they did the same to men. 


Demise 


She passed away in 640 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower her with His mercy.! 


Ted e idl. Khawatin Islam Ki Dini Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmat. 
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Bib? Shirin bint ‘Abdillah Hindtyyah 


She was the freedwoman of the distinguished 
Hadith expert, Imam Ibn Bandniji rahimahullah. 
She was from India. She enjoyed a distinguished 
rank among freedmen and freedwomen by virtue of 
her scholarliness and expertise in the field of 
Hadith. Since she was the freedwoman of such a 
great Hadith expert, she had a unique affinity with 
knowledge and virtue. She strove tirelessly in 
studying Hadith. She studied Hadith under ‘Abd al- 
Mun‘im ibn Kalib rahimahullah. She then began 
conducting Hadith lessons herself and countless 
people benefited from her. 


‘Alamah Abrqauhi rahimahullah and Abul Fath 
Murr ibn Hajib rahimahullah were from among her 
noteworthy students. ‘Allamah Abrqauhi 
rahimahullah was her most special student. This is 
why she was given the title Shaykhah al-Abrqauhi. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a great merit enjoyed by 
a woman. This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He 
confers on whomever He wills. (compiler) 


Demise 


Bibi Shirin rahimahallah passed away in 640 A.H. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 284 as 
quoted from Khildfat-e-‘Abbdsiyyah Aur Hindustan of 
Qadi At-har Mubarakpun. 
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Mukarramah Amatul Hakam ‘A’ishah 


Amatul Hakam ‘A’ishah bint Muhammad ibn ‘Ali 
Baghdadi rahimahallah is well-known by the title of 
al-Wa‘izah (the lecturer, the admonisher). She used 
to deliver lectures to women. She also had 
considerable affinity with the Sufi path. She 
received authorization from Shaykh Abul Hasan ibn 
Ghabrah rahimahullah and Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
rahimahullah. 


Imam Dhahabi rahimahullah writes: 
Vela dead ie Gat, 


She was a righteous woman who used to 
deliver lectures to women. 


Note: When women couple their righteousness with 
having a concern for fellow women, and _ they 
continue advising and lecturing to them, then 
guidance and righteousness spread in society. May 
Allah ta‘ala cause such women to be born today as 
well so that they could render these services and 
improve rectitude in society. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 641 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower her with His mercy.? 


NVA (9 0 & tall? 


2 Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 8, p. 240; Khawatin Islam Ki Dini 
Wa ‘Ilmi Khidmdt, p. 131. 
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Bibi Qursum Khatin 


(the mother of Hadrat Baba Farid ad-Din Ganj 
Shakar)! 


She was the daughter of Maulana Wajih ad-Din 
Khajundi rahimahullah, the wife of Shaykh Jamal 
ad-Din Sulayman rahimahullah and the mother of 
Shaykh Hadrat Baba Farid ad-Din Mas‘tud Ganj 
Shakar rahimahullah. 


She was an ardent worshipper, ascetic and one 
whose prayers were readily accepted. Most 
biographers state that she had reached the level of 
wilayat by virtue of her abundant worship. 


Hadrat Khwajah Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah 
relates: Bibi Qursum Khatun was occupied in 
tahajjud salah when a thief got into her house. 
When her gaze fell on him, he lost his eyesight there 
and then. He began crying and beseeching, and 
said: “I promise the pious woman through whose 
curse I lost my eyesight that if my sight is restored, I 
will not steal for the rest of my life.” 


Bibi Qursum felt sorry for him after listening to his 
crying, beseeching and begging. She prayed to Allah 
ta‘ala to restore his eyesight. Allah ta‘ala accepted 
her prayer and the thief’s eyesight was restored. The 
man fell at her feet, sought her pardon, repented 
and left. 


The next morning he came to Bibi Qursum with his 
wife and children. They all embraced Islam at her 


1 Details about Hadrat Baba Farid ad-Din Mastd Ganj 
Shakar rahimahullah can be found in volume three of 
Aquwail-e-Salaf. 
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hands. She named him ‘Abdullah. Subsequently, he 
engaged in abundant worship and _= spiritual 
practices, and reached a high level of spirituality. 
Bibi Qursum’s family gave him the title of Chaule 
Masha’ikh. The town of Kauthwal (the residence of 
Shaykh Jamal ad-Din Sulayman rahimahullah) 
became popularly known by the name of Chaule 
Masha ikh. 


Demise 


She passed away in 643 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 289. 
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Bibi Zulaykha 


(mother of Hadrat Nizam ad-Din Auliya’) 
Merits 


She was the mother of Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad 
Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah. She was most 
probably a resident of Budayun. Hadrat Khwajah 
rahimahullah was only five years old when his 
father Sayyid Ahmad rahimahullah passed away. 
Bibi Zulaykha bore this tragedy with patience and 
fortitude. She used to card cotton as a livelihood, 
and used the income for the education of her son. 
She was an eminent woman who was a “Rabi‘ah 
Basriyyah” of her time as regards her abstinence 
and piety. She suffered dire circumstances when 
her husband passed away but she never extended 
her hand to anyone. She used to earn a meagre 
livelihood from carding cotton. 


Words of consolation 


Mother and son used to be patient and thankful 
over whatever little they earned. Nonetheless, they 
would suffer hunger occasionally. On such 
occasions, Bibi Zulaykha would say to her son: 


Baba Muhammad! Today we are the 
guests of Allah. 


In the beginning, the young child did not 
understand what his mother meant. Once he began 
understanding her words, he experienced joy from 
them. He relates: “I used to wait several days to 
experience hunger so that my mother would say to 
me: 
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Baba Muhammad! Today we are the 
guests of Allah. 


Education and training 


Bibi Zulaykha paid particular attention to her son’s 
education and training. To this end, she sent him to 
Budayun’s distinguished scholar, Maulana Sayyid 
‘Ala’ ad-Din Ustlt rahimahullah. The latter educated 
and trained the youngster with much attention and 
focus. When he completed his studies after a few 
years, Bibi Zulaykha invited the saints and scholars 
of the city to a graduation ceremony. 


Whenever she saw her son immersed in his studies, 
she would express joy and pray for him. She was a 
woman of spiritual affiliation whose prayers used to 
be accepted. She used to cry constantly out of 
Allah’s fear. Khwajah Sahib hadn’t completed his 
studies fully when his mother fell ill. Her condition 
deteriorated to the extent that she gave up eating 
and drinking. She was convinced that the time had 
drawn for her to meet her Creator. After seeing the 
crescent, Khwajah Sahib went to offer salam to his 
mother. She unwittingly blurted out: 


Dear son! To whom will you come next 
month to offer salam? And whose du‘a 
will you seek? 


Khwajah Sahib became restless and said: “Dear 
mother! How will I live without you?” She pacified 
him and said: “Go to bed now. You must come to me 
tomorrow morning.” 


Khwajah Sahib was quite restive the entire night. He 
presented himself before his mother the next 
morning. She took her beloved son’s right hand in 
hers, turned towards the heavens and said: 
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O Allah! I now hand over this helpless 
orphan to You. 


She said these words and passed away. To Allah we 
belong and to Him is our return. 


Demise 


This incident occurred in Jumada al-Ukhra 648 
A.H. Her grave is situated near that of Shaykh Najib 
ad-Din Mutawakkil rahimahullah in Delhi. May 
Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting place. 


Hadrat Khwajah Sahib rahimahullah describes his 
mother’s grand status as follows: “Whenever she 
faced an issue in her life, its outcome would be 
opened to her in a dream.”! 


Note: Look at the bounties and supernatural feats 
with which Allah ta‘ala blessed women. 
Consequently, they became worthy of envy by men. 
Allah ta‘ala alone knows what rewards and honour 
each person will receive in the Hereafter. (compiler) 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 299. 
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Bibi ‘A’ishah al-Manndbtyyah 


‘A’ishah al-Manntbiyyah rahimahallah was a pure 
and righteous woman of Tunis. Her full name is 
‘A’iishah bint ‘Imran ibn al-Hajjaj Sulayman. She 
was a resident of Mannubah. 


She was popularly known in Tunis by the title of as- 
Sayyidah. It is said that she performed certain 
supernatural feats when she was a child, and this 
caused people to have faith in her. When she 
reached the age of puberty, her parents wanted to 
get her married to her first cousin, but she did not 
want to get involved in worldly occupations and 
therefore declined to get married. She went to Tunis 
and began living in a qaysariyyah (a large block of 
public buildings). This qaysariyyah was situated to 
the south-east outside Bab al-Falaq. Bab al-Falaq 
later came to be known as Bab al-Gurjani. 


According to one narration, Bibi ‘A’ishah studied 
Sufism under Shaykh Abul Hasan _ Shadhili 
rahimahullah. She used to spend most of her time 
in worship. She used to earn a living from sewing 
and tailoring. 


Demise 


She passed away on 16 Shawwal 653 A.H. or 21 
Rajab 655 A.H. and was buried in the graveyard of 
Bab al-Gurjani. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her 
resting place. At the time, the graveyard was called 
Bab ash-Sharaf.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 258. 
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Bibi Fatimah Sa’imah 


She was affiliated to Hadrat Khwajah Qutb ad-Din 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah and was the Dini 
sister of Shaykh Farid ad-Din Mas‘ud Ganj Shakar 
rahimahullah (a disciple and khalifah of Khwajah 
Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah). 


She was an ardent worshipper and ascetic woman. 
She used to keep fast profusely and this is why she 
was popularly referred to as Sa’imah (one who fasts 
a lot). Like his daughter, Baba Farid rahimahullah 
said that if women were eligible for khilafat, I would 
have conferred it to Fatimah Sa’imah. 


She used to earn a living from carding cotton. She 
prepared a cover for the grave of her mentor, 
Khwajah Bakhtiyar Kaki rahimahullah. It exists to 
this day, and is placed over his grave on the 
occasion ‘id al-ad-ha. 


Note: This shows that the Sufi elders had different 
opinions with regard to conferring khilafat to 
women. (compiler) 


Demise 
She passed away on 18 Sha‘ban 696 A.H. Her grave 


is situated in Old Delhi. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 285. 
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Bibi Khadijah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman 


She was the daughter of a famous jurist of the 
seventh century -— Shaykh Abul Qasim ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman ibn Hasan ibn (‘Abdillah an-Nuri 
rahimahullah. In addition to teaching and lecturing, 
Shaykh Abul Qasim had a keen interest in jihad. In 
648 A.H. he joined the Islamic army in the Battle of 
Dimyat where the Muslims fought against the 
Crusaders. He was martyred in this battle. 


Bibi Khadijah was trained and tutored by her 
mujahid father. She was proficient in all the Islamic 
sciences; especially Hadith, and she was 
acknowledge for her knowledge and virtue. People 
used to address her as Umm al-Fadl on account of 
her academic acumen. This became her agnomen. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Bibi Khadijah strove so hard 
and acquired such knowledge and virtue that people 
were compelled into referring to her as Umm al- 
Fadl. (compiler) 


Demise 


Bibi Khadyah spent her entire life in Egypt and 
passed away there in the seventh century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 268. 
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Bibr Salimah Sultan 


(the wife of Sultan Nasir ad-Din Mahmud) 


She was the wife of the eighth ruler of India, Sultan 
Nasir ad-Din Mahmud (643-664 A.H./1246-1265). 
The Sultan was a pious and dervish-type king. He 
used to earn a living by writing copies of the Qur’an 
in his spare time. He did not take anything from the 
state treasury for his personal use. He did not earn 
too much from writing the Qur’an and so, his 
domestic life was one of poverty. He did not have 
any ma 


id nor cook in his house. All the work was 
personally done by his queen. 


Salimah Sultan was the daughter of a senior chief, 
Ghiyath ad-Din Balban, who himself became a king 
of India later on (664-688 A.H./1265-1289). Even 
before sitting on the throne, he was a man who 
enjoyed immense awe and power. And so, Salimah 
Sultan was brought up in the laps of luxury. 
However, no sooner she observed the piety, 
contentment and dervish-lifestyle of her husband; 
she moulded herself in his mould. She would think 
of her past occasionally. She said to her husband on 
one occasion: “I never prepared bread in my father’s 
house, but here I have to do it myself. I have burnt 
my hands on several occasions and they have 
developed blisters. I ask you to organize an 
attendant for me.” 


The king cried when he heard the queen’s words. He 
then said: 


Dear wife! This world will pass by. 
Bear this difficulty with patience. 
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Allah ta‘ala will reward you with 
something better in the Hereafter. My 
income is little and I am a poor man. 
It is not possible for me to arrange for 
a servant for you. As for the state 
treasury, the citizens have a right over 
it. I do not own it. 


Salimah Sultan fell silent and she happily carried 
out all domestic chores for the rest of her life. She 
never uttered a word of complaint. 


Note: Wives certainly have to be obedient to their 
husbands in the light of the Qur’anic instruction: 


Te {2 co8he Weary 
sls)! de 5035 Sle 
Men are overseers of women.! 


Men too have to treat women in a kind and 
affectionate manner, bearing in mind the following 
instruction of the Qur’an: 


so se Ht Gos wlo- 
B¥ ak Sayles 
Live with women in a good manner.” 


This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on 
whomever He wills.3 


1 Strah an-Nisa 

”, 4: 34. 

2 Surah an-Nisa’, 4: 19. 

3 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 273. 
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Bibi Hafizah Jamal 


(daughter of Khnwajah Mu‘in ad-Din Chishti Ajmer)! 


She was the pious daughter of Hadrat Khwajah 
Mu‘in ad-Din Hasan Sanjari Chishti Ajmeri 
rahimahullah (d. 633 A.H.). She was born from Bibi 
Amatullah rahimahallah. Bibi Hafizah Jamal was a 
righteous woman who observed fast by the day and 
spent her nights in worship. She was a disciple of 
her father. Hadrat Khwajah had conferred the 
mantle of khilafat to her and advised her to 
concentrate on the rectification of women. And so, 
she spent most of her time in the education of 
women. In this way, not only were thousands of 
women blessed with guidance; rather, many of them 
submitted completely before Allah ta‘ala and were 
honoured by being included among His righteous 
servants. 


Demise 


Bibi Hafizah rahimahallah was married to Shaykh 
Radiyy ad-Din rahimahullah. She lived in Ajmer all 
her life and passed away there in the seventh 
century of the Hijrah. Her grave is in Ajmer.? 


Note: Just think! Khwajah Sahib rahimahullah 
conferred the mantle of khilafat to his daughter and 
advised her to guide and educate women. This 


1 Details about the life of Khwajah Mu‘in ad-Din Chishti 
Ajmeri rahimahullah can be found in volume three of 
Aquwal-e-Salaf. (compiler) 


2 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 282. 
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practice has ceased today. May Allah ta‘ala enable it 
to continue. Amin. (compiler) 
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Bibi Khadijah bint Qayyim 


A great woman was born in Baghdad in the seventh 
century of the Hijrah. She was born in 608 A.H. She 
had a keen interest in knowledge from a young age. 
When her father observed her academic acumen 
and interest, he encouraged her. Bibi Khadijah very 
soon became an expert in calligraphy and recitation 
of the Qur’an. In Baghdad, she used to attend the 
classes of Karimah Muhaddithah rahimahallah and 
Ibn Shirazi rahimahullah. She then went to Egypt 
where she studied the other sciences under Ibn al- 
Khamizi rahimahullah and ‘Ali ibn al-Mukhtar Amiri 
rahimahullah. 


She then began conducting lessons herself and 
occupied herself in teaching, lecturing and guiding 
for many years. It is said that countless women 
used to attend her classes and she used to address 
them in an eloquent manner. She also lived in 
Tabuk and Damascus for many years and 
conducted Hadith lessons there. She was an 
eminent scholar of literature as well. She used to 
explain the Maqamat Hariri so beautifully that many 
senior ‘ulama’ used to benefit from her and they 
used to come specifically to study this book under 
her. 


Demise 
After spending a long life of ninety-one years, Bibi 


Khadijah rahimahallah passed away in 699 A.H. 
May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 266. 
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Bibi Zaynab bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman 


She was a resident of Bayt al-Maqdis. Her lineage is 
as follows: 


Zaynab bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd 
al-Malik ibn ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Said ibn 
Muflih ibn Haybatullah ibn Numayr rahimahallah. 


She was an eminent Hadith expert of her time. She 
received authorization for Hadith from ‘Allamah 
Ibrahim ibn Khalil rahimahullah and other Hadith 
experts. She then spent a long period of time in 
conducting Hadith lessons. ‘Allamah Salah ad-Din 
as-Safdi rahimahullah. 


Note: Glory to Allah! She became an expert in the 
science of Hadith through her own efforts and hard 
work. She was then given authorization to teach 
Hadith and was listed among the Hadith experts of 
her time. May Allah ta‘ala give us the inspiration so 
that women of our time also become Hadith experts 
and be listed among them. Inspiration is from Allah 
ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


Demise 


Bibi Zaynab passed away in 710 A.H. May Allah 
ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 710. 


698 


Bibi Fatimah bint ‘Abbas 


Her name was Fatimah and her agnomen was Umm 
Zaynab. Her father’s name was ‘Abbas Baghdadi. 
She was born in Baghdad and reached an age of 
understanding there. 


Her father was particular about her education and 
training. She became an expert in several sciences. 
She made a name for herself in jurisprudence. She 
then went to Egypt. Tidhkar Khatun was the 
daughter of the governor of Egypt. They became 
close and Tidhkar Khatun constructed a khanqah 
for her. She named it Ribat al-Baghdadiyyah. 


Umm Zaynab made this khanqah into her residence 
and centre of teaching. She was content with little 
sustenance. She used to spend her time in teaching 
and delivering lectures. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Umm Zaynab rahimahallah 
achieved what every man and woman ought to do. 
This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on 
whomever He wills. (compiler) 


Large numbers of women of Egypt and Syria used to 
present themselves before her and drink from her 
fountain of knowledge. Even if a woman spent just a 
few days with Umm Zaynab, she considered it to be 
the proudest days of her life. 


Demise 


Umm Zaynab Fatimah rahimahallah passed away in 
714 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 26. 
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Bibi Habibah 


Habibah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 
Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Isma‘l 
ibn Mansur Maqdisi was an eminent Hadith expert 
of the eighth century of the Hijrah. 


In addition to studying under great scholars like 
Shaykh Taqiyy ad-Din ibn Abil Fahm al-Buldani 
rahimahullah and Khatib Marwan rahimahullah, 
she studied under Sabt Hafiz Salafi rahimahullah of 
Alexandria, Ibn Abi Bakr az-Zaghbi rahimahullah 
and Fadlullah ibn ‘Abd ar-Razzaq rahimahullah of 
Baghdad. She received authorization for Hadith 
from them. 


When she completed her studies, she began 
conducting Hadith lessons and dedicated a major 
portion of her life to this blessed work. She had a 
remarkable memory and had memorized thousands 
of Ahadith. Many senior scholars studied Hadith 
under her. A famous scholar like ‘Allamah Salah ad- 
Din as-Safdi rahimahullah is included among her 
students. He received authorization for Hadith from 
Bibi Habibah rahimahallah in 728 A.H. He makes 
mention of this in his book A‘yan al-‘Asr wa A'wan 
an-Nasr. 


Demise 


Bibi Habibah rahimahallah passed away in 733 A.H. 
May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting place. ! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 304. 
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Bibr ‘A’ishah bint Muslim Harrani 


Bibi ‘A’ishah rahimahallah was a resident of Harran. 
She was born in 647 A.H. 


She had a deep interest in acquiring knowledge 
from a young age. Allah ta‘ala had blessed her with 
a sharp intellect. Her father encouraged her and got 
her to study under senior scholars of the time. She 
acquired proficiency in the fields of jurisprudence 
and Hadith, and then spent many years in teaching 
and lecturing. A large number of students benefited 
from her. Her own brother, Mahasin ibn Muslim, 
studied under her and then himself became a 
distinguished scholar. Allah ta‘ala had blessed her 
with good health. 


Note: This shows that the women of that time strove 
hard in studying Hadith, became experts and then 
made teaching and lecturing their occupation. In 
this way, they quenched the thirst of genuine 
seekers and students. This is the grace of Allah 
ta‘ala which He confers on whomever He wills. 


Demise 


She lived to the age of ninety and passed away in 
737 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 259. 
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Mukarramah Timan Agha Begum 


She was the wife of Amir Taymur Gaurgan. She was 
a pious and confident woman. At the time when her 
husband was occupied in destroying Muslim cities 
and murdering Muslims, this pious woman was 
residing in Samarqand. She had devoted herself to 
serving Allah’s creation and other social welfare 
works. She was extremely generous. Countless poor 
and needy were fed at her place. She constructed a 
magnificent hospital in Samarqand were all types of 
patients were treated. The medicines and foods were 
supplied by the Begum herself. She also constructed 
a large building to shelter the poor and needy. 


Note: She was inspired to do works which would 
earn her continuous reward (sadaqah jariyah) which 
will be conveyed to her until eternity. (compiler) 


When Amir Taymur returned on 19 Sha‘ban 801 
A.H. he saw these two buildings in Samargqand. 


Demise 


We could not establish the year of her demise. She 
most probably passed away in the ninth century of 
the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her. 1! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 307. 
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Bibi Bilqis bint Muhammad 


She was the daughter of Muhammad ibn Badr ad- 
Din Balqini ibn Siraj ad-Din rahimahullah. She was 
probably born in 780 A.H. Her great grandfather 
‘Allamah Siraj ad-Din rahimahullah was a teacher 
of Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani rahimahullah. 


Although all her family members were people of 
knowledge and excellence, none of them enjoyed the 
popularity which Bibi Bilqis enjoyed. She was 
matchless as regards her knowledge, intelligence, 
abstinence and piety. Hafiz Ibn Hajar rahimahullah 
said with reference to her: 


This saintly women is listed among the 
Sufi shaykhs. 


She devoted the last few years of her life solely to 
the worship of Allah ta‘ala. She spent a long period 
in abstinence and spiritual practices to traverse the 
stations of the Sufi path. 


Note: May Allah ta‘ala inspire the women of this era 
to also traverse the stations of Sufism. Amin. 
(compiler) 


Demise 


She lived in this fleeting world for about sixty years 
and passed away in Dhu al-Qa‘dah 841 A.H. May 
Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 362. 
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Bibi Khadijah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman 


She was the pious daughter of ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn 
Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Qasim ibn Shahid an- 
Natiq rahimahullah. She was born in 797 A.H. 


She studied Hadith under senior ‘ulama’ of her 
time. After completing her studies, she began 
conducting her own lessons. Countless people 
quenched their thirst from her spring of knowledge. 
Some of them became eminent scholars of Hadith. 


Note: She was indeed a fortunate woman who, after 
completing her domestic chores, fulfilled the 
important responsibility of teaching and lecturing. 
These qualities are virtually non-existent today. 
There are some ‘ulama’ who have turned their focus 
in this direction and have started to establish 
centres of learning for young girls and women. May 
Allah ta‘ala accept them. May He inspire them to 
carry out the work in line with the objectives. May 
Allah ta‘ala enable the results of educating our 
women bear fruit. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 
Bibi Khadijah rahimahallah departed from this 


world in 870 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 357. 
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Bibi Maryam bint ‘Ali 


Her agnomen was Umm Hani. She was the daughter 
of Nur ad-Din Abul Hasan ‘Ali ibn Qadi al-Qudat 
Taqiyy ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Abd al-Mu’min 
Haurini Shafit. She was the mother of ‘Allamah Sayf 
ad-Din Hanafi rahimahullah. 


She was born in 770 or 778 A.H. 


The traces of knowledge and excellence were visible 
on her face from a young age. She was still a young 
girl when she memorized the Qur’an, a famous book 
of Arabic grammar — Malhah — and a well-known 
book of Shafil jurisprudence - Mukhtasar Abi 
Shuja’. 

After becoming an expert in jurisprudence and 
Hadith, she became occupied in propagating Din. 


A distinguished scholar like ‘Allamah Jalal ad-Din 
Suyuti rahimahullah is listed among her students. 


She was also an expert in poetry. Observe one of her 
couplets: 


rN AS tad fe fed Se NB - Gye Dabs Ga VY eS 18) 


Since you do not know and the other 
(Allah ta‘ala) knows that when the 
darkness of the night pervades, will you 
live until the break of dawn? 


She composed an addendum to the above couplets: 


etls poll BALAN Sle de — slab LSU dd luk yeas 
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Praise Allah ta‘ala and be thankful to 
Him under all conditions, in privacy and 
in public. 


uly BLL Joss HU) — 1olb cao lk a Us OS; 


Be obedient to Allah as much as you can. 
Perhaps you will be conferred with 
greatness and reverence. 


pall GAS gp al ob plely— dole Wb VoL al bs 


O man! Give up your ignorance. Know 
well that Allah is the One who removes 
calamities. 


we Ys Je nt oF abil — ee SAI DE aS ple 


He is forbearing and generous. He 
created the entire creation, and He 
provides for them without difficulty and 
constriction. 


orlly dd Galt DL ale — aals bps] lead be roy 


Send salutations to the chosen one, the 
noblest of His creations - Muhammad 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. May Allah’s 
mercy shower on him by day and night. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a beautiful addendum. 
May Allah ta‘ala reward her with the best of 
rewards. (compiler) 
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Demise 


Bibi Umm Hani Maryam rahimahallah passed away 
in 891 A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her. 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 360. 
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Queen ‘A’ishah Umm Abii ‘Abdillah 
Muhammad 


Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad XI was the last king of 
Granada, Spain. Queen ‘A’ishah was his mother. 
She was a pious, bashful and brave woman. Abu 
‘Abdillah handed over the rule of Granada to the 
Christians and left the city crying. Bibi ‘A’ishah had 
always been prompting her son to wage jihad 
against the Christians. On this day [of his 
departure], she castigated him in the following 
words: 


O you of weak spirit! You were not 
worthy of attaching yourself to your 
noble Arab lineage. How sad _ that 
through me you had the honour of 
being a member of this great nation. I 
am ashamed to call a heartless and 
spineless person like you my son. It 
would have been better had I given 
birth to a rock instead of you. 


O you shameless one! Cry over this 
beloved land of yours which - like the 
dead -— you could not save from the 
enemies. 


O you shameless and cowardly one! 
Cry and weep like women. 


The fall of Muslim Spain 
The king of Spain, Abu ‘Abdillah made peace with 
the Christians on 12 Rabi‘ al-Awwal 897 A.H./1492, 


handed over the keys to them and left his palace. 
When his eyes fell on the cross on the Red Fort, he 
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began crying spontaneously. His mother said to 
him: 

Although you are a soldier, you could 

not save your country. What, now, is 

the benefit of crying like a woman who 

has lost her belonging? 


She added: 


This misery has befallen you because 
you troubled your father by refusing 
him access to the government. And 
you killed the dervish. You will 
therefore have to suffer the 
consequences. 


From this we learn that Allah ta‘ala disgraces some 
sinners in this very world. One should therefore 
protect one’s self against causing pain to the friends 
of Allah ta‘ala. Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone. 
(compiler) 


The fall of the Mogul sultanate 


A similar tragedy befell India with the fall of the 
Mogul sultanate. A distinguished Hadith expert like 
Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Dehlawi rahimahullah was made 
to suffer various torments at the hands of his 
contemporaries and seniors in the government. 


His house was confiscated, and he and his family 
were expelled from it. He was poisoned and various 
other torments were imposed on him. 


As for the latter Mogul sultans, they were 
intoxicated in pleasures and luxuries. Aurangzeb 
‘Alamgir was a pious king. His grandson, Jahandar 
Shah, gave over the reins of the sultanate to a 
dancing woman, La‘l Kanur. People’s destinies were 
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either made or destroyed by a mere movement of 
her eyebrows. She said to Jahandar Shah: “I have 
never witnessed the condition of people in a sinking 
ship.” A royal edict was passed that her wish must 
be fulfilled. Subsequently, when they were made to 
see people in a sinking ship, these two hard-hearted 
souls mocked and jeered at them. We seek refuge in 
Allah ta‘ala. 

I believe that through this callous act, this 
worthless fellow caused the “ship” of the Mogul 
Sultanate to sink. To Allah we belong and to Him is 
our return. May Allah ta‘ala protect us from such 
unworthy heirs. The following verse of the Qur’an 
applies to contemptible heirs of this type: 


acy SLAM NSLS! AIS cea he GES 


There came in their place successors 
who abandoned salah and went after 
their lusts. They will, later on, see the 
deviation.! 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the ninth 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her. May He illuminate her resting place.? 


May Allah ta‘ala create such brave, courageous and 
high-minded women who could be sources of 


1 Strah Maryam, 19: 59. 
2 Tarikh Islam ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 363. 
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blessings for the Muslim community. Amin. 
(Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman) 
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Bibi Khadijah bint Ahmad 


She was an eminent Hadith expert of the ninth 
century of the Hijrah. She was the daughter of 
Shaykh Shihab ad-Din Ahmad ibn Khalaf ibn ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz Badran al-Hasani rahimahullah. She was 
born in 798 A.H. 


She was only two years old when her parents took 
her to the classes of ‘Allamah Jauhari rahimahullah 
and ‘Allamah Munsifi rahimahullah. These two were 
illustrious Hadith experts of their time. People in 
those days considered it to be a source of pride to 
send their children to serve scholars of this nature. 
The two scholars passed their hands of affection 
over the girl’s head and prayed for her. 


Once Bibi Khadijah reached an age _. of 
understanding, she devoted herself to acquiring 
knowledge. She reached a level of deep knowledge in 
all the sciences, especially the science of Hadith. 
She then began conducting her own lessons and 
quenched the thirst of those who were thirsty for 
knowledge. She did this for many years. Her 
greatness can be gauged from the fact that an 
eminent scholar like Imam Jalal ad-Din Suyuti 
rahimahullah studied Hadith under her. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the ninth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 364. 
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Bibrt Salma bint Shams ad-Din 


(daughter of ‘Allamah Shams ad-Din Jazari 
rahimahullah) 


She is listed among the famous scholars of the 
ninth century of the Hijrah. She was the daughter of 
the Imam of the qurra’ (plural of qari), ‘Allamah 
Shams ad-Din Jazari rahimahullah who was 
considered to be the greatest expert in the field of 
qira’ah and tajwid at the time. He taught all the 
sciences to his beloved daughter, and paid special 
attention to teaching her qira’ah and tajwid. She 
eventually became an expert as well. She was an 
expert not only in the seven recitations of the 
Qur’an, but in the ten recitations as well. She had 
memorized the Qur’an and could recite it in all the 
different recitations. It is said that after her father, 
none could make claims to equality with her in the 
science of qira’ah and tajwid. 


Note: Glory to Allah! She was a true deputy of her 
father. This is the grace of Allah which He confers 
on whomever He wills. (compiler) 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the ninth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 368. 
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Bibi ‘A’ishah bint Ydsuf al-Ba‘dni 
Introduction 


Bibi ‘A’ishah al-Ba‘tni rahimahallah is listed among 
the leading female scholars of the tenth century of 
the Hijrah. Her father Yusuf ibn Ahmad al-Ba‘uni 
rahimahullah (805-880 A.H./1403-1475) was a 
judge in Damascus. He was a senior and pious 
scholar, and an expert in administrative affairs. He 
made useful and beneficial arrangements for the 
Nur ad-Din Medical Centre in Damascus. He added 
new wings to the original structure and increased 
its endowments. 


Qadi Yusuf was adept in prose and poetry. He wrote 
several books which includes one which conveyed 
the Minhdj of Imam Nawawi rahimahullah in poetic 
verses. 


Education and training 


Bibi ‘A’tishah rahimahall4h was born in _ this 
scholarly home of her father in Damascus. She was 
intelligent and sharp-witted from a young age. She 
memorized the Qur’an when she was eight years 
old. She received the highest form of education and 
training under the supervision of her father. She 
spent a considerable amount of time in Cairo where 
she studied Hadith, jurisprudence and _ other 
religious sciences. She then received a formal 
certificate for teaching and issuing fatawa. 


On the academic field 


After completing her studies, she became occupied 
in academic and literary activities. Within a short 
period, her knowledge, cognition, and mastery in 
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poetry and _ literature became well-known 
throughout the Islamic world. She was a high-level 
scholar and powerful poetess. The greatest of 
scholars could not intimidate her on the field of 
poetry or any other department of knowledge. She 
had so much of confidence in her self that whenever 
she corresponded with Shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahim al- 
‘Abbasi rahimahullah — an eminent scholar of Egypt 
— she used to write in poetic verses. 


She had deep love for Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam. She composed a magnificent poem in 
praise of him. She named it al-Fath al-Mubin fit Mad- 
h al-Amin (The Clear Victory in Praise of the 
Trustworthy One). She herself wrote a commentary 
to this composition. 


Written works 


The following are some of her written works: 
Aagshl UV 5 hay pil alg OLS.) 

oh qeull A 

splay aghe al bo gl lye 

Ags JjLU Gaal obey + 

eel atl Je Bball S adi Ul ded 0 
Ap sbre) dazed gatlad ly olyrall 4 


The first two books are on the topic of Sufism. A 


portion of the third book is in poetic form, while the 
remainder is in prose. The fourth is a condensed 
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verse of Manazil as-Sdairin of al-Harawi, a 
monograph on Sufism. The sixth is actually written 
by Imam Suyutti rahimahullah, but she recomposed 
it in poetry. 


Demise 


Bibi ‘A’ishah rahimahallah did marry and had 
children. She passed away in 922 A.H./1516 in 
Damascus. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 371. 
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Mukarramah Badfr‘ah al-Habibah 


She was a resident of Makkah and was a woman of 
the tenth century of the Hijrah. She was matchless 
as regards her abstinence, piety, worship and 
Spiritual practices. If she had a doubt about 
something being haram or makruh, she would not 
even touch it. She came to know that meat and fruit 
were imported from a place called Bajilah in Africa, 
but the people of that area deprive their daughters 
of inheritance. In this way, they were clearly 
breaking the law of Allah ta‘ala. When Bibi Badrt‘ah 
heard of this, she completely stopped consuming 
the meat and fruit which came from Bajilah. She 
lived for thirty years after this information but never 
touched these foods. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the level of her piety. 
We ought to emulate her. This is the grace of Allah 
ta‘ala which He confers on whomever He wills. 
Unfortunately, there is general disregard towards 
the rules of inheritance. Consequently, there is 
absence of blessing and absence of peace and 
tranquillity everywhere. We seek refuge in Allah 
ta‘ala. (compiler) 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in the tenth 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 372. 
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Bibi Fatimah bint ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Name and birth 


She was the wife of Hadrat Miran Muhammad Shah 
Mauj-e-Darya Bukhari rahimahullah. She was well- 
known by the title of Hadrat Bibi Kalan. Her 
grandfather was Hadrat Sayyid Muhammad Ghauth 
Gilani rahimahullah. Her father was Sayyid ‘Abd al- 
Qadir Gilani rahimahullah who was known as 
Sayyid Jiyun. 


Merits 


Bibi Fatimah was an ardent worshipper and a pious 
woman. She is listed among the women of 
spirituality of her time. The famous author, Pir 
Ghulam Dastagir writes in his book Buzrugdan-e- 
Lahore that Bibi Fatimah washed her sheet one day 
and was going to hang it in the sunlight, but it was 
the time of ‘asr and the sun was shining only on the 
top of the jujube tree. She addressed the tree: “O 
tree! Lower your branches so that I could place my 
sheet on them and let it dry.” The branches lowered 
themselves immediately. She placed her sheet over 
them and the branches straightened up once again. 


Hadrat Mauj-e-Darya rahimahullah came home 
after some time and saw the sheet on the tree. He 
concluded that his wife must have climbed the tree 
and placed the sheet there. He came into the house 
angrily and questioned her about it. She took an 
oath and said that she did not climb the tree. 
Rather, the branches lowered themselves before her. 
Hadrat Mauj-e-Darya rahimahullah said: “Very well, 
remove the sheet from the tree in the same way.” 
She went and addressed the tree: “O tree! Lower 
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yourself so that I can remove my sheet.” The 
branches lowered themselves immediately and she 
removed the sheet. 


She performed many other supernatural feats. 


Note: Many supernatural acts are attributed to men. 
It is not surprising if women can do the same. After 
all, karamat are true and there is no distinction 
between males and females. Allah ta‘ala confers His 
bounties and karamat on whomever He wills. This is 
the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on 
whomever He wills. (compiler) 


Demise 


Bibi Fatimah passed away in 1016 A.H./1307 and 
was buried not far from her husband. Her grave is 
present to this day on Lake Road, Lahore. Bibi 
Fatimah rahimahallah gave birth to two sons, 
Sayyid Saftyy ad-Din and Sayyid Baha’ ad-Din. Both 
had reached lofty levels of knowledge, excellence 
and piety.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 373. 
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Mukarramah Jahan Ara Begum 


(daughter of King Shah Jahan) 
Name, lineage and birth 


Jahan Ara was the eldest daughter of Shihab ad- 
Din Muhammad Shah Jahan (1037-1068 A.H.). Her 
mother was Arjumand Banu (Mumtaz Mahal). She 
was born on 21 Safar 1023/2 April 1614. She had 
the titles: Begum Sahib, Badshah Begum and 
Fatimatuz Zaman. 


Merits 


She received a high standard of education and 
training. In addition to distinguishing herself in the 
Islamic sciences, she enjoyed a lofty position in the 
field of poetry and literature. She was extremely 
generous, had concern for the poor, and was 
appreciative of ‘ulama’ and poets. Although she 
remained a spinster throughout her life, she 
adhered strictly to the injunctions of the Shariah. 
She had a keen interest in general welfare works, 
and countless poor and needy people used to receive 
stipends from her. She had no interest in anything 
apart from worshipping Allah ta‘ala and serving His 
creation. 


Shah Jahan loved her deeply on account of her 
many capabilities. Four years hadn’t passed from 
the time he ascended the throne when his wife, 
Mumtaz Mahal, passed away in 1040 A.H./1631. 
The king therefore handed over the _ entire 
administration of the palace to his daughter, Jahan 
Ara. She too loved her father dearly. She used to 
have all the meals prepared under her supervision. 
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The meals would not be placed on the king’s table- 
cloth unless she personally tasted them. 


Modesty and bashfulness 


Jahan Ara was a bashful woman who adhered 
strictly to hijab. One night, she left her father’s 
room and was proceeding to her bedroom when the 
edge of her garment touched a lamp and started to 
burn. She did not utter a word nor shouted for help 
out of fear that others in the palace may come and 
see her uncovered. Incidentally, four of her slave 
girls who were at a distance saw her wrapped in 
flames. They rushed forward and tried to put out 
the fire. In the process, Jahan Ara’s hand and side 
got burnt, and two of the slave girls also suffered 
some burns. Jahan Ara lost consciousness. When 
the king learnt of this, he was grief-stricken. He 
then obtained the services of expert physicians and 
surgeons from far and wide to treat his daughter. 
He did not carry out his royal duties for four 
months. He sat continually on his prayer mat and 
prayed for his daughter’s recovery. During this 
period, the princes - Jahan Ara’s brothers -— left no 
stone unturned in seeing to her. She was eventually 
cured through the treatment of a surgeon by the 
name of ‘Arif. 


In 1053 A.H./1643, Jahan Ara Begum had a 
magnificent Jami‘ Masjid constructed next to the 
main entrance of the Agrah Fort. Five hundred 
thousand rupees were spent in its construction and 
it was completed in 1058 A.H./1648. Subsequently, 
she also founded a madrasah which operated 
successfully for many years. It exists in some form 
or another to this day. The income which is 
obtained from the shops which are around the 
masjid is endowed to the masjid and the madrasah. 
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Sufism 


There are many well-known incidents related to 
Jahan Ara’s attachment to knowledge, deep 
understanding, and affiliation with ‘ulama’ and 
poets. She had deep confidence is Sufis. Initially, 
she was a disciple of Hadrat Mulla Shah Qadri 
rahimahullah. Thereafter, she pledged bay‘at in the 
Chishtiyyah order. She would regularly visit various 
saints to obtain their prayers. She also wrote two 
books. The first one — Munis al-Arwah — contains the 
biographies of Hadrat Khwajah Mu‘in ad-Din 
Chishti rahimahullah and his senior deputies. The 
second book is an incomplete biography of Hadrat 
Mulla Shah Qadri rahimahullah. 


She writes about her personal efforts at the end of 
this book: 


I did not miss an obligatory salah ever 
since I reached an age of 
understanding. I always observed 
optional fasts so that the fervour of 
youth and carnal desires may be 
subdued. 


Jahan Ara remained obedient to her father 
throughout her life. She was also an eloquent 
poetess. 


Demise 


Jahan Ara Begum passed away in 1092/1681. 
During her lifetime she had a simple grave built for 
herself near the classroom of Hadrat Khwajah 
Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah. And so, she 
was buried there. The following couplet is inscribed 
on her tombstone. It is said that it was composed by 
her. 
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No person should cover my grave with 
anything other than green grass 
because this grass is sufficient to 
cover the graves of the poor. 


Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir was in Dakkan at the time of 
her demise. When he heard of his sister’s demise, he 
cried profusely. It is said that Ara Begum left behind 
an estate valued at thirty million rupees. As per her 
bequest, this amount was distributed among the 
attendants at the classrooms of Hadrat Khwajah 
Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah. May Allah 
ta‘ala illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 442. 
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Mukarramah Raushan Ara Begum 


(daughter of King Shah Jahan) 
Lineage and birth 


She was the daughter of Shihab ad-Din Muhammad 
Shah Jahan. She was born to Queen Arjumand 
Banu (Mumtaz Mahal) on 2 Ramadan 1026 A.H. 
Jahan Ara Begum was her elder blood sister. 


Merits 


Like Jahan Ara, she was given the highest level of 
education and training. And so, she distinguished 
herself in various sciences including government 
and administration. Her writing was so pure that it 
used to illuminate the eyes which beheld it. Like her 
elder sister, she remained a spinster. She had 
received a large tract of land from her father, and 
she used to receive a sizeable income. She used to 
spend most of her wealth on the poor and needy. 


‘Alamgir 


Raushan Ara was a religious woman who held 
correct beliefs. This is why she loved Aurangzeb 
(Alamgir) the most from all her brothers. She willed 
the best for him. When a dispute arose among her 
brothers (Dara Shikwah, Murad, Shuja’ and 
Aurangzeb) with regard to ascending the throne, she 
supported Aurangzeb on every occasion. She used 
to inform him of the conspiracies which used to be 
plotted against him in the court of Shah Jahan. 
After the Battle of Samu Garh, Aurangzeb removed 
Shah Jahan and had him confined to the Agrah 
Fort. The father wanted to meet his son. Dara 
Shikwah and his supporters contrived a plot that 
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when Aurangzeb enters the fort, some armed 
women would attack and apprehend him, or kill 
him. 


Raushan Ara informed Aurangzeb of this plot and 
so, he was saved from this trap. Most historians 
note that Raushan Ara’s sincere support and 
vigilant mind benefited Aurangzeb tremendously. He 
succeeded in defeating the plots of his enemies and 
ascended the throne. His success was undoubtedly 
due to his sister’s planning, determination and 
courage. This is why he loved her dearly. 


Raushan Ara Begum made major contributions for 
public welfare works but none of them exist today. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the eleventh 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 450. 
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Mukarramah Hafizah Maryam 


She was the mother of ‘Inayatullah Khan (the 
confidant of Aurangzeb) and the wife of Mirza 
Shukrullah Khan Kashmiri. Her family had 
emigrated from Nishapur and settled down in India. 
This family enjoyed a distinguished position in 
knowledge and excellence. In addition to having 
memorized the Qur’an, Bibi Maryam was adept in 
several sciences. 


Aurangzeb appointed Hafizah Maryam as a private 
tutor for his daughter, Zayb an-Nisa’. The princess 
was four years, four months and four days old at 
the time. Hafizah Maryam tutored the princess with 
full dedication and enabled her to memorize the 
entire Qur’an in under four years. She also taught 
some of the primary Dini texts to Zayb an-Nisa’. 
Aurangzeb was overjoyed when he heard that his 
daughter had memorized the Qur’an. He gave her 
thirty thousand gold coins and also gave a large 
amount to Hafizah Maryam. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the twelfth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Kt Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawéatin, p. 471. 
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Hafizah Zayb an-Nisa’ 


(daughter of Aurangzeb) 
Name, lineage and birth 


She was the eldest child of Muhtyy ad-Din 
Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir rahimahullah (1069-1118 
A.H./1659-1707). According to differing narrations, 
she was born on 10 or 20 Shawwal 1047 A.H./25 
February or 7 March 1638 in Daulatabad (Dakkan) 
when ‘Alamgir was still a prince. She was named 
Zayb an-Nisa’ by her grandfather, Shah Jahan. 


Education and training 


She received a high level of education. When she 
was four years, four months and four days old, then 
her religious father initiated her education and 
appointed Hafizah Maryam as her private tutor. The 
latter (who was the wife of Mirza Shukrullah 
Kashmiri) was a distinguished woman who was 
quite knowledgeable in the religious sciences. She 
taught Zayb an-Nisa’ with focus and hard work. The 
princess herself was intelligent and sharp. She 
memorized the Qur’an when she turned eight and 
studied some of the primary religious texts. 
Aurangzeb was overjoyed when he heard this. He 
gave her thirty thousand gold coins and also gave a 
large amount to Hafizah Maryam. 


Note: Glory to Allah! This is certainly a great fortune 
to have completed memorizing the Qur’an at the age 
of eight. Allah ta‘ala conferred her with many other 
excellent qualities. This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala 
which He confers on whomever He wills. (compiler) 
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The princess then studied grammar and etymology 
under Mulla Ahmad Jiyun Amethwi rahimahullah 
(the teacher of Aurangzeb) and some other religious 
texts. She was then made to study under Mulla 
Said Ashraf Mazindani rahimahullah. The Mulla 
was a distinguished scholar of the time. He was a 
scholar, litterateur, poet and a_ celebrated 
calligrapher. He taught her for fourteen years. 
During this period, he taught her Hadith, 
jurisprudence, other subjects and calligraphy. He 
also developed in her a taste for poetry and 
literature. 


Merits 


All historians and biographers concur that Zayb an- 
Nisa’ possessed mastery over Arabic and Persian. 
She had a natural affinity with literature. It had 
become her nature. She understood poetry very 
well, and would sometimes practise it herself. She 
appreciated the ‘ulama’ and poets, and would often 
shower them with gifts and reverence. 


Note: Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to quote an 
incident which displays her eloquence. I take the 
opportunity of quoting it here. 


Her eloquence 
One half of a couplet suddenly came to the mind of 
the king of Iran: 


Rarely would a person have seen a 
speckled pearl. 


He then tried to complete it with a second half but 
could not. He asked various poets to complete it. 
They were all baffled. If a composition has some 
meaning, it can be completed. Here it made no 
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sense to them. And so, the poets of Iran said that it 
is meaningless. There can be no second half for it. 
The king felt offended and thought to himself: These 
people have not appreciated my composition. He 
therefore wrote a letter to the king of India, 
Aurangzeb, requesting him to consult the poets of 
India to complete his composition for him. He added 
that the poets of Iran have failed. 


Aurangzeb showed it to the poets, and they too were 
left baffled. They said: “Who can complete such a 
meaningless line?” Aurangzeb’s daughter, Zayb an- 
Nisa’, was also a poet. When she heard about it, she 
thought about how it could be completed. 
Incidentally, she was applying antimony (surmah) to 
her eyes. The antimony was a bit pungent, and a 
tear-drop fell from her eye. Some of the blackness of 
the antimony was on the tear, and some whiteness. 
Tears are generally compared to pearls. Her mind 
immediately went to the composition of the king of 
Iran, and she was now able to complete the couplet. 
This is how she coupled it: 


Rarely would a person have seen a 
speckled pearl, except for the teardrop 
of the beloved which is mixed with 
antimony. 


The princess immediately informed Aurangzeb. He 
was overjoyed because a line which the poets of Iran 
failed to complete was done by his daughter. Not 
only that, she completed in such a manner that the 
first part which had been meaningless became 
meaningful. Aurangzeb wrote to the king of Iran and 
informed him of it. He jumped out of joy because he 
had been aggrieved at his line being left incomplete, 
more so when the poets had cast it aside by saying 
that it was meaningless. He assembled all the poets 
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and said: “You had rejected my line after claiming 
that it was meaningless. A poet in India completed it 
for me.” He then recited the full couplet to them. 


Rarely would a person have seen a 
speckled pearl, except for the teardrop 
of the beloved which is mixed with 
antimony. 


The poets were astounded and said that the poet 
has indeed excelled. Now they all wanted to meet 
the poet. The king of Iran wrote a letter of gratitude 
to Aurangzeb and requested that the poet be sent to 
Iran because everyone wants to meet him. 
Aurangzeb took the letter to Zayb an-Nisa and said 
to her in a disapproving tone: “Here, this is the 
letter from the king. He is calling for you. What reply 
should I give to the king?” The princess replied: 
“There is no need for you to stress. Write a reply to 
him on my behalf and include this couplet in it: 


I am concealed in my speech just as 
the fragrance of a flower is concealed 
in its petals. Anyone who wishes to see 
me can do so in my speech. 


Zayb an-Nisa’s pen-name was also makhfi 
(concealed). By mentioning it, she made reference to 
the fact that she was a female in hijab. 


Aurangzeb wrote this couplet and sent it. The king 
of Iran concluded that the poet is a woman in hijab 
and can therefore not come. (compiler)! 


‘Allamah Shibli Nu‘mani rahimahullah writes with 
reference to Zayb an-Nisa’ in one of his articles: 


1 Quoted from Talifat Muslihul Ummat, vol. 3, p. 324. 
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She was an expert in the Persian 
language. She wrote beautiful 
calligraphy in the nasta‘liq, nuskh and 
shikastah scripts. She herself was an 
author but none of her writings are 
present today. 


Aurangzeb ascended the throne in Ramadan 1069 
A.H./1659 after defeating the other claimants to it. 
On that occasion, Zayb an-Nisa’ presented an 
expensive gift as a sign of paying homage to him. 
The king accepted it and gave his daughter a gift of 
400 000 rupees. The following year, she presented 
him with another gift on the occasion of his 
coronation. The king accepted it as well, and gave 
her many items of jewellery. 


Zayb an-Nisa’ generally kept herself occupied in 
academic and literary pursuits. She remained aloof 
from politics. 


Practices 


Zayb an-Nisa’ was an extremely chaste and Allah- 
fearing woman. She adhered strictly to the 
injunctions of the Shari'ah. She occupied a lofty 
position as regards her ways and mannerisms. She 
always wore simple white clothes. She had no 
interest in adornment and beautification. The 
historians state that she never missed a salah from 
the time she reached an age of understanding. In 
fact, she used to perform optional salahs 
enthusiastically. There was no limit to her 
generosity. In addition to showing appreciation to 
scholars, she had laid down stipends for countless 
poor girls, widows, orphans and poor people. 
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Demise 


Princess Zayb an-Nisa’ passed away in Muharram 
1114 A.H./1702 in Delhi. She was sixty-seven years 
old at the time. Zayb an-Nisa’ was buried in the Si 
Hazari Garden, Delhi, which was the estate of 
Jahan Ara Begum. A grand grave was constructed 
over it. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 462. 
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The daughter of Shah Muhammad Is- 
haq Dehlawi 


She was a learned and virtuous woman. She learnt 
the various Islamic sciences under her father. She 
reached a level of proficiency in Qur’an, Hadith and 
jurisprudence. She was married to Maulana Mufti 
‘Abd al-Qayyum Budhanwi rahimahullah who was 
the first khalifah of Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
rahimahullah and the son of Maulana ‘Abd al-Hayy 
Budhanwi rahimahullah. Maulana ‘Abd al-Qayyum 
rahimahullah was an erudite scholar. He was 
looked up to with respect and reverence not only by 
the masses but by the scholars as well. 


Nawab Shah Jahan Begum, the governess of Bhopal 
was married to Nawab Baqi Muhammad Khan in 
1271 A.H. Maulana ‘Abd al-Qayyum rahimahullah 
was invited to perform the marriage. The moment 
the governess observed his knowledge and 
excellence, she appointed him as the chief mufti of 
her province. 


Merits 


Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi 
rahimahullah writes in his Khawatin Aur Din Ki 
Khidmat on the authority of his teacher, Maulana 
Haydar Husayn Khan Sahib rahimahullah: 


Whenever a case was presented to him 
(Maulana ‘Abd al-Qayyum Sahib 
rahimahullah) and he could not pass a 
decision with certainty and was 
unsure of the ruling of the Shariah on 
that issue, he would say to person: 
“Wait a bit, I will return just now.” He 
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would go to his house and consult his 
wife who was the daughter of Hadrat 
Shah Is-haq Sahib rahimahullah. He 
would ask her: “Have you heard 
anything in this regard from your 
honourable father, or do you know 
anything about this issue?” After 
consulting with her, he would pass his 
verdict. Sometimes, he would say to 
the questioner: “Wait a bit, I will go 
and consult with my wife.” 


If the grand mufti of Bhopal consults a woman on 
complex issues and rulings, one can well imagine 
the extent of her knowledge and excellence. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the thirteenth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 532. 
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Mukarramah Gulbadan Baji 


She was the maid servant of Asiyah Khanum (d. 
1213 A.H./1798) and the latter was the mother of 
the Shah of Iran, Fatah ‘Ali Shah Qachar (1211- 
1250 A.H./1796-1834). She became a pious and 
religious woman by virtue of remaining in the 
company of Asiyah Khanum. When the latter passed 
away, the Shah addressed the attendants of the 
palace: “Appoint in place of my mother a woman 
who will distribute the stipulated cash and other 
types of wealth among the poor, the needy and the 
workers in the palace.” They selected Gulbadan Baji 
for this responsibility. She carried out her 
responsibilities with such justice, equity and 
integrity that the entire country spoke highly of her 
trustworthiness. 


Trustworthiness 


Let alone the workers and traders, everyone else 
was happy with her financial dealings. She used to 
deal in the millions, but not a single paisa would go 
unaccounted. The king was so pleased with her that 
he gave her the title of Khazin ad-Daulah (the 
treasurer of the state). He then married her and 
made her the Badshah Begum (queen). 


Note: Nowadays there is much treachery and 
injustice in the distribution of wealth. May Allah 
ta‘ala rectify the situation. Amin. (compiler) 
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Demise 


She most probably passed away in the thirteenth 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 540. 


736 


Mukarramah Badshah Begum 
Dehlawi 


She was a matchless calligrapher of the thirteenth 
century of the Hijrah. She studied calligraphy under 
the illustrious calligrapher, Muhammad Amir 
Panjakash Dehlawi rahimahullah. Eyes would glitter 
when her calligrapher was beheld. 


When the last king of the Mogul Sultanate, Bahadur 
Shah Zafar, observed her writing, he was left 
astounded and addressed her as Nadir Qalam (a 
rare pen). In addition to being a calligrapher, she 
was a distinguished scholar and poetess. She also 
had an affinity with medicine. 


Note: A person can reach lofty levels through 
striving and working hard. Here we see Badshah 
Begum Dehlawi receiving high titles. This is the 
grace of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on whomever 
He wills. 


Demise 
She most probably passed away in the thirteenth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 578. 
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Mukarramah Saulat an-Nisa’ Begum 


Maulana Rahmatullah Kiranwi rahimahullah was a 
great mujahid during the Indian war _ for 
independence (1273 A.H./1857). When the battle for 
freedom (which the British referred to as a mutiny) 
did not succeed, Maulana emigrated to the Hijaz. He 
decided to establish a madrasah there but did not 
have the resources. Around the same time, a 
distinguished woman from the family of Sultan 
Tippu Shahid rahimahullah by the name of Saulat 
an-Nisa’ Begum had left Calcutta and come to 
Makkah to perform hajj. When the idea of 
establishing a madrasah was presented to her, she 
supported it fully and gave thirty thousand rupees 
(which is equivalent to millions today) to Maulana 
Rahmatullah Kiranwi rahimahullah. 


Maulana rahimahullah established the madrasah 
and named it after this philanthropic woman: 
Madrasah Saulatiyah. 


This madrasah exists to the present day. Thousands 
of students have benefited from it. 


Note: I had the opportunity of visiting this madrasah 
on several occasions. However, because of the 
expansion of the Haram, it has been moved to the 
outskirts of Makkah. Its superintendent is Hadrat 
Maulana Hashim Sahib. May Allah ta‘ala perpetuate 
the blessings of this madrasah. Amin. (compiler) 
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Demise 


She most probably passed away in the thirteenth 
century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His 
mercy on her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 579. 
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Bibi Shams an-Nisa’ 


She was a resident of Hyderabad, Dakkan. She was 
proficient in all the Islamic sciences. She was 
equally competent in the Arabic and Persian 
languages. She was an expert in tafsir of the Qur’an 
and other sciences. She had a deep insight into the 
various Hadith collections. She used to deliver 
lectures in assemblies of women. She spent most of 
the last years of her life in delivering lectures. 


Note: Glory to Allah! After acquiring expertise in the 
various Islamic sciences, she dedicated most of her 
life to advising and delivering lectures. In this way, 
she left an example for latter day women. May Allah 
ta‘ala enable them to take a lesson from her. 
(compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 1308 A.H./1890.1 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 579. 


740 


Bibi Lihaz an-Nisa’ 


She is considered to be from among the 
distinguished female scholars of the thirteenth 
century of the Hijrah. She had a keen interest in the 
science of Hadith. She first studied Hadith under 
Maulana Muhammad Bashir Sahsawani 
rahimahullah in Bhopal. She then went to Delhi 
where she joined the classes of Miya Nadhir Husayn 
Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah. She received a 
certificate of transmission after completing her 
studies under him. She was only nineteen years old 
at the time. She then devoted her entire life to the 
proliferation of Hadith. 


Note: Glory to Allah! She was certainly a fortunate 
woman in that she began teaching and proliferating 
Hadith from a young age and continued until she 
departed from this world. May Allah ta‘ala make all 
her services a means of continuous charity in her 
favour. May Allah ta‘ala inspire our daughters to do 
the same so that this system continues until the 
day of Resurrection. Inspiration is solely from Allah 
ta‘ala. (compiler) 


Demise 


She passed away in 1309 A.H. To Allah we belong 
and to Him is our return.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 5706. 
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Mukarramah ‘A’ishah Taymiriyyah 


She was an illustrious poetess of Egypt. She was 
born in 1256 A.H./1840. After completing her 
studies, she reached a lofty level in the academic 
and literary world. She was fully conversant in the 
Arabic, Persian and Turkish languages. She used to 
practise writing in Arabic, and her writing used to 
be extremely eloquent and _ captivating. Her 
collection titled Hilyah at-Tardz has been published. 
One particular composition of hers enjoyed much 
popularity. Its opening line is: 


92 ,E ope lard! 0 


I preserve my honour through the hand 
of chastity. 


Note: Even today, young women who are studying 
worldly knowledge are achieving their goals and 
obtaining high positions and jobs. If these same 
women strive in Dini knowledge, they will certainly 
reach levels of excellence. Some will become experts 
in tafsir, others in Hadith, some in jurisprudence, 
and yet others in Sufism. May Allah ta‘ala give 
inspiration to everyone. Amin. (compiler) 


Demise 
‘A’ishah Taymtriyyah passed away in 1320 


A.H./1902. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her. May He illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 538. 
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Mukarramah Bibi Safiyyah 


(mother of Hadrat Maulana Ilyas Sahib, founder of 
the Tablighi Jama‘at) 


She was the mother of Hadrat Maulana Ilyas Sahib, 
founder of the Tablight Jama‘at, and MHadrat 
Maulana Yahya Sahib rahimahullah. She was an 
ardent worshipper, and a righteous and saintly 
woman. She memorized the Qur’an under Maulana 
Yahya Sahib after she got married. 


Birth 

She was born in Ramadan 1269 A.H. 

Practices 

She used to occupy herself in many spiritual 
practices. It was her practice to read one full Qur’an 
plus ten paras daily in the month of Ramadan. In 
this way, she used to complete the Qur’an forty 
times in the month of Ramadan. Apart from 
Ramadan, she used to complete the following 


practices daily together with whatever domestic 
chores she had: 


1. Durtd Sharif -— 5 000 times. 
2. Ism-e-Dhat - 5 000 times. 


3. Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim - 1 900 or 1 100 
times. 


La Naha Illallah — 1 200 times. 

Ya Hayyu Ya Qayyum — 200 times. 
Hasbiyallahu wa Ni‘mal Wakil — 500 times. 
Sub-hanallah — 200 times. 
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8. Al-hamdulillah — 200 times. 

9. Istighfar —- 500 times. 

10.Ufawwidu Amri Ilallah — 100 times. 
11.Hasbunallah — 200 times. 

12.Rabbi Anni Maghlubun Fantasir — 100 times. 
13.Rabbi Massaniyad Dur — 100 times. 


14.La Ilaha Illa Anta Sub-hanaka Inni Kuntu 
Minaz Zalimin — 100 times. 


In addition to this, she used to read one manzil of 
the Qur’an daily.! 


Note: Just think about it. Despite all domestic 
responsibilities, a woman could adhere so strictly to 
so many forms of dhikr. This is no ordinary 
achievement. Rather, it is a sign of saintliness. Is 
this not an admonishment for the women of today? 
It certainly is. Women ought to surpass men in this 
regard. It was through the blessed training of this 
woman that Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ilyas 
Sahib rahimahullah acquired such an eminent 
position. May Allah ta‘ala reward them with the best 
of rewards. (compiler) 


Demise 
She passed away in 1336 A.H. in Kandhlah and was 


buried there. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.? 


1 Afriqah Wa Khidmat Faqihul Ummat, p. 153. 
2 Strat Maulana Yahya, p. 64. 
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Mukarramah Bi Amma Abadi Begum 


(the mother of Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali and 
Maulana Shaukat ‘Ali — fighters for Indian freedom) 


Name and birth 


Muhtaramah Abadi Begum became well-known in 
history as Bi Amma. She was a genuine believer and 
a great woman. Her Islamic self-respect, loyalty to 
her country, bravery, fearlessness, giving preference 
over herself to others, sacrifices and desire for 
freedom which she left imprinted on the pages of 
history will keep her name immortalized. 


Bi Amma was born in 1852. Her father took full part 
in the war for freedom in 1857 for the sake of his 
Din and country, and passed away. (He was 
probably martyred in one of the battles.) 


Education and training 


Bi Amma was only five years old when her father 
passed away. And so, she could acquire only a basic 
education. Nonetheless, she inherited a deep love 
for Din and country. She got married to a 
respectable officer from Rampur whose name was 
‘Abd al-‘Ali Khan. She had seven children from him; 
six sons and one daughter. Her husband passed 
away from cholera in August 1880. And so, Bi 
Amma was widowed at the young age of twenty- 
eight. She bore this tragedy courageously and 
dedicated herself to the education and training of 
her children. From these, Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali 
rahimahullah and Maulana Shaukat ‘Ali 
rahimahullah reached the peak of popularity. They 
were listed among the great leaders who strove and 
fought for the supremacy of Islam and 
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independence of their country. They were popularly 
known as the “Ali Brothers”. Although Bi Amma 
herself was a woman of lofty character, she gained 
recognition by virtue of these two sons. 


Training her children 


Bi Amma was not a wealthy woman but she spent 
her limited resources to obtain the best education 
for her children. When Muhammad ‘Ali and Shaukat 
‘Ali completed their inter-studies, she sent them to 
‘Ali Garh. When the boys’ uncle objected to their 
western education, she secretly sold her jewellery 
and had them continue their studies. This does not 
mean she was unmindful of their Dini education. 
Not only did she have them study Din, she created a 
deep attachment to Din in their hearts. She was 
regular with her salah and fasting, and ensured her 
children did the same. She used to keep a vigilant 
watch on them. No child had the guts to defer any 
order of his mother. Even when they grew up, they 
remained obedient to her. 


In 1898, Bi Amma sent Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali to 
England to further his studies. On his return, he 
and his elder brother, Shaukat ‘Ali, worked in 
Baroda. When the two began taking an active part 
in politics, their mother supported and prayed for 
them. 


Maulana Muhammad ‘Alli is arrested 


The government arrested Maulana Muhammad ‘Alt, 
Maulana Shaukat ‘Ali and some other Muslim 
leaders. A case was opened against them. The case 
was heard in the Khaliq Dina Hall in Karachi. It 
started on 26 September 1921 and continued until 
1 October 1921. During this period, a_ saint 
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composed a poem titled Sadd-e-Khatun (the cry of a 
woman). Two lines are quoted below to serve as an 
example: 


The mother of Muhammad ‘Ali said: “O 
son! Give your life for the khilafat. 
Shaukat ‘Ali is with you. Give your life 
for the khilafat.” 


Patience and courage 


Bi Amma bore her sons’ imprisonment with patience 
and resoluteness. A rumour was_ spread _ that 
Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali (like a few others) will seek 
pardon and be released. When Bi Amma heard this, 
she went into a rage and said: 


Never! This will never happen. 
Muhammad ‘Ali is a support of Islam. 
He cannot even think of seeking 
pardon from the British. If he were to 
do this, then my old hands still have 
the strength to throttle him. A life 
which puts a taint on Islam is a curse. 


Bi Amma used to card cotton to sew her own 
clothes. They comprised of a long dress, a broad 
pants and a head covering. Although she was old 
and weak, she used to go from city to city and 
deliver lectures. The subject matter of which was 
only Islam and freedom. She would often say: 


All the Muslims of the world are just 
as beloved to me as Muhammad ‘Ali 
and Shaukat ‘Ali are to me. 


A rally was held in 1923 at Jami‘ah Milliyyah, Delhi 
under the chairmanship of Hakim Ajmal Khan. Bi 
Amma delivered a speech. In it she said: 
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Sons! I have removed my burqa‘ (head 
covering) because no person’s honour 
is respected in this country. I observed 
our flag being lowered from the Red 
Fort in 1857. It is now my wish to 
observe the foreign flag being removed 
from the Red Fort. 


Bi Amma was particular about salah and fasting. 
Whether at home or on a journey, she would 
perform her tahajjud salah punctually — together 
with the obligatory salahs. She used to ask others to 
read Islamic literature and newspapers to her. 


Demise 


Bi Amma had to hear about the tragic death of her 
granddaughter, Aminah bint Maulana Muhammad 
‘Ali on 11 March 1924/1343 A.H. A few months 
later, she herself departed from this world on 12/13 
November 1924. To Allah we belong and to Him is 
our return. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on 
her.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 598. 
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Sayyidah Amma Bi (‘Aziz an-Nisa’ 
Begum) 


Lineage and birth 


Sayyidah Amma Bi was the wife of an illustrious 
scholar and physician, Maulana Hakim Sayyid 
Barkat Ahmad Taunki rahimahullah. She herself 
was a scholarly and religious woman with a firm 
and pious heart. Her actual name was ‘Aziz an-Nisa’ 
Begum but she was well-known by the titles 
“Amma” and “Bi”. She was born in 1286 A.H./1869. 


Education and training 


She commenced her early education in Arabic and 
Persian under her grandfather Maulana Sayyid ‘Ali 
Ahmad Muhaddith rahimahullah (who was a 
student of Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Muhaddith Dehlawi 
rahimahullah). She furthered her studies at home, 
as was the practice in noble families of that time. 
She developed good capability in Arabic to the 
extent that she could translate verses of the Qur’an. 
She had a natural inclination to reading. Books on 
tafsir, Hadith and medicine were almost always on 
her reading list. The bridal gifts which she received 
at the time of her marriage comprised of many 
books on religion and morality. Some of those were: 

Tafsir ‘Azizi, Tafsir al-Hamd (Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
rahimahullah), Mashariq al-Anwar, Midih al-Qur’an, 
Nasithah  al-Muslimin, Rdah-e-Najat, Sirr ash- 
Shahadatayn, Gulzar-e-Jannat, Athar-e-Mahshar, 
Tibb-e-Nabauwi, ‘Ilaj al-Ghuraba’. 
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These books used to be stored in cloth bags. After 
reading the Qur’an daily, it was her practice to take 
out one or two books and study them. 


Note: Glory to Allah! These were excellent practices. 
May Allah ta‘ala inspire us - men and women - to 
practise as well. Amin. (compiler) 


Attachment to the Qur’an 


After the fajr salah, about two hours were reserved 
for reading the Qur’an and Dini books. Together 
with reading the Qur’an, she used to study the 
translation of Shah ‘Abd _ al-Qadir Dehlawi 
rahimahullah (Mudih al-Qur’an). Her grandson, 
Hakim Sayyid Mahmud Ahmad Barkati Sahib 
rahimahullah relates: 


Amma used to study several books of 
tafsir. From her treasure of books, she 
knew several of them by-heart because 
she used to read them so often. She 
knew the whole Nasihah al-Muslimin 
by-heart, and also Mathnawit 
Jihadiyyah. She used to make us 
memorize them as well. Sometimes, 
when she was in the mood, she used 
to recite couplets from Mathnawi 
Jihadiyyah in an audible voice. There 
were times when we used to request 
her to recite them to us, and she 
would comply happily. She would not 
read the Qur’an in a loud voice. If 
anyone else did so, she would stop 
them because others would become 
sinners. What this means is that when 
the Qur’an is recited, we are ordered 
to listen attentively. If people are busy 
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with other work or cannot listen 
attentively at that time, they will be 
sinning. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at her consideration for 
others. (compiler) 


Her assembly 


After the maghrib salah, many women from the 
neighbourhood and other parts of the city would 
come to Amma Bi rahimahallah. Some of them 
would ask her Dini questions, others would consult 
her on domestic issues, while others would come for 
medical treatment. Amma Bi would set the mind of 
each one at rest. She had medicines ready for most 
ailments of children. She would distribute them to 
the needy. 


Service to the creation 


Amma Bi had immense love for the people of the 
land of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 
Whenever Arabs came to Taunk, they would be 
hosted in a lodge called Ribat al-Hakim. It was built 
by Maulana Hakim Sayyid Barkat Ahmad 
rahimahullah for guests (especially Arabs). Amma Bi 
used to take responsibility of their comfort and 
meals, and would present gifts to them on their 
departure. 


Attachment to knowledge 


The most glittering chapter of Amma Bi’s life is her 
love for knowledge and seeing to the needs of 
students. For as long as her husband, Hakim 
Sayyid Barkat Ahmad rahimahullah, hadn’t built 
Madrasah Khaliliyyah, she had set aside a portion of 
her house for students, while she and her family 
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used to live in a small section of the house. 
Students used to come from far and wide to study 
under her husband. There were times when there 
were 60-70 students at once. They were given meals 
by Hakim Sahib, and these were prepared by Amma 
Bi. She used to treat them like her children and 
bear their complaints. Some of the students were so 
temperamental that if there was a slight delay in the 
arrival of the meal or there was extra salt in the 
food, they would throw it. When Amma Bi would be 
informed, then instead of getting angry at them, she 
would try to pacify them. If a worker complained 
about a student, she would say: “Don’t you know 
from how far these boys have come? They have 
come from foreign countries to study Din. Each one 
of them must be his parent’s special child. Today 
they are in a foreign place. They are here for a few 
days. When they go back, what will they think of 
you?” 


The great scholar and author, Maulana Manazir 
Ahsan Gilani rahimahullah describes his eight-year 
stay in Taunk, and makes reference to Amma Bi as 
follows: 


Hadrat’s (Maulana Sayyid Ahmad 
Barkat’s) wife is from those dedicated 
women who proved to be _ her 
husband’s right hand in serving Din. 
She used to see to all the needs of 
Hadrat’s academic guests. Not only 
did she see to their boarding and 
lodging for about thirty-five years, she 
brought them up like a _ merciful 
mother. I am not exaggerating when I 
say that she sometimes had to sell her 
jewellery secretly to cover the expenses 
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of those poor students. Had it not 
been for her, we would not see the 
Barkati lineage in the towns and 
cities. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Amma Bi’s love for the 
students and her tolerance ought to make us — men 
and women - envious. (compiler) 


Demise 
This great woman passed away in Ramadan 1326 


A.H./September 1943. To Allah we belong and to 
Him is our return.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 700. 
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The daughter of Ahmadi Begum 


(great granddaughter of Sultan Tippu) 


The governor of Mysore, Sultan Tippu was martyred 
in 1214 A.H./1799. The British then placed his 
family under house-arrest in Calcutta. Mirza Naqiyy 
‘Ali was Sultan Tippu’s grandson. He had a 
daughter by the name of Ahmadi Begum. She was 
brought up in the laps of luxury. At the same time, 
special attention was paid to her education so that 
she became a true Muslim who adhered to Eastern 
values. She was a woman of noble character and 
high morals. She was married into the famous 
Sahrawardi family of Bengal. Her husband’s name 
was ‘Abdullah al-Mamun Sahraward1. 


Ahmadi Begum was brought up in a home where 
workers and labourers did all the work. The house 
folk would not even break straw. However, when she 
went to her marital home, the situation was 
completely different. They also had attendants, but 
most of the domestic chores were done by the 
women. Ahmadi Begum happily moulded herself 
into the new environment and began doing the 
normal domestic chores. She was a pious and 
religious woman. Her husband took her to England. 
For as long as she was there, she did not allow any 
unlawful and doubtful food to come near her table. 
She sufficed with eggs and toast during the entire 
period. 


Patience, contentment, resilience and courage where 
illustrious chapters from her book of character. She 
first lost her husband and then her father passed 
away. She bore both losses with fortitude and 


754 


continued carrying out her spiritual practices as 
before. 


The country was partitioned and Pakistan came into 
existence. So she emigrated and went to Dhaka. In 
the past, she lived in palatial homes, but in Dhaka 
she had to suffice with two rooms. She lived the 
remainder of her life with patience and gratitude. 
She never uttered a word of complaint. She was 
always pleased with her lot. 


Demise 


She passed away in the fourteenth century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 615. 
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Bibi Maqbdl an-Nisa’ Begum 


She was the maternal grandmother of the great 
politician Janab Husayn Shahid Sahrawardi and 
the paternal grandmother of Dr. Sha’istah 
Ikramullah Sahrawardi. She was married to 
Maulana ‘Ubaydullah = al-‘Ubaydi Sahrawardi 
rahimahullah, superintendent of Madrasah ‘Aliyah, 
Dhaka. He was an eminent poet in the Urdu and 
Persian languages. 


Maulana ‘Ubaydullah Sahib passed away in 1885 at 
the age of fifty-one. He left behind several children. 
The responsibility of bringing them up fell on the 
shoulders of Bibi Maqbul an-Nisa’ Begum. Her 
brother-in-law wanted to take care of his deceased 
brother’s children but she declined. She was a 
learned, scholarly, confident and courageous 
woman. She sold her large house for a small 
cottage. How did she educate and train her 
children? This is described by her worthy 
granddaughter, Sha’istah Ikramullah. 


Amma was strict in her supervision of 
her children. She was never lenient. 
No child could ever dare to return 
home after sunset. She would gather 
the children in the evening and read 
Tadhkirah al-Ambiyad’ and_ other 
religious books to them. When they 
grew older, she taught them Persian. 
She used to teach them the Shah 
Namah of Firdausi to them, and relate 
stories from Islamic history. She was 
very particular about correct 
pronunciation. She would correct the 
children on pronunciation of letters. 
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This is why residents of Maydanipur, a 
village near Dhaka, used to speak 
eloquent Urdu which was not in any 
way inferior to the Urdu of Lucknow. 
She used to correct their habits and 
character as well. Consequently, when 
her children went to England for 
further education, they wouldn’t dare 
touch a cigarette. The effect of this 
training was that her’ children 
honoured and respected her as a 
murid does his shaykh. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the wonderful effects of 
a mother’s training. Nowadays, even a father does 
not bother to train his children in this way. And so, 
we can see the consequences of it everywhere. We 
seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala. (compiler) 


Demise 
She must have passed away in the fourteenth 


century of the Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Islam Ki Char Sau Ba Kamal Khawatin, p. 616. 
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Sayyidah Fatimah Bisbi 


Bibi Sahibah was the daughter of Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Zahir Sahib (who was a senior khalifah 
of Hadrat rahimahullah). She distinguished herself 
in the family as a woman of religiosity, piety and 
Allah-consciousness. In addition to this, she 
enjoyed a lofty position in Dini education, 
intelligence and perception. 


Her son was Maulana Hakim Sayyid Fakhr ad-Din 
Khiyali who was in turn the father of Maulana 
Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Hasani rahimahullah, ex- 
superintendent of Nadwatul ‘Ulama’. Maulana 
Hakim Sayyid Fakhr ad-Din Khiyali writes in 
Tadhkirah-e-Abrar with reference to his mother: 


My mother was trained and tutored by my father. 
From the time she reached an age of understanding 
until her death, she was particular about obligatory 
and optional acts of worship. Awwabin salah, 
chasht salah, ishraq salah, the six fasts of Shawwal, 
the fasts of ‘Ashura’, the fasts of Dht al-Hijjah and 
fasting on various other days were her regular 
spiritual practices. Furthermore, she was particular 
about reading the Qur’an, books of Hadith and 
jurisprudence, and du‘a books such as Dala’il al- 
Khayrat, Hizb al-A‘zam and Hizb al-Bahr. 


She was also proficient in domestic matters, sound 
organization of the house, cooking and preparing 
meals, and medical treatments for women and 
children. She was kind to relatives and saw to the 
needs of the poor. Allah ta‘ala blessed her with a 
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large share of correctness of opinions, awe, 
augustness and tranquillity of heart.! 


Demise 


She passed away in the fourteenth century of the 
Hijrah. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 


1 Compiled by Maulana Sayyid ‘Abdullah MHasani 
rahimahullah. 
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Sayyidah Khayr an-Nisa’ Behtar’ 


Name and lineage 


Sayyidah Khayr an-Nisa’ Behtar is the mother of 
Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi 
rahimahullah and the daughter of the great shaykh, 
Hadrat Shah Diya’ an-Nabi rahimahullah. 


Birth 


She was born in 1305 A.H./1878. Hadrat Shah 
Sahib rahimahullah loved her the most from his 
children. 


She related: Whenever my father received a good 
book, he would give it to me to take a look and then 
discuss it with me. This was the greatest sign of his 
love and consideration. 


Attachment to du‘a 


She had a special attachment to du‘a. Her entire life 
was generally spent in du‘a and private conversation 
with Allah ta‘ala. She would read narrated du‘as 
and poetic prayers while sitting, lying down, at the 
time of retiring to bed and on every occasion of 
worry and indecision. Her poetic compositions are 
true portrayals of her own spiritual condition and 
her fundamental temperament. 


1 Compiled by Maulana Sayyid ‘Abdullah Hasant Nadwi 
rahimahullah, lecturer at Dar al-‘Ulaum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, 
Lucknow. 
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Marriage 


She married Maulana ‘Abd _ al-Hayy Sahib 
rahimahullah, ex-superintendent of Dar al-‘Ulum 
Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, in 1904. She writes in this 
regard: 


This house was a paradise for me, and 
serving it was a source of mercy. It 
was as though I came into the shadow 
of mercy. I had nothing to worry about 
nor anything to grieve over. Every 
hour was spent in expressing 
gratitude. 


This period [of her marital life] was filled with joy, 
happiness, goodness and blessings when Maulana 
‘Abd al-Hayy Sahib rahimahullah suddenly passed 
away in 1923. She writes with reference to this time: 


I was pleased with the decree of my 
Master. However, the grief of 
separation was unbearable. This was 
also His mercy and wisdom that He 
kept me pleased with what pleases 
Him. No matter what the condition 
would have been, it was less. The 
departure of such a loving companion 
in the blink of an eye was no less than 
a Resurrection. But in reality, this 
incident was not a calamity and 
destruction for me. Rather, it was 
absolute mercy and a means of divine 
benefaction in the sense that, instead 
of destruction, He took me into His 
mercy and became my true 
companion, confidant and support. 
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Attachment to worship 


After the demise of her husband, she focussed 
herself totally on Allah ta‘ala. She would make it a 
point of performing tahajjud. 


After performing the fajr salah, she would start 
waking everyone up. She would express. her 
displeasure at those who were lazy in getting up, 
and get angry at those who went back to sleep after 
the salah. She used to say: 


Those who sleep in our house must 
certainly wake up for salah. If not, 
they must not sleep here. 


Dreams 


The Sayyidah had a special attachment to dreams. 
She used to see good and meaningful dreams. She 
was also adept at interpreting dreams. She had the 
honour of seeing Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam in a dream and pledging bay‘at at his blessed 
hand. 


She had seen many glad tidings and good dreams 
about her beloved son, Maulana ‘Ali Miya Sahib 
Nadwi rahimahullah. She had made a point of 
noting them. 


Pieces of advice 


She had developed a high levelled religious mind. 
The letters which she wrote periodically to her son 
were complete reflections of that mind. She writes in 
one letter: 


O ‘Ali! The condition of this world is 
extremely dangerous. Presently, the 
beliefs of those seeking Arabic 
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education are incorrect, what then can 
we expect from those _ studying 
Western education!? ‘Ali! Although 
people believe that those who are 
pursuing Western education and 
acquiring high positions — some are 
becoming deputy collectors and 
judges, if not, they are at least 
becoming barristers and lawyers - I 
am totally against it. I consider 
Western educated people to be 
ignorant, their knowledge to be 
pointless and useless. ‘Ali! If I had one 
hundred children, I would have made 
them pursue Dini knowledge. I have 
only you. May Allah ta‘ala show me 
the fruit of my good intention by 
enabling you to have the excellences of 
a hundred children so that I can have 
a good name in both worlds, and am 
referred to as a woman with many 
children. Amin thumma Amin. 


Note: Women need to pay particular attention to the 
above words of advice. The mother of Hadrat 
Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi 
rahimahullah was, after all, also a woman. She too 
loved her children. He was her only son. Yet see how 
she is encouraging him to pursue Dini knowledge. 
Look at the magnificent words with which she is 
describing its benefit. It certainly demonstrates the 
strength of her faith and her piety. (compiler) 


It was by virtue of this education and training that 
the entire world is benefiting from the knowledge 
and practice of Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali 
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Nadwi rahimahullah. May Allah ta‘ala produce 
many more scholars like him. Amin. 


Demise 


She passed away on 6 Jumada ath-Thaniyah 1388 
A.H. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 
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Sayyidah Amatullah Tasnim‘ 


Name, lineage and birth 


She is the daughter of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid ‘Abd 
al-Hayy Sahib rahimahullah and the honourable 
sister of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali 
Nadwi rahimahullah. She was born on a Thursday, 
18 June 1908/1326 A.H. 


Academic acumen 


She was born in an academic home which was filled 
with an academic environment. Her father was a 
great writer and author. And so, she herself was a 
voracious reader. No matter what printed matter 
she came across, she would not leave it until she 
read it. In this way, her passion for reading and 
writing increased by the day. Her love, sound taste, 
enthusiasm, an academic environment and the 
company of scholars enabled her to develop a 
flowing pen. During this period she wrote an article 
titled My Speechless Female Teacher which was then 
published in a venerable periodical, Khawadatin 
Muslimah. 


Translation of Riyad as-Salihin 


Her eldest brother, Dr. ‘Abd _ al-‘Ali Sahib 
rahimahullah, suggested to her that she should 
undertake an Urdu translation of Riyadd as-Sdalihin 
of Imam Nawawi rahimahullah. This book hadn’t 
been translated as yet. She translated it under the 


1 Compiled by Maulana Sayyid ‘Abdullah Hasant Nadwi 
rahimahullah, lecturer at Dar al-‘Ulaum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, 
Lucknow. 
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title Zad-e-Safar with sub-headings and 
annotations. Allah ta‘ala made this translation so 
popular that it has already gone through ten 
editions. 


Allah ta‘ala enabled her to perform hajj in 1947. 


In the words of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul 
Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi 


Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi 
rahimahullah writes: 


The most valuable lesson and most 
illustrious theme from the book of her 
life is her pining heart, commitment to 
du‘a, restlessness of her heart, flowing 
of tears from her eyes, and her 
beseeching and calling unto Allah 
ta‘ala by day and night. Outwardly 
these may seen to be the results of her 
unique spiritual conditions. In reality, 
they were unseen provisions for the 
expression of her servitude and an 
excuse for a progress and elevation in 
her ranks. 


Statements 


1. She used to emphasise on mothers: 


You must first teach your sons and daughters 
everything about Din. Even when you relate stories 
to them, ensure you do not say anything incorrect. 


2. Develop goodness within yourself first, and then 
you may advise others. 


3. She would first teach about Din and then test to 
see if they understood. She would then address the 
women: “These children did not learn these things 
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just like that. They learnt them after they were 
taught. Similarly, if you teach your children, they 
will certainly learn.” 


4. Never reject something which your Prophet 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam liked. 


5. Acquire knowledge. Look at how I studied Arabic. 
I studied through my eagerness. I studied from 
whomever I got the opportunity. I studied from Bhai 
Sahib (Maulana ‘Abd al-‘Ali Sahib) and from ‘Ali 
(Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Alt Nadwi 
rahimahullah). And I read whatever I could lay my 
hands on. 


Demise 


She passed away on 28 January 1976/1396 A.H. To 
Allah we belong and to Him is our return. May Allah 
ta‘ala shower His mercy on her. 
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Sayyidah Amatul ‘Aziz’ 


Name, birth and lineage 


She is the eldest daughter of Hadrat Maulana 
Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hayy Sahib rahimahullah (ex- 
superintendent of Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, Lucknow) and 
the elder sister of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul 
Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah. She was born 
in1323 A.H./1905 in Rai Bareilly in the spiritual 
environment of Takiyah Shah ‘Alamullah 
rahimahullah. Her maternal grandfather, Hadrat 
Sayyid Shah Diya’ an-Nabi Sahib rahimahullah was 
alive at the time, and his spiritual blessings were 
flowing. Her father himself and _ paternal 
grandfather, Maulana Hakim Sayyid Fakhr ad-Din 
Khiyalt rahimahullah combined knowledge with 
practice, and were experts in the field of Sufism. 
She was thus brought up in this spiritual and 
religious environment. As per family traditions, she 
traversed her educational stages within the home 
and was able to read and write within a short 
period. She wrote a few books but they were not 
published. Her articles were published in the 
monthly Ridwan. 


Unique qualities 


The best qualities which could be found in a family 
woman were combined in her. Hadrat Maulana 


1 Article written by Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Muhammad 
Wadih Sahib rahimahullah and Maulana Sayyid 
‘Abdullah Hasani Sahib rahimahullah - lecturers at Dar 
al-‘Ulaum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, Lucknow. 
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Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Sahib Nadwi rahimahullah 
writes in volume six of Karwan-e-Zindagi: 


My honourable and deceased sister 
possessed the qualities of her family 
pious predecessors, and was. their 
heir. Kindness to all, maintaining ties 
of kinship, sound mannerisms, Allah’s 
remembrance and worship were her 
unique qualities. 


Practices and statements 


Sayyidah Amatul ‘Aziz rahimahallah would 
constantly shower people with beneficial and useful 
words. Anyone who sat in her company would 
always leave with something with them. Her 
statements were sometimes published in Ridwan for 
the sake of benefiting the general public. Some of 
her statements are: 


1. Genuine tranquillity is neither in wealth, clothes, 
jewellery, beauty, adornment, luxuries nor a palatial 
home. Genuine peace and tranquillity can only be 
acquired through Allah’s remembrance. 


eli valiced uae emote 


Behold! It is only through the 
remembrance of Allah that the hearts 
find tranquillity.! 
2. That assembly which has everything except 
Allah’s remembrance is totally devoid of blessing. 


1 Surah ar-Ra‘d, 13: 28. 
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She believed contentment of the heart to be a great 
station from Allah ta‘ala, and an enormous fortune. 


3. Contentment of the heart is the greatest of 
fortunes. The person who has this treasure is 
worthy of being weighed with pearls. 


She considered greed, avarice and egotism to be the 
most destructive ailments. 


4. The most destructive ailment is greed, avarice 
and egotism. Anyone who suffers from it is not a 
human; he is worse than an animal. Such a person 
can never have peace nor will he allow others to live 
in peace. 


She used to make the following supplication with 
much emotion and feeling: 
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O our Sustainer, we have wronged 
ourselves. If You do not forgive us and 
have mercy on us, we shall certainly be 
destroyed.! 


She used to say: “Hadrat Adam and Hawwa 
‘alayhimas salam did us a great favour by making 
this supplication.” She was_ repeating this 
supplication some hours before she passed away 
and that too, with complete focus’ and 
concentration. Even during normal times, she used 
to repeat it constantly. 


Another du‘a which she made regularly was: 


1 Surah al-A‘raf, 7: 23. 
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O Allah, guide me among those whom 
You guided. Bless me with wellness 
among those whom You blessed with 
wellness... 


When she was asked why she was so particular 
about making this supplication, she would reply: 
“What can be said of the person who has received 
guidance and wellness. These two are the best 
bounties.” 


She used to make the following du‘a as well: 


When making these supplications, she would be 
overcome by submission and would be concerned 
about being pleased with whatever Allah ta‘ala has 
decreed. She had special regard for orphans and 
widows, and would treat them with utmost 
kindness. (Maulana ‘Abdullah Hasani) 


Demise 
She passed away on the 23" night of Ramadan 
1416 A.H. while she was repeating the kalimah in 


an audible tone. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy 
on her. 
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RIGHTEOUS BEGUMS OF BHOPAL 


I feel it would be appropriate to relate the life 
conditions of some of the Begums of Bhopal who 
were paragons of sound administration and 
character. Their life conditions serve as admonitions 
for Muslim rulers and are worthy of envy by 
everyone. 


History of Bhopal 


Hadrat ‘Allamah Sayyid ‘Abid ‘Ali Wajdi al-Husayni, 
a judge in Bhopal, wrote a scholarly and eloquent 
work titled Tarikh Riyadsat Bhopal. I will quote 
essential and enlightening extracts from it. May 
Allah ta‘ala make it easy and useful. Amin. 


From the 650 dominions of British India, Bhopal 
was the second after Hyderabad. It was ruled by 
Sardar Daust Muhammad Khan (1109-1153 A.H.). 
Sardar’s thirty-year rule placed Bhopal on firm 
foundations. His high-minded plans bore fruit in the 
form of this dominion. The time came for him to 
depart from this world. After living for about sixty- 
five years, he passed away in 1153 A.H./1740. He 
was buried in his unconquerable Fath Garh Fort. 
May Allah ta‘ala illuminate his resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 27. 
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Nawab Gauhar Qudsiyyah Begum 
Bhopal 


Name, lineage and birth 


Her name is Nawab Gauhar. Her father, Nawab 
Ghauth Muhammad Khan ibn Nawab Hayat 
Muhammad Khan, called her Qudsiyyah. She was 
born in 1216 A.H./1801. She was married to Nawab 
Nazir Muhammad Khan from whom she had just 
one daughter, Sikandar Jahan Begum, and was 
then widowed.! 


Noble life 


She was an Allah-fearing and justice-seeking 
woman. During her rule, she would personally listen 
to the call every person and personally see to their 
needs. Everyone had easy access to her. Orders 
were issued from the Daftar-e-Insha’ with her 
signature. All documents were issued from the same 
office. Court verdicts and appeals were done in the 
Mahkamah Kamdari. The collector was given limited 
official and military powers. Religious cases were 
heard in the Dar al-Qada’. She constantly trembled 
out of Allah’s fear. If a person took Allah’s name or 
asked in Allah’s name, she would tremble and 
shake. She would pardon most criminals. She 
would constantly enquire from the policemen if 
anyone was in difficulty in their jurisdictions. She 
treated her Muslim and Hindu subjects equally. At 
the same time, she was strict in enforcing religious 
restrictions on Muslims. She would not eat food 


1 Tarikh Riyadsat Bhopal, p. 59. 
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from a person who was not regular with salah. She 
herself was regular with ishraq, chasht, awwabin 
and tahajjud salahs; and the spiritual practices of 
the Sufis. 


Note: Glory to Allah! If a Nawab who had the 
administration of such a large dominion under her 
control was so attached to Allah’s worship, what 
should the condition be of ordinary people like us? 
May Allah ta‘ala inspire us. Amin. (compiler) 


Character and attention to consuming halal 


She was affiliated to the Qadriyyah order and so, 
she was always occupied in Allah’s remembrance. 
She would personally go to the villages and inquire 
about the conditions of the villagers. When there 
was a natural disaster, she would pardon farmers 
from paying rent for their land. Landowners and 
emigrants were given garments and other gifts on 
special occasions. Every nation benefited from her 
generosity. Travellers were provided with prepared 
meals in travel lodges. Hindus were given daily 
stipends. She herself would not eat until her guards 
informed her that there was no hungry person in 
the masajid and traveller’s lodges. 


In addition to honesty in speech, she was so 
fastidious about eating halal that she would card 
cotton with her own hands, sell it, and then have 
her meals prepared from what she earned from its 
sale. She normally ate barley bread and pulse. From 
her personal properties, she bequeathed (made 
wadqf) fifty-two villages for public use. Thirty eight 
thousand was spent for Muslims and_ thirty 
thousand for Hindus. The income from this huge 
bequest was spent on religious education and 
propagation, organizing of lecturers, expenses for 
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those going on hajj, and support for the poor and 
needy. For the sake of the comfort of her subjects, 
she paid 1.5 million rupees for a railway system. 


She bequeathed 500 O00 rupees to the Department 
of Water and wrote an edict that the dominion 
should never collect water tax. She appointed an 
Englishman for this purpose. 


As per her religious inclination, a magnificent Jami‘ 
Masjid was constructed in Bhopal. It took twenty 
five years to construct -— 1822-1847. She paid 
560 501 rupees from her own pocket. The traveller’s 
lodges in Makkah and Madinah which’ she 
constructed are sources of continuous charity for 
her. 


Qudsiyyah Begum performed hajj in 1302 
A.H./1820. Her generosity, big-heartedness and 
kindness were so obvious that it became the main 
topic of conversation among the Arabs. 


Since she inherited administrational acumen from 
her forefathers, continuous internal battles did not 
have any major effect on the running of her 
dominion. This is proof of her courage and political 
ability. 

Her appointment and subsequent removal exposed 
the imperialist policy of the [British East India] 
Company. The Company first installed her under 
the assumption that because she was a woman, 
they could manipulate her. But when her political 
acumen and sound administration came to the fore, 
the Company conspired to replace her with a young 
inexperienced Jahangir Muhammad Khan. However, 
she broke those despicable conspiracies, the British 
brazenly removed her and imposed a life of solitude 
on her. Whereas her administrative skills were 
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acknowledged not only by friends but by foes as 
well. Major Hogue writes: 


Begum Qudsiyyah was only about 
eighteen or nineteen years old when 
she was widowed. Nonetheless, she 
went through a formal education. She 
had a sharp mind and was able to 
handle all the affairs of the dominion 
within a short time. 


The Qudsi era was one of love and affinity between 
the ruler and the ruled. The masses’ were 
prosperous and the dominion was lush and verdant. 
The hereditary judicial system continued. After Qadi 
Ya‘qub, Qadi Ahmad ‘Ali became the judge, and 
Mufti ‘Abd al-Quddts was the mufti. 


When the Begum evacuated her position, she began 
living in Islam Nagar. She took the Qadi and Mufti 
with her. In this way, the hereditary judicial system 
came to an end. 


Bay‘at 


She was a genuine disciple of Shah Farid ad-Din 
rahimahullah who belonged to the family of Hadrat 
Ghauth Gwalyari rahimahullah. The rays of Allah- 
recognition and spirituality spread throughout her 
dominion. After Pir Sayyid Sultan Qadri 
rahimahullah, the spiritual blessings of Pir Sayyid 
Ma‘sum Qadri rahimahullah and Pir ‘Uthman Qadri 
rahimahullah spread far and wide. Pir Sayyid 
‘Abdullah ibn Sayyid Sulayman  Baghdadi 
rahimahullah came to Bhopal and settled down 
permanently. His khanqah was constructed in front 
of the Jami‘ Masjid. 
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It was to the good fortune of Bhopal that Shah 
Ghulam ‘Ali Naqshbandi rahimahullah - a khalifah 
of Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-Jana - appointed his 
khalifah, Shah Rauf Ahmad Mujaddidi 
rahimahullah to go to Bhopal. His arrival caused a 
new wave of spirituality to spread in the region. 
When Nawab Mu‘izz Muhammad Khan 
rahimahullah became his disciple, the Khanqah 
Mujaddidiyyah was constructed. Its _ spiritual 
blessings spread through India, Sindh and up to 
Balkh and Bukhara. 


Note: In fact, the spiritual lineage of Shah Ghulam 
‘Ali Naqshbandi rahimahullah spread to Turkey 
through Hadrat Shaykh Mahmid  Afendi 
Naqshbandi Mujaddidi rahimahullah and continues 
to this day. May Allah ta‘ala enable it to continue, 
and may He inspire us to derive the benefits and 
blessings of all the spiritual lineages. Amin. 
(compiler) 


A famous scholar and saint of Bhopal was Maulana 
Shah Diya’ ad-Din rahimahullah who was a direct 
student of Shah Wali Allah Muhaddith Dehlawi 
rahimahullah and a khalifah of Shah Abul Layth 
Naqshbandi rahimahullah. He proliferated his 
knowledge and spirituality throughout the region 
and passed away in 1250 A.H. after living a life of 
120 years. 


Poetry and literature sprouted during the Qudsi era 
and the foundations for academic and religious 
literature were laid. 


The golden era of the history of Bhopal opened with 
the Qudsi era. Allah ta‘ala blessed her in her life by 
virtue of her worship and her kind heartedness to 
Allah’s creation. And so, Nawab Qudsiyyah Begum 
had the honour of witnessing the happy occasions 
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of her granddaughter - Nawab Shah Jahan Begum, 
the founder of the Taj al-Masajid — and the latter’s 
grandchildren, Nawab Nasrullah Khan and General 
‘Ubaydullah Khan. 


Demise 


This affectionate mother of Bhopal finally bid 
farewell to this world on 24 Muharram 1299 A.H. To 
Allah we belong and to Him is our return. She is 
buried within the confines of Barhe Bagh. May Allah 
ta‘ala illuminate her resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 69. 
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Nawab Sikandar Jahan Begum 
Bhopal 


Name, lineage and birth 


Nawab Nazir Muhammad _  Khan’s_ daughter, 
Sikandar Jahan Begum, was born in 1233 
A.H./1818. She was fifteen months old when she 
was orphaned. She was known as Mauti Bibi and 
so, Mauti Masjid, Mauti Mahal and Mauti Banglah 
were constructed in her name. 


Education and training 


She started her early education under Riyad ad-Din 
Ansari. Highly qualified teachers taught her Persian. 
Sarkar Qudsiyyah personally taught her the 
translation of the Qur’an. She studied tafsir, ethics 
and other sciences through her own interest. She 
learnt military tactics from Mir Hatim ‘Ali and 
Khadim ‘Ali Sarangpuri. She was trained in the art 
of administration by Hakim Shahzad Masih Miya 
Karam Muhammad Khan and Rajah Khushwaqt 
Rai. She was married to Nawab Jahangir 
Muhammad Khan in the tumultuous year of 1825. 
Like her mother, Qudsiyyah Begum, she too had to 
experience difficult and challenging phases to reach 
the throne of the dominion. She had to suffer severe 
tribulations to this end. Nonetheless, she emerged 
as fine gold after going through the brazier of those 
tribulations. Allah’s divine system is that when He 
wills someone to reach great heights, he or she has 
to pass through severe tests and tribulations.! 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 63. 
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If the reader wants to know about conditions which 
followed, he may refer to the original book. They are 
quite enlightening and admonitory. 


Hajj journey 


Sikandar Begum had the opportunity of performing 
hajj in 1280 A.H./1863. She was the first ruler of 
Bhopal who embarked on this blessed journey with 
about one thousand people. They included her 
mother Qudsiyyah Begum, uncle —- Commander 
Muhammad Khan, prime minister Maulwi Jamil ad- 
Din, and paymaster Muhammad Hasan. 


Affinity with scholars 


She was the first ruler to invite scholars from Yemen 
— Qadi Zayn al-‘Abidin Ans@ri and then his brother, 
Shaykh Husayn ‘Arab Muhaddith — to Bhopal. 


It was to her good fortune that she had a religious 
thinker and political consultant whose 36-year 
service enabled a small dominion like Bhopal to be 
included among other major dominions. His 
appreciation of knowledge and sciences, and tribute 
to foreign scholars enabled the good name of Bhopal 
to spread throughout the Islamic world. His name 
was Maulwi Jamal ad-Din (her prime minister). The 
Hadith expert of Yemen and a member of the Wali 
Allah family, Mufti Shah ‘Abd al-Qayyum (son-in- 
law of Hadrat Shah Is-haq Dehlawi rahimahullah 
and grandson of Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Muhaddith 
Dehlawi rahimahullah), and Maulana Haydar ‘Ali 
Sahib (who was a student from the last period of 
Shah Sahib’s life and an expert is theology) came to 
Bhopal. 


Also during her era, a khalifah of Shah Ghulam ‘Ali 
Naqshbandi rahimahullah (a khalifah of Mirza 


780 


Mazhar Jan-e-Jana rahimahullah) whose name was 
Shah Ra’uf Ahmad Mujaddidi rahimahullah came to 
Bhopal and made it a centre of spirituality through 
the Khanqah Mujaddidiyyah. 


Maulwi Jamal ad-Din’s attachment to knowledge 
and _ religiosity prompted him to _ construct 
magnificent masajid and madaris in Bhopal. The 
dominion became well known for publishing and 
printing rare books of past ‘ulama’. Some of the 
eminent scholars of the Sikandari era were Qadi 
‘Abd al-Haqq Sahib, Mufti Muhammad Ayyub Phalti 
and Mufti Ghulam Rasul Nagpuri. 


Her rule in Bhopal enjoys the same position in 
history as enjoyed by Akbar during the Moghul rule, 
and Sulayman the Great during the Turkish 
caliphate. To the dominion of Bhopal, Maulwi Jamal 
ad-Din proved to be like Yahya Barmaki to the 
‘Abbasi caliphate and Nizam al-Mulk Tusi to the 
Khwarizm Shahi government. 


Improvements during the Sikandari rule 


Sikandar Begum was the first ruler who - in a 
period of three years — undertook a systematic tour 
of the entire dominion, where she directly heard the 
cry and complaint of every person, and took 
measures to rectify them. Subsequently, a complete 
programme was initiated to set right all 
shortcomings. Details can be found in the original 
book.2 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 74. 
2 Thid. 
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Character 


Sikandar Jahan Begum was trained on _ the 
principles of governance since childhood. This made 
her a powerful ruler. Her expertise in military tactics 
gave her a manly temperament. She had a powerful 
appearance which exuded awe and power. If she 
were to merely frown in her royal court, pens would 
slip from the hands of the clerks and office workers. 


She generally lived a simple life and remained aloof 
from formalities and appearances. She appreciated 
frankness. She was energetic by nature and would 
be armed most of the time. 


She adhered strictly to salah, and would perform 
the jumu‘ah and ‘id salahs in congregation. She had 
immense confidence in scholars and saints, and 
valued them. She would address each one with as- 
salamu ‘alaykum. 


She was the first to establish a Department of 
History and ordered the writing of Taj al-Iqbal - a 
history of Bhopal. Through the encouragement of 
Maulwi Jamal ad-Din, she had translations of the 
Qur’an done into the Urdu, Persian, Turkish and 
Pashto languages. These were then printed and 
distributed free of charge. Although she was on the 
true Din, she was not extremist in her views. She 
looked at Muslims and Hindus equally and treated 
each one with love and affection. 


The Sikandari Constitution 
I now quote two clauses from A’in Sikandari (The 
Sikandari Constitution) to serve as examples. 


1. It is essential for a ruler not to be ignorant of 
conditions both near and far. He must employ a 
reliable person for the sake of making inquiries and 
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obtaining information. The entire administration of 
a government is dependent on information. 


2. The ruler must not suffice with the spoken and 
written words of the members of government 
because their words are not divine revelations. 
Instead, he must make personal investigations on 
all tasks — big or small. 


Note: Glory to Allah! These are excellent clauses 
which an administrator ought to act on, irrespective 
of whether it is a Dini or worldly institution. 
(compiler) 


Demise 


Sikandar Begum continued serving her people with 
kindness and affection. She passed away in 1285 
A.H./1868. She was buried in her garden, Bagh 
Farhat Afza. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate her resting 
place.! 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 78. 
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Nawab Shah Jahan Begum Bhopal 


Name, lineage and birth 


The daughter of Nawab Jahangir Muhammad Khan, 
Shah Jahan Begum was born in 1254 A.H./1838 in 
Islam Nagar when her mother, Sikandar Jahan was 
residing there. 


Education and training 


Her mother made special arrangements for her 
education and training. For her religious education, 
her mother appointed Maulana Haydar ‘Ali Sahib 
rahimahullah, Shah Habib Ahmad Mujaddidi 
rahimahullah and ‘Abd al-Karim Ansari 
rahimahullah. For her contemporary education, she 
appointed Munshi Rada Husayn and Thakur 
Parshad. She was six years old when she was 
orphaned in 1260 A.H. She was immediately 
accepted as the future ruler although such a choice 
was made when a person turns’ twenty-one. 
Furthermore, it was laid down that when she gets 
married, her husband will be the Nawab. 


Miya Faujdar Muhammad Khan was appointed as 
the deputy of the dominion. A special function was 
observed when she completed the Qur’an. She was 
attached to administrative affairs from the very 
beginning so that she is not tainted by the 
accusation of inexperience later on. After 
consultations with seniors of the dominion, she was 
married to Baqi Muhammad Khan in 1271 
A.H./1855. He was from a loyal family belonging to 
the Bakhshi Bahadur Miya Khan dominion. Shah 
‘Abd al-Qayyum Muhaddith-e-Bhopal performed the 
marriage. He was given the title of Imra’u Dulha. 
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When she turned twenty-one, she surrendered her 
right to the dominion in favour of her mother. On 1st 
May 1860, Agent Bahadur conferred governance to 
Sikandar Begum and Shah Jahan Begum was made 
the crown princess. Madrasah Sulaymaniyyah and 
Masjid Sulaymani were constructed. when Nawab 
Sulayman Jahan Begum passed away. 


Imra’u Dulha went for hajj in 1866. He fell ill while 
on hajj. He went to Egypt for treatment but it did 
not benefit him. He then returned to Bhopal. 
Various types of treatments were tried but they did 
not help. He eventually passed away in 1284 
A.H./1867. Sikandar Begum then passed away in 
1868. And so, Shah Jahan Begum ascended the 
throne while Sultan Jahan Begum was appointed 
the crown princess.! 


Marriage to Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan 


Prime Minister Munshi Jamal ad-Din had been her 
tutor and mentor. He remained in his position and 
strove hard for the progress of the dominion. He had 
an innate ability to recognize talent and appreciated 
it when he saw it. He therefore appointed Nawab 
Siddiq Hasan Khan to the post of Muhtamim Talif 
and then Muhtamim Madaris. Finally he progressed 
to the lofty position of Chief Secretary of the Begum. 
His progress left a deep impression on the Begum’s 
heart and, after consulting her Prime Minister and 
obtaining the permission of the government, she 
married him in 1288 A.H./1871. The Nawab Sahib 
belonged to a family which had great saints like 
Hasan Qanuji — a khalifah of Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
rahimahullah - and Makhdum Jahaniya Jahan 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 80. 
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Gasht rahimahullah. The Prime Minister had first 
got the Nawab Sahib married to his own daughter 
from whom Nawab Nur al-Hasan and ‘Ali Hasan 
were born. The Nawab Sahib’s second marriage was 
to the Begum. Nawab Sahib was a powerful scholar 
who had written books in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. 
The Begum herself was a scholar and poetess. By 
virtue of this scholarly marriage, Bhopal became a 
centre of scholars, academics and poets. The 
remnant scholars and men of letters from Delhi and 
Lucknow came and settled down in Bhopal which 
then became a confluence of Delhi and Lucknow 
cultures. 


The Nawab Sahib took such measures in the 
administration of the dominion that full power came 
into his hands. In the meantime, he initiated a 
secret jihad movement and made_ covert 
preparations. Through his practical wisdom, he 
selected old and former men of position and seated 
his own confidants. This created confusion in the 
dominion. From the outside, literature against the 
government was propagated silently. When the 
government got wind of it, it sent Agent Griffon to 
investigate. Consequently, all powers were taken 
away, and the British government handed over 
powers to political agents. After bringing about some 
peace, the government handed over powers to the 
Begum. During this period, Nawab Qudsiyyah 
Begum passed away in 1299 A.H./1881. Before she 
could pass away, she sent all her papers to her 
granddaughter. 


As for the Nawab Sahib, after he was removed from 
power, he devoted his time to writing and other 
academic and religious works. And so, he wrote 
about three hundred books on a variety of subjects. 
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He passed away in 1307 A.H./1890 while occupied 
in his academic projects.! 


The Shah Jahani system of government 


As stated before, Shah Jahan Begum was trained in 
administration of the government from an early age. 
When her mother went for hajj, she was appointed 
as the head of the Administrative Council. In this 
way, she got practical experience. Within three 
months after her appointment, she took a tour of 
the entire dominion. She had the lands re-measured 
and the extent of the lands proved to be more. After 
identifying the types of lands, different types of 
works were laid down for them. Gifts on special 
occasions of the chiefs were pardoned completely.2 


Education system 


Madrasah Sulaymaniyyah had been established 
during the rule of Sikandar Begum as a centre of 
Eastern knowledge. This madrasah was now 
affiliated to Calcutta University to improve its 
standard of education. Formal arrangements were 
made for contemporary sciences. A madrasah for 
females was established. Stipends were given to 
poor and needy students. A technical school was 
established to combine theory with practice. A 
Nazzaratul Ma‘arif al-‘Umumiyyah was established 
for the propagation of general knowledge. Cotton 
mills were established for the proliferation of crafts. 
Cotton and wool were produced, and so was flour. 
Nawab Sikandar Begum had written: “The dominion 
of Indians is blind; it neither has a railway network 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 82. 
2 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 83. 
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nor electricity.” During the rule of Shah Jahan 
Begum, a railway network was built and in this way, 
Bhopal was connected to the rest of the country. 


Construction of buildings 


In addition to sharing a name with King Shah 
Jahan [the Mogul king], Shah Jahan Begum had 
tastes which were similar to his. The buildings 
which were constructed during her rule are 
reflections of her architectural tastes. An entirely 
new town by the name of Shah Jahan Abad was 
established in 1286 A.H./1867. All the citizens were 
given plots of land and financial assistance to 
construct buildings. This town contained certain 
main entrances/gates such as the Islami Gate. 
Other buildings which were unique to her era were 
the Taj Mahal and Taj al-Masajid.! 


The construction of Taj al-Masajid could not be 
completed during her rule. After seventeen years, 
Maulana ‘Imran Khan rahimahullah (ex-principal of 
Nadwatul ‘Ulama’) completed it after obtaining 
donations from the public. 


Attention to religious matters 


The first thing she did was to establish a 
Department of Religious Affairs. Under this 
department, arrangements were made for imams, 
mu’adh-dhins, doormen, prayer mats, and hot and 
cold water in the masajid. In Mauti Masjid, there 
was a daily khatam of the Qur’an and Bukhari 
Sharif as a form of continuous charity (sadaqah 
jariyah). The Shah Jahani Printing Press was 
established from which newspapers in the form of a 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 86. 
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government gazette were printed. Translated 
editions of the Qur’an containing Mudih al-Qur’an of 
Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir Sahib rahimahullah were 
printed and distributed free of charge throughout 
the country. In addition to this, rare religious books 
were printed and sent to different parts of the 
Muslim world as gifts. Some of these books were: 
Fath al-Bart, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Nayl al-Autar, Fath al- 
Bayan, Tafsir Muha@’imi, Tahdhib Niswan.} 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the service to Din 
rendered by this woman! May Allah ta‘ala reward 
her. Unfortunately, the wealthy people of today have 
no interest whatsoever in this regard. They spend 
millions on functions, unnecessary buildings, etc. 
but find it difficult to spend miniscule amounts for 
good works of this nature. May Allah ta‘ala rectify 
and reform us. May He inspire those who are able to 
serve knowledge of Din. Amin. (compiler) 


From the Begums of Bhopal, Shah Jahan Begum 
was an academic and a poetess. Her pen-name in 
Urdu was Tajwar, and Shirin in Persian. Her 
collection of poetry - Ta al-Kalam - and her 
mathnawi which is titled Sidq al-Bayan have been 
printed. 


In addition to being a merciful and big-hearted 
woman, she possessed the elements of enthusiasm 
and commendation. Although she did not have the 
awe-inspiring nature of Sikandar Begum, love for 
her was firmly embedded in her subjects. And she 
loved them with her heart and soul. 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 96. 
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‘Ulama’ of the Shah Jahani era 


In the beginning of her rule, Shaykh Zayn al-‘Abidin 
Yamani rahimahullah was the chief judge, while 
Shaykh Ayyub Phalti rahimahullah was the deputy 
judge. In 1295 A.H., Maulana Bashir ad-Din Qanuji 
rahimahullah became the judge. After he passed 
away, Shaykh Muhammad Muhaddith Machli 
Shahri rahimahullah was appointed as judge in 
1296 A.H. During the minister-ship of Nawab ‘Abd 
al-Latif, it was decreed that the judge and mufti will 
have to be Hanafis. And so, Shaykh Ayyub Phalti 
rahimahullah was the judge and Maulwi ‘Abd al- 
Haqq Kabuli rahimahullah was the mufti. When 
Qadi Ayyub Sahib passed away in 1324 A.H., 
Maulwi ‘Abd al-Haqq Kabuli rahimahullah became 
the judge Maulana Yahya Sahib rahimahullah the 
mufti. 


Some of the notable scholars who taught and 
lectured during this period were: 


Maulana Anwar ‘Ali Lucknowi rahimahullah, 
Shaykh Husayn ‘Arab rahimahullah, Muhaddith-e- 
Bhopal Mulla Lutfullah rahimahullah (deputy of 
Mulla Sa‘dullah Muradabadi rahimahullah), Mulla 
Nawab Peshawari rahimahullah, Maulana Sayyid 
Ahmad Dehlawi rahimahullah (the head teacher at 
Deoband), Maulana Bashir Ahmad _ Faruqi 
rahimahullah, Maulwi ‘Abd al-Jabbar Bardawani 
rahimahullah. 


The spiritual teachings and blessings of Hadrat 
Sayyid ‘Ali Rada rahimahullah (khalifah of Shah 
Abu Sa‘id Mujaddidi rahimahullah), Shah Khatib 
Ahmad rahimahullah and Shah Abu Ahmad 
Mujaddidi rahimahullah spread far and wide. 
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Through the propagational and writing efforts of 
Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan rahimahullah, Bhopal 
became the centre of jihad. 


Through the efforts and appreciation of Maulwi 
Jamal ad-Din Sahib rahimahullah, Nawab Sahib 
rahimahullah and Shah Jahan Begum Sahibah 
rahimahallah, the dominion of Bhopal became a 
respected centre of Islamic sciences. It turned into a 
granary of literature through the _ colourful 
assemblies of poetry. Bhopal became a confluence of 
the cultures of Delhi and Lucknow. The Begum’s era 
proved to be a golden era in the history of Bhopal. 


Demise 


The time arrived for the Begum to bid farewell to her 
subjects. She succumbed to cancer and passed 
away in 1319 A.H./1901. Before her demise, she 
sought the pardon of all her subjects. She was 
buried in the Nashat Afza Bagh. May Allah ta‘ala 
shower His mercy on her. May He illuminate her 
resting place.! 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 90. 
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Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum Bhopal 


Name, lineage and birth 


The daughter of Nawab Baqi Muhammad Khan, 
Sultan Jahan Begum was born on 26 Dht al- 
Qa‘dah 1274 A.H./9 July 1858 in Mauti Mahal. Her 
mother’s name is Nawab Shah Jahan Begum. Her 
maternal grandmother, Sikandar Begum, said: “This 
daughter is more beloved to me than seven sons.” 


Education and training 


Her grandmother made arrangements for her 
education and training. When Shah Jahan Begum 
became the ruler on 1 Sha‘ban 1285 A.H./16 
November 1868, Sultan Jahan Begum was 
conferred the mantle of crown princess of the 
dominion. Her mother trained her in governance by 
asking Mir Munshi Muhammad Ahmad the laws of 
the dominion to her. If she affirmed them, Shah 
Jahan Begum would approve them. If they needed 
to be corrected, she would make the corrections. 


She was married to Ahmad ‘Ali Khan. He was given 
the title of Sultan ad-Daulah. 


She got a daughter from him - Bilqis Jahan Begum 
—in 1875 but she passed away when she was twelve 
years old. She had several more children after that 
but they passed away. Eventually, they got a son — 
Nawab Hamidullah Khan - in 1312 A.H./1894 who 
was a source of solace for his grief-stricken parents. 


Nawab Nasrullah Khan and General ‘Ubaydullah 
Khan got married to the nieces of Sultan ad-Daulah 
in 1318 A.H./1905. The marriage sermon was 
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recited by Qadi ‘Abd al-Haqq Sahib. The branch of 
all three sons then spread far and wide.! 


Ascending to the throne 


Sultan Jahan Begum got first hand experience on 
governance from her mother. And so, when she was 
accepted as the ruler after her mother’s demise, her 
coronation took place in the presence of the Agent 
General on 4 July 1901. Her husband, Nawab 
Ahmad ‘Ali Khan, was given the title of Ihtisham al- 
Mulk ‘Ali Jan. 

Nawab Sultan ad-Daulah 


The Begum - through her alertness and practical 
wisdom - was still making preparations for the 
progress and development of the dominion when her 
husband, Sultan ad-Daulah suddenly passed away 
on 4 January 1902. She had to suffer this tragedy 
and bear the weight of widowhood. In addition to 
being her husband, Sultan ad-Daulah was her 
sincere and devoted advisor. 


System of government 


Her mother, Nawab Shah Jahan Begum’s generosity 
and big-heartedness had emptied the state coffers. 
Her lengthy illness enabled irreligious officers to 
take advantage of the situation. When Sultan Jahan 
took charge, there were only forty thousand rupees 
in the treasury. This amount was not enough to 
even pay salaries. Money is obviously essential for 
running a government. Means. of income, 
expenditure and other collections are fundamental 
issues. She identified the fact that India is an 


1 Tarikh Riyadsat Bhopal, p. 92. 
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agricultural country; its livelihood is dependent on 
the compilation, promulgation and application of 
sound agricultural laws. Within three years of her 
rule, she laid down a five-year plan and 
promulgated it. This increased the income. 
Important individuals were incorporated into the 
government and a democratic system was 
established. 


Sikandar Jahan first turned Bhopal into a 
constitutional and legislative dominion. When Shah 
Jahan Begum ascended the throne, she made some 
minor changes to the laws in the light of changing 
conditions. These laws were then promulgated. 
When Sultan Jahan Begum came to power, she 
tried to mould the dominion under a democratic 
system. She was the first to give rights over 
municipalities to the citizens. She laid down rules 
and regulations for this. To this end, she 
established departments of health, water, and 
lighting for streets. The expenses for these were paid 
from the royal treasury. 


Improvements in the education system 


Her most valuable achievement was progress in 
education. Education was her focus of attention. 
The old system of education continued until the era 
of Shah Jahan Begum. People had a general 
aversion towards contemporary sciences and the 
English language. She wanted to create a balanced 
system of education which incorporated the 
beauties of Eastern sciences with essentials from 
the Western sciences. She paid particular attention 
to proliferating knowledge among women. The 
education of women in Indian society had become 
quite subdued and restrained. She said in one of 
her speeches: 
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I am focussed on the educational 
progress of the masses. I consider the 
proliferation of knowledge to be a 
major obligation of my government. 
However, I have a special interest in 
the education of women. After all, I 
myself am a woman. 


Sultan Jahan Begum made the following statement 
on the occasion of a visit by Lady Harding in 1913: 


The greatest task for the improvement 
of the lot of women and children in a 
country like India is to provide means 
for their medical assistance. When 
training and tutoring our girls, special 
attention will have to be given to 
preparing them for studying in 
medical colleges in the future.! 


Due to her interest in education, the education 
budget for a small dominion like Bhopal had 
reached 100 000 rupees. Furthermore, this was not 
confined to Bhopal. Rather, she looked for 
opportunities to expand her interest. When a ladies 
hall was being constructed in Lahore, she donated 
five thousand rupees. As for the department of 
female education at ‘Ali Garh, she used to run it at 
her expense. 


She is the first woman to be appointed chancellor of 
‘Ali Garh University two times. She always busied 
herself for the improvement of the country and her 
people. Muslims of India follow various customs on 
occasions of marriage and death. These have 
resulted in many economic difficulties, and they are 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 98. 
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caught up in them to this day. This philanthropic 
woman had directed her attention to rectifying the 
situation over seventy years ago. She made a speech 
in 1910 on the occasion of a visit by the Prince of 
Wales. It reflects her concern in this regard. 


Rectifying baseless customs 


I have been convinced since quite 
some time that if the baseless 
[wedding and funeral] customs of 
Muslims are rectified, their poverty 
will, to a large extent, be alleviated. 
Furthermore, they will be protected 
against sins and immoralities which 
are the intrinsic consequences of these 
customs. From what I gauged, women 
are more inclined to these useless and 
un-Islamic customs. If women _ set 
their minds to wipe them out, they can 
do it easily. My thoughts and 
conviction in this regard are not new. 
My mother Shah Jahan Begum also 
shared the same sentiments. Some of 
you must have witnessed with your 
own eyes that when I got married, no 
useless and un-Islamic custom was 
followed. My mother tried her utmost 
to make others to do the same. The 
customs which are currently followed 
by Muslims have evolved through their 
interaction with other nations. And 
they finally became “Muslim” customs. 
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The Begum used to get girls married at her expense 
and used to give them essential and suitable items. ! 


Note: Glory to Allah! What an insightful woman! 
This demonstrates her capabilities. Unfortunately, 
let alone women, even men do not have any 
consciousness in this regard. Our complaint and cry 
is to Allah ta‘ala alone. (compiler) 


Public services 


Although the Begum’s popularity was due to her 
being the ruler of Bhopal, she had within her bosom 
a sincere and affectionate heart. This is displayed in 
her writings and speeches. She used to deliver 
speeches fluently in the Urdu, Persian, English and 
Pashto languages. Collections of her lectures have 
been published in Khutbat Sultanit and Silk 
Shahwar. ‘Allamah Shibli acknowledges her in the 
following words: 


I had the occasion to meet several 
Muslim rulers and statesmen. I had 
the opportunity of conversing and 
having discussions with them. I am 
compelled to say - without any 
indulgence -— that I have not come 
across any ruler or governor as widely 
read, eloquent in speech, discerning 
and penetrating as her [Sultan Jahan 
Begum]. She was delivering a speech 
and I was left astounded. I thought to 
myself, can there be anyone who is not 
from Delhi or Lucknow speak so 
eloquent Urdu? She was speaking on 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 101. 
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various academic and administrative 
issues. And I was thinking to myself, 
can veiled women and women in 
seclusion also acquire such facts and 
pieces of information!? 


As regards her written and spoken words, the 
Begum was an orator of her time. She was also a 
phenomenal writer. Her books on history and 
human society contain correct diagnoses and 
treatments for the conditions of the time.! 


She appreciated knowledge and people of knowledge 
immensely. She made a major contribution in the 
publication of Siratun Nabi. The following lines of 
‘Allamah Shibli rahimahullah are quite popular in 
this regard: 


I have no worry whatsoever about the 
costs because the generous rain of 
Sultan Jahan Begum is pouring down. 


As for the actual writing and 
evaluation of historical narrations, my 
life and heart are ready to do that. 


In other words, there are two hands 
for the completion of this work — one is 
this poor beggar, the other is the 
Sultan [Jahan Begum]. 


Similarly, the foundation of Dar al-Musannifin was 
laid by her generous hand. She gave a priceless gift 
to ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah 
for his Sirat-e-‘A’ishah. Similarly, she always 
extended a generous hand to Dar al-‘Ulum 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 109. 
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Deoband, Nadwatul ‘Ulama’ and Anjuman Taraqqi- 
e-Urdu.! 


Journeys 


When she was the crown princess, she accompanied 
her mother to the Calcutta and Qaysari courts in 
1875 and 1877 respectively. Then when she 
ascended the throne, she travelled to the Delhi royal 
court. She also attended the Agrah royal court 
where various rulers of India met. When in Delhi, 
she had discussions with the Amir of Kabul in the 
Pashto language. The latter was highly impressed by 
her command of this language. 


It should be borne in mind that whenever the 
Begum travelled on these official trips, she would 
remain in hijab. Whether within India or when she 
went to London, the hijab was never an impediment 
for her.? 


In 1904, she undertook a journey to the Haramayn 
Sharifayn (Makkah and Madinah) with her sons and 
other seniors of the dominion. The Turkish 
caliphate welcomed her and made all arrangements 
for her stay. On her return, the Indian government 
received her with a torpedo salute. 


She travelled to England to attend the coronation 
ceremony of George V. She also met the queen. After 
touring London, she went to Geneva, Bulgaria and 
finally to Istanbul were she was received as a royal 
guest. The caliph of Islam presented her with the 
blessed hair of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam as a gift. 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 104. 
2 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 104. 
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The Begum undertook various other journeys within 
the country. Her last journey was in 1926.! 


Special achievements 


Her special achievement with regard to improving 
the lot of women was that poor Muslim women were 
suffering various wrongs and miseries at the hands 
of their ignorant husbands who had no knowledge 
of the Shariah. They were faced with many 
economic and social obstacles. The Begum invited 
well-known ‘ulama’ of India to her dominion and 
prepared a whitepaper on the protection of spousal 
rights in the light of the Shari‘ah and jurisprudence. 
It included clauses through which women could 
gain freedom from oppressive husbands. This 
whitepaper was first applied in the principality of 
Bhopal. Thereafter, the same was used by the 
‘ulama’ of India as a basis for presenting a Shariat 
Bill in parliament. It popularly came to be known as 
the Kazimi Act. Although the Bill was defectively 
approved because of the clash between the League 
and Congress, it helped in alleviating many 
sufferings of women. No matter what, the catalyst 
behind the laying down of this law was none other 
than the Begum. 


‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah 
considered Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum to be a 
unique woman. The article which the ‘Allamah wrote 
subsequent to her death is the last chapter of his 
book: 


‘Aliyah Hadrat [the Begum] is the last 
crowned woman of not only Islam but 


1 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 105. 
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of the East whose achievements could 
be the envy of even male sultans and 
rulers. Her rule which was no less 
than a quarter century was a golden 
era in the history of Bhopal. The 
Sultanah was a confluence of Eastern 
and Western education and culture 
which is an ideal for reformers of 
today. She was not only a ruler but a 
guide for Indian women. A chancellor 
of the only Muslim university. The 
greatest defender of religious 
education. The greatest 
superintendent of religious sciences 
and arts. The greatest propagator of 
balanced female improvements. The 
most prolific writer among Muslim 
women, and their greatest orator. 
However, more than her academic and 
reformational achievements, her real 
nobility lies in her _ religious 
attachment and creedal sentiments. 


Allegiance to Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi 


I believe that it was solely due to her Dini and 
Islamic temperament that she requested to pledge 
bay‘at to Hadrat ‘Alim Rabbani Maulana Rashid 
Ahmad Gangohi Sahib rahimahullah. His reply is 
quoted verbatim from Maktubat Rashidiyyah: 


From the servant, Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi, may Allah pardon him. 


1 Tarikh Riyadsat Bhopal, p. 106. 
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As-salamu ‘alaykum. 
This servant is astonished. 


I make du‘a’ for you. I received your 
letter containing a request for bay‘ah 
for Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum 
several days ago. However, due to my 
old age and various ailments, I am 
quite weak. Furthermore, I was 
hesitant in replying to your esteemed 
letter, and so, I did not get an 
opportunity to reply to it. And now I 
received another letter asking for my 
reply. 


I am now dictating the reply. A person 
pledges bay‘ah for two reasons: (1) To 
acquire nisbat (affinity) and obtain the 
blessings of Tariqah. To acquire this, a 
person needs to remain in the 
company of a spiritual guide for a 
lengthy period. It is obvious I cannot 
come there, nor will it be appropriate 
for Begum Sahibah to come here. And 
without this, bay‘ah is a waste of time. 
(2) The other reason for bay‘ah is to 
establish a bond with the saint, and 
this is done solely to enter into the 
silsilah (spiritual chain). First of all, I 
do not consider this of any benefit. 
Secondly, the governess will look upon 
me with affection, kindness and 
attention; and this will cause me 
much regret. Thirdly, when people 
come to know of the governess’s 
affiliation with me, many needy people 
will vex me into interceding on their 
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behalf to you for your help. Some of 
these requests for intercession will be 
worthy while others will be unworthy. 
Fourthly, if the governess already has 
affinity towards me, she would have 
already fulfilled the second purpose [of 
bay‘ah mentioned above]. 


If the governess insists, I will accept 
on two conditions: (1) There must be 
no change in her previous attitude 
towards me [she must not accord me 
any more respect than what she used 
to previously]. There must be no sort 
of favouritism towards me. (2) The 
bond of bay‘ah must not be mentioned 
to anyone. If these two conditions are 
accepted, I accept her bay‘ah on the 
order that she makes emulation of the 
Sunnah and abstention from bid‘ah 
(innovation) her hallmark. Moreover, 
she must remain engaged in love for 
the truth and continue establishing 
justice among her subjects. 


Was salam. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What a confident reply 
displaying complete reliance on Allah ta‘ala. It is in 
line with the academic, internal and spiritual status 
of Hadrat Maulana Gangohi rahimahullah. May 
Allah ta‘ala reward the Begum for her genuine quest 
and Maulana Gangohi rahimahullah for his resolute 
words of advice. Amin. (compiler) 
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Her speech at the time of the ascension of Nawab 
Hamidullah 


The speech which the Begum delivered on the 
occasion of the ascension of Nawab Hamidullah 
Khan to the throne is a reflection of her religious 
life. 


Over twenty-five years have passed 
since the Absolute Master [Allah] 
handed the government of Bhopal to 
me. I considered myself to be a trustee 
of the dominion and made the success 
of my _ subjects my afterlife. 
Nonetheless, it is possible that I may 
have fallen short in carrying out the 
important responsibilities of the 
government. And this may have hurt 
the heart of someone. On this 
occasion, I ask such people to pardon 
me. I am convinced they will pardon 
me and will thereby be rewarded by 
Allah ta‘ala. I had to bear continuous 
tragedies in the last two _ years. 
Although I resorted to patience after 
considering them to be the decrees of 
Allah ta‘ala, a unique condition has 
developed in my heart. I am sure it 
will affect the government. This is why 
I decided to resign from this heavy 
responsibility and to hand over the 
rein to my heir and deputy. I will then 
spend the rest of my days in Allah’s 
remembrance and in serving the 
weaker sex. I now bid farewell to you 
as a ruler of Bhopal and am extremely 


804 


pleased to hand over the government 
to my dear son. 


Nawab Saulat Iftikhar al-Mulk 
Bahadur, I now happily appoint you 
as the chairman and hope you will 
adhere strictly to all the rules and 
injunctions of the Qur’an. I hope you 
will pay particular attention to this 
verse all the time. 


Gall 63 tly oS aly Jaaly 5 22k at 3) 
wales gly Sty lead ye By 


Allah enjoins justice, the doing of good 
and giving to one’s kinsfolk. He forbids 
indecency, all that runs counter to 
reason and from rebellion. He 


admonishes you so that you may take 
heed.! 


The appointment to the throne was then completed. 
The Begum raised her hands and made this 
supplication: 


a e223 el Bier ssi a i535) = 
gle 5h Abi lo Joel OG Sally J 
Call doc 23 35 eS 


Q 
7 


1 Strah an-Nahl, 16: 90. 
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O my Sustainer! Inspire me to be grateful 
for the favours which You bestowed 
upon me and my parents, and inspire me 
to do good deeds which please You. 
Include me, through Your mercy, among 
Your righteous servants.! 


The moment the Nawab Sahib came into power, he 
established various departments - as per current 
needs - and appointed ministers to each 
department. A State Council Committee was 
established for the different departments to consult 
each other. 


Demise 


This great woman of her time passed away in 1348 
A.H./1930. To Allah we belong and to Him is our 
return. May Allah ta‘ala shower His mercy on her.2 


1 Strah al-Ahqaf, 46: 15. 
2 Tarikh Riyasat Bhopal, p. 113. 
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FAMILY WOMEN 
Mukarramah Habibah Khatin' 


(the honourable mother-in-law of Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat rahimahullah) 


The honourable Habibah Khatun was the maternal 
grandmother of my mother, ‘Aqilah Khatun. By 
Allah’s grace, my mother was expertly trained and 
tutored under her supervision. 


She related to me: Habibah Khatun was a pious 
woman who adhered strictly to salah and fasting. 
She did not miss out tahajjud salah for thirteen 
years. She would get up from her prayer mat only 
after performing the ishraq salah. She was 
extremely considerate of the poor and needy, and 
would feed them from her own house. She used to 
say to her family members: “You must pay 
particular attention to the poor and needy because 
few people bother about them. There are many who 
ask about the wealthy.” 


There were times when the food which had been 
prepared for the family would be distributed among 
the poor. The house-folk would ask her: “What have 
you done? What will we eat?” She would reply: “Our 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam also 
remained hungry for several days. This is his 
Sunnat and we are practising on it. By doing this, 
Allah ta‘ala will reward us tremendously.” 


1 Compiled by Mahbub Ahmad Nadwi ibn ‘Aqilah Khatun 
bint Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah. 
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She saw a dream in which two men dressed in white 
came to her and asked: “Which family do you belong 
to?” She told them her family name. They said: “You 
are not from that family.” She then informed them 
of her mother’s family. They said: “You are not from 
that family as well.” She then gave them the name of 
her in-laws.” They said: “You are not from that 
family as well. You are from the family of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” 


Our maternal grandmother related: When our 
mother Habibah Khatutn used to engage in worship, 
we could see a white light from top to bottom. 
People of the village would also see it. 


Demise 


She most probably passed away in 1366 A.H./1947. 


KKKKK 


I wanted to relate biographies about some women 
who were associated to us. Unfortunately, we did 
not have many details about them. What I can 
certainly say is that — by Allah’s grace — they were 
all pious women with righteous qualities. Some of 
these women are Shams an-Nisa’ Sahibah (my 
paternal aunt), Jamilah Khatun (wife of Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah and mother of my 
first wife), Khayr an-Nisa’ (the mother of my second 
wife) and Zayb an-Nisa’ Sahibah (my mother). 


May Allah ta‘ala be pleased with all of them and 
may He bless them with Paradise. Amin. 


> de dbs abl frog hl! G) ad ab ol bles ost, 
ne eit vkap cal obool, dl, ue ails 
Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Allahabadi 
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Bayt al-Adhkar, Wasiyyabad, Allahabad (UP) 
1 Shawwal 1442/14 May 2021. 
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Marhumah Zubaydah Bri 


Marhumah Zubaydah Bi was born in 1920 to a 
large landowning family in a _ village called 
Pheytampur, district Dhar, Madhya Pradesh. Her 
father’s name was ‘Umar Patel and her mother’s 
name was Hamidah. She belonged to a Sindhi 
family which emigrated from Sindh, Pakistan and 
came to India. 


Her husband’s name is Haji Munir Sahib. The latter 
used to frequently go to Mufti Mahmud Sahib 
Nanautwi rahimahullah and had a spiritual bond 
with him. He used to convey to his wife whatever he 
heard from MHadrat Mufti Sahib’s talks and 
assemblies. Consequently, love for the Ahlullah and 
faith in them became deeply embedded in her heart. 
She thus developed a passion to impart Dini 
education to her children. To this end, she sent her 
third son, Maulana Muhammad Yunus Sahib, in the 
company of Hadrat Shaykh Ibrahim Sahib Indori 
rahimahullah to Gujarat to acquire knowledge. He 
received his graduation certificate in 1974 from Dar 
al-‘Ulum Falah-e-Darayn, Tarkesar. He was the first 
‘alim in his entire Sindhi family. 


Acting under the advice of his parents and his 
teacher, Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Dhul Fiqar Ahmad 
Sahib Qasimi, the son placed the foundation for a 
madrasah in 1984. The same madrasah has turned 
into a major centre of learning in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh. It is well known by the name 
Jami‘ah Islamiyyah Banjari, Indore. It has produced 
thousands of huffaz, qurra’ and ‘ulama’. The pious 
intentions of this pious woman and her husband 
were the catalysts behind this madrasah. 
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Concern for madaris 


Marhumah Zubaydah Bi and her husband were 
always concerned about madaris and madrasah 
students. She constantly emphasised on her 
children to remain attached to madaris. 


All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, the same madrasah 
is now under the principal-ship of her son-in-law, 
Maulana Tasawwur Sahib. It is running well with 
the assistance of all her children. We pray to Allah 
ta‘ala to continue their attachment to Din from 
generation to generation. Amin. 


Appreciation of Ahlullah 


Whenever a saintly person visited the madrasah, 
Marhumah Zubaydah Bi would consider it an 
honour to serve the guest. Her children and other 
family members continue hosting and serving saints 
and scholars to this day. 


Words of advice 


One day before she passed away, she assembled her 
family members and sought their pardon. It was as 
though she had fore-knowledge of her demise. 


1. She always advised her children to remain in 
the company of ‘ulama’. 


2. She advised them to build their homes near 
the madrasah. Consequently, they adhered to 
this advice of their mother. 


3. She would emphasise the performing of salah 
on her children. Salah was always the first 
thing she asked them about. 


4. She always emphasised on them to live with 
unity and harmony. 
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Demise 


She was forever concerned about the Hereafter and 
having a good death. She was so regular and 
punctual with her salah that no matter who came to 
visit her, she would ask them the time of salah. We 
doubt she ever missed out a salah. Her bond with 
Allah ta‘ala was extremely strong, and she would 
always make du‘a that Allah ta‘ala should call her in 
Ramadan and on a Friday. When a Friday passed, 
she would say: “I will now have to wait for another 
week.” Similarly, when a month of Ramadan would 
pass, she would be saddened and would say: “I will 
now have to wait for one year to meet Allah ta‘ala.” 
Allah ta‘ala fulfilled this pure wish and she passed 
away on 8 May 2020/14 Ramadan 1442 on a Friday 
at the time of opening the fast. 


May Allah ta‘ala accept all her Dini efforts. May He 
turn her evils into good deeds. May He give her 
place in the proximity of His mercy. Amin. 


KKKKK 


The Marhumah’s children Janab Haji Mihrab 
(Thekedar Sahib), Janab Haji Ahmad Mukhtar 
rahimahullah (Mukati Sahib), Janab Maulana 
Muhammad Yunus Sahib Falahi, Janab Haji Yusuf 
Sahib, Janab Haji Junayd Sahib, her grandchildren, 
and other family members, especially Haji Shafiq 
Sahib and his brother have a strong and loving 
bond with me. May Allah ta‘ala reward them with 
the best of rewards. Amin. (compiler) 
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‘Aqilah Khatun 


(daughter of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
and first wife of Hadrat Maulana Qamar az-Zaman 
Sahib) 


Birth 


She was most probably born in 1353 A.H./1934 in 
Fatahpur Tal Narja, district Ma’u. Our marriage was 
solemnized in the Fatahpur Tal Narja masjid in 
1370 A.H./1950. 


Education 


She learnt to read the Qur’an and read and write 
Urdu in the local maktab. However, Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah personally taught 
her the books of Hadrat Hakimul Ummat Maulana 
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah. Some of those 
books were: Haydatul Muslimin, Ta‘lim ad-Din, Jaza’ 
al-A'mal, Adab al-Mu‘asharat. 


The education and training of Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat rahimahullah certainly left a deep mark on 
her. Consequently, she had the qualities of 
abstinence, contentment, piety and purity. She was 
an embodiment of love and politeness. She would 
meet each person with a smiling mien and interact 
with them with good manners. She was regular with 
salah, fasting and reading the Qur’an. She used to 
read the Urdu manzil of Munajat. 


She used to say: “The objective of reading is to put 
into practice. This is not dependent on Arabic and 
Persian. A person can read Urdu books and 
practise.” 
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Note: Glory to Allah! This is a beneficial point. It is 
necessary for every Muslim male and female to 
acquire knowledge and practise on it. Even if it is in 
the Urdu language, one should certainly acquire it. 
(compiler) 


Affection towards children 


In the course of her illness, the mosquitoes were 
causing much inconvenience. Our little children — 
Maqbul Ahmad rahimahullah, Said Ahmad, ‘Aziz 
Ahmad and Mahbub Ahmad - were sleeping near 
us. I said to her: “Cover your face with the sheet and 
sleep.” She replied: “If I were to do that, the 
mosquitoes which were meant to attack me will 
attack my dear children. I cannot allow my children 
to suffer for my comfort.” 


Severe heat in Allahabad and a shortage of water 


After moving to Allahabad, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah and his family lived in Hasan Manzil 
Mahallah. However, it was severely hot and there 
was a Shortage of water in that area. Hafiz Dr. Salah 
ad-Din Sahib Siddiqi rahimahullah therefore made 
temporary arrangements for Hadrat to live in Machli 
Khauti. 


A few days later, Hadrat came to the house of Haji 
Shaffullah Sahib rahimahullah in Hasan Manzil 
Mahallah and saw his daughter (the mother of 
Maulwi Maqbul and others) applying powder on her 
children to give them relief from the heat. When 
Hadrat inquired about the children, she complained 
about the intense heat and expressed the desire to 
buy a more comfortable house. Hadrat mentioned 
this to Hafiz Dr. Salah ad-Din Sahib rahimahullah 
who then spoke to Abul Hasan Sahib Machli Shahri 
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rahimahullah about his house in Bakhshi Bazar, 
Allahabad. The latter was overjoyed at the fact that 
a great saint like Hadrat was expressing an interest 
to buy his house. He considered this to be his good 
fortune. And so, he was happy to sell it at a cheap 
price of 25000 rupees. Hadrat paid a certain 
amount in cash, and then paid the remainder in 
instalments. Whatever money Hadrat used to 
receive, he would hand it over to me. I would then 
give it to Dr. Sahib who would then pay Abul Hasan 
Sahib. All praise is due to Allah, after the house was 
bought, the entire family moved from Hasan Manzil 
to Bakhshi Bazar and settled down there. 


A similar incident occurred in Fatahpur. She related 
to me that when we were newly married and living 
in Fatahpur, the house in which we were living had 
few rooms and this caused much inconvenience. 
She asked her father [Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah] to get her a larger house so that 
there could be some ease. He had a solid house 
constructed for her. It exists to this day. 


The demise of Nabilah 


The third daughter of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah, Nabilah, suffered from a severe bout 
of small-pox in Ramadan 1379 A.H. She passed 
away on the 17t of Ramadan. To Allah we belong 
and to Him is our return. She was buried in the 
Akbarpur graveyard of Allahabad. May Allah ta‘ala 
illuminate her resting place. 


The demise of ‘Aqilah Khatun 


She suffered from colic on 28 Ramadan 1379 A.H. 
Consequently, I could not attend the morning 
assembly of Hadrat. When I presented myself to 
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Hadrat after the assembly, he asked me the reason 
for my absence. I replied: “My wife was not feeling 
well, this is why I could not attend.” Hadrat 
responded: “She is after all my daughter. If you 
serve her, I will certainly be pleased. At the same 
time, I do not want your religious and academic 
loss. You must therefore attend the assemblies.” 
Subsequently, I rarely absented myself from 
Hadrat’s assemblies, whether special or general 
assemblies. In fact, there were times when he used 
to say: “I will start speaking when Qamar az-Zaman 
comes.” 


My wife’s treatment continued and it was decided 
that she should not observe fast on the 29t of 
Ramadan but she did. Her condition was 
deteriorating, so she was admitted into a hospital. 


To make matters worse, my sons ‘Aziz Ahmad and 
Mahbub Ahmad also acquired small-pox. It became 
difficult to leave them and go to the hospital. 
Nonetheless, I had to do it. I cannot describe my 
condition at that time. On one occasion, my wife 
was quite ill in hospital so I was with her. While 
there, I got information that my two sons are quite 
serious. So I rushed and went to tend to them. No 
matter what, full attention was given to my wife’s 
treatment. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
had said: “Let there be no lack in treating my 
daughter. Get the best doctors to treat her.” 


However, her condition did not improve and her 
health deteriorated further. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah must have gauged that his daughter 
will not survive. He therefore asked us to bring her 
home. She was brought to the house in Bakhshi 
Bazar and she was made to rest in her special room. 
She was in her senses and could understand when 
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she was addressed. I plucked the courage and said 
to her in the presence of Shakilah: “If you wish to 
say anything, you may say it.” Shakilah said to me: 
“Brother! What are you saying!>?” I replied: “Nothing 
will happen by saying this. Let her say whatever she 
wants.” My wife’s reply to me displayed the strength 
of her man and her intense motherly love. She said: 
“You must pay the recompense for the salahs which 
I missed during these days. And take care of the 
children.” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah was 
overjoyed when he was informed of what his 
daughter had said at the time of her demise. He 
said: “I would like every person’s death in my family 
to be like ‘Aqilah’s death.” 


A good fortune 


Glory to Allah! Her last speech was with reference to 
salah. This was certainly to her good fortune. The 
narrations state that the final words of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam were about salah. In 
like manner, the last words of Hadrat Mujaddid Alf 
Thani rahimahullah were about salah. Hadrat 
Maulana Nasim Ahmad Faridi rahimahullah writes 
in Taqjalliyat Rabbani: 


When Khwajah Muhammad Sa‘jld rahimahullah 
noticed his father [Hadrat Mujaddid Sahib] 
breathing faster, he became restless and asked: 
“How is Hadrat Wala feeling?” He replied: “I am 
well.” His son asked: “How can you be well when I 
am seeing you in this condition?” He replied: “The 
two rak‘ats of salah which I performed are enough.” 
These were the last words of Hadrat Mujaddid Alf 
Thani rahimahullah. It is a mark of total emulation 
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of the Sunnah of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. 


A short while later, my beloved wife’s soul left her 
body. To Allah we belong and to Him is our return. 


Demise 


My dear wife, ‘Aqilah passed away on Thursday 3r4 
Shawwal 1379 A.H./1960 and left all of us sad and 
grief-stricken. To Allah we belong and to Him is our 
return. 


All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, as per her bequest, I 
paid the recompense for her missed salahs. And I 
took care of the children in a manner which became 
proverbial and unimaginable. May Allah ta‘ala 
accept. Amin. 


Burial 


She too was buried in the Akbarpur graveyard next 
to her sister, Nabilah. May Allah ta‘ala illuminate 
her resting place. 


By Allah’s grace, she bore me five children. Four 
boys and one girl, ‘A’ishah. She passed away about 
ten days after her birth and was buried in Fatahptr. 
The children were born in the following sequence: 
Maulwi Maqbul Ahmad Qasimi rahimahullah, 
‘Aishah Khatan, Maulwi Sa‘iid Ahmad Qasimi 
Nadwi, Maulwi ‘Aziz Ahmad Qasimi and Maulwi 
Mahbub Ahmad Nadwi. May Allah ta‘ala make them 
continuous charities for their parents and honour 
them with true happiness. Amin. May Allah ta‘ala 
make them treasures for us in the Hereafter. Amin. 
(compiler) 


For some reason, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah did not return to the house in 
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Bakhshi Bazar after the burial. Instead, he 
proceeded to the house of Chaudri Habib ar- 
Rahman Sahib rahimahullah and lived there for 
about four months. He continued conducting his 
assemblies there. The general masses and special 
people used to attend. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah lost two daughters within sixteen 
days. He was therefore quite grief-stricken. Hadrat 
Maulana ‘Abd al-Majid Sahib Daryabadi 
rahimahullah expresses his sadness in the following 
letter of consolation. 


Letter of condolence from Maulana Daryabadi 


I came to know of the severe test 
which you have been put through via 
a letter which I received from one of 
your associates. To Allah we belong 
and to Him is our return. 


May Allah ta‘ala elevate your rank 
even more. These are the means of 
elevating one’s rank. To lose just one 
child is no small test, let alone losing 
two, and that too over a period of just 
two weeks! Can there be a greater and 
more difficult test than this!? However, 
you ought to be congratulated after all 
you are considered to be of very high 
rank, and that is why you were put 
through such a severe test. 


Can anyone teach Luqman about 
wisdom!? You are the one who teaches 
others about patience, how can 
anyone teach you about it?! Yes, 
others will take courage by looking at 
your example. 
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May Allah ta‘ala shower you with 
immense kindness. May He bless your 
daughters with Paradise, and bestow 
you all with patience. 


Was salam 
I make du‘a’ for you and request your 
du‘a’. 
‘Abd al-Majid 
Look at the reply which Hadrat sent: 
Hadrat’s reply 


I did suffer two tragedies one after the 
other, and they are certainly severe 
tests. Your statements with regard to 
the wisdom behind this test can be 
cause of some consolation. I cannot 
think of myself like that, but what can 
be a greater consolation than the 
words of our elders? I placed the letter 
near my bedside, I look at it now and 
then, and get much consolation from 
it.! 


Glad tidings 


I will relate a few points which are certainly glad 
tidings in favour of Marhtumah ‘Aqilah. I myself 
consider them to be good harbingers for me because 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: 


ee en Cetin 


A person shall be with whom he loves. 


1 Tadhkirah Muslihul Ummat, vol. 2, p. 417. 
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Can there be any doubt about my love for such a life 
partner? 


I will first relate two dreams which Maulana Anwar 
Ahmad Sahib Kaupaganji saw and noted. The reply 
of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah to both 
are also quoted. 


(1) 
I commence in Allah’s name 


My honourable mentor. May Allah ta‘ala bless you 
with long life. 


As-salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh 


Hadrat Wala! I saw a dream and I hope Hadrat will 
interpret it. I saw a completely new brick-house 
which was beautifully plastered with sand on the 
inside. The ground was of clean sand. Marhumah 
‘Aqilah, wearing a priceless and beautiful garment 
with golden embroidery, entered and was extremely 
happy. An expensive and beautiful straw mat was 
laid out in the house. She folded the mat and placed 
it one side. She was probably getting it ready for the 
floor to be plastered. There was a sitting area next to 
the room, and Hadrat Wala and Maqbul Ahmad 
were present there. Hadrat Wala said to Maqbul 
Ahmad: “Come, don’t we have to go now?” Hadrat 
Wala was probably saying this to meet Marhumah. 
My eyes opened thereafter. 


Was salam 
Anwar Ahmad Kaupaganji 
Friday, 2 Dht al-Qa‘dah 1379 A.H. 


Reply from Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
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This dream is from among the glad tidings. By 
Allah’s grace (my daughter ‘Aqilah Khattn) is in an 
admirable position. I am overjoyed. 


(2) 
I commence in Allah’s name 


My honourable mentor. May Allah ta‘ala bless you 
with long life. 


As-salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh 


Hadrat Wala! I saw a dream and I hope Hadrat will 
interpret it. A person was at the front and people 
were standing in rows behind him. People were 
approaching from the side on which I wam. When I 
went closer, I saw Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam. Directly behind him were ‘Aqilah and 
Nabilah. Everyone was dressed in exquisite 
garments. Their movements were serene and 
reverential. There was so much of love that the 
heart was automatically drawn to them. When 
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and these 
people came near and in front of me, I wanted to 
meet them and say something. However, I was so 
overawed that I was dumbstruck. They then 
proceeded and left. 


Reply: 


It is a beautiful glad tiding for the one who saw the 
dream and those who were seen. Those who were 
seen include ‘Aqilah Khatun and Nabilah Khatutn. 
We too are included. There can be no greater 
treasure. The person who sees Rasulullah sallallahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam in a dream leaves this world with 
Iman. 


A dream seen by  Hadrat  Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah 
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After the burial, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah did not return to Bakhshi Bazar. 
Instead, he proceeded to the house of Chaudri 
Habib ar-Rahman Sahib rahimahullah in Marwali 
and lived there for few months. I remained in the 
city centre of Allahabad because I was occupied 
with tending to my two sons ‘Aziz Ahmad and 
Mahbub Ahmad who were suffering from small-pox. 
When I went to Marwali after some days, he said to 
me: 


I saw ‘Aqilah in a dream. She was on 
an elevated spot and she said to me: 
“Father, come here.” I replied: “No, you 
rather come here.” When she came, I 
began repeating this du‘a: “O Allah! 
Fill ‘Aqilah’s grave with light.” It then 
occurred to me that Nabilah has also 
passed on. And so I began making this 
du‘a: “O Allah! Fill the graves of 
‘Aqilah and Nabilah with light.” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah was 
overjoyed by this dream and related it happily to us. 
All praise is due solely to Allah ta‘ala. 


Maulana Iftikhar al-Haqq Sahib Gaurakhpuri 
rahimahullah was a man of spiritual insight. When 
he came to visit Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah, Hadrat said to him: “I would like you 
to meditate about my daughters and tell me how 
they are?” After meditating for some time, he said: 
“Hadrat Maulana Shah Muhibbullah Allahabadi 
said: ‘Both of them are in my shade.” 


When I saw her in a dream, I asked: “How did Allah 
ta‘ala treat you?” She replied: “At the time of my 
death, two terrifying people entered through that 
door. I felt quite scared. But then I said to Allah 
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ta‘ala: I read Surah Ya Sin on Friday and then came 
to You.’ Subsequently, I felt no discomfort.” 


When I visited her grave, I found it trampled upon. I 
was quite saddened by this. Subsequently, I saw a 
dream in which she approached in extremely good 
health. I said: “You were in the soil for so long but I 
do not see any traces of it on your body!?” She 
pointed towards her chest and replied in an august 
tone: “The soil cannot harm this body.” She 
repeated the same reply two more times. 


Note: Glory to Allah! This is a beautiful dream which 
provides much solace. It is a sign of honour and 
greatness for her. May Allah ta‘ala increase her in 
honour and virtue. Amin. 
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‘Azizah Taqrib an-Nisa’ 


(second wife of Hadrat Maulana Qamar az-Zaman 
Sahib) 


After the demise of my first wife, ‘Aqilah, Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah himself began 
efforts to find me another wife but his efforts were 
unsuccessful. And so, my parents made efforts in 
this regard and selected a woman by the name of 
Taqrib an-Nisa’, the daughter of Master Nur al- 
Hasan Sahib for Karisath. My mother said to me: 
“You cannot get Hadrat Maulana’s daughter. 
Nonetheless, my gaze has fallen on a woman of good 
character and good looks. It will be nice if we could 
get you married to her.” The matter was then 
presented to Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah. 
He expressed his agreement and happily consented. 


During those days, Hadrat used to go to Ma’u Nath 
Bhanjan for three days every month to deliver 
lectures. He used to deliver his talks in Madrasah 
Miftah al-‘Ulum. These were attended by Hadrat 
Maulana Habib ar-Rahman Sahib A‘zami 
rahimahullah and other ‘ulama’ of Ma’u and 
surrounding areas. 


I felt it would be a great honour to have the 
marriage performed in Ma’u. Hadrat Wala also 
agreed. However, he said to me with much love: 
“Listen! It will mean having to perform a marriage in 
my daughter’s place, and this could revive my grief. 
I will therefore request Qari Riyasat ‘Alt Sahib or 
Mufti Nizam ad-Din Sahib to go to Karisath and 
perform the marriage. I agreed. These two scholars 
then went to Karisath and one of them performed 
the marriage on 22 Jumada ath-Thaniyah 1381 
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A.H. in the Karisath masjid. May Allah ta‘ala reward 
them with the best of rewards. 


Character 


All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, she possessed noble 
qualities such as abstinence, contentment, fellow 
feeling and affection. She was a_ practical 
embodiment of Allah’s order: “Do not drive away the 
beggar.” No matter what she was occupied in and 
whether it was a man or a woman, the moment she 
heard a beggar calling out, she would become 
restless to help them and would then give them 
whatever was available. All praise is due to Allah 
ta‘ala, she was regular with salah and reading the 
Qur’an. She knew many chapters of the Qur’an from 
memory, and she used to read fluently. Although 
she had a weak eyesight, she would take pains to 
read the Qur’an. She would also engage in lengthy 
du‘as. 

May Allah ta‘ala accept these deeds and may He 
reward her with Paradise. Amin. 


Demise 


Unfortunately, soon after our marriage, she began 
falling ill. Towards the end, she suffered several 
ailments. When she could not be cured in 
Allahabad, she was admitted in the Sahara Hospital 
and P.G.I. Hospital of Lucknow. Several months 
passed. All four daughters used to take turns to 
tend to her. She was eventually taken to the house 
of my daughter, Siddiqah, in Khurram Nagar, 
Lucknow. But when her condition deteriorated, she 
was admitted in Dr. Mubash-shir Ahmad’s Relief 
Hospital. However, within two days, she passed 
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away on 9 Rajab 1437 A.H./17 April 2016. To Allah 
we belong and to Him is our return. 


Her body was brought to Siddigah’s house, and then 
to Bayt al-Adhkar, Allahabad. All praise is due to 
Allah, the honourable Hadrat Maulana Sayyid 
Muhammad Rabi‘ Hasani Sahib came to offer his 
condolences when we were still in Lucknow. He then 
sent Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Bilal and others 
to assist in the burial. This is an honour not only for 
the deceased but for us as well. May Allah ta‘ala 
reward them. 


That same day, the janazah salah was performed 
after maghrib salah in front of Dar al-Ma‘arif al- 
Islamiyyah, Kareli, Allahabad. I led the janazah 
salah. May Allah ta‘ala accept. She was buried in 
the Kala Danda graveyard in Kareli. Large crowds 
attended the janazah salah and many of them 
accompanied the janazah to the graveyard. 


The deceased was fortunate to have a large number 
of pious people taking part in her burial. This is a 
sign of Allah’s special mercy and kindness on her. I 
pray that Allah ta‘ala treats her with mercy and 
kindness and enables her to have a restful sleep in 
her grave. Amin. 


Four sons were born from her. The first two - 
‘Ammar Ahmad and Nizam Ahmad — passed away in 
infancy. May Allah ta‘ala make them treasures in 
the Hereafter in our favour. All praise is due to 
Allah, Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qasimi and 
Muhammad ‘Ubaydullah Nadwi are living and 
occupied in religious and academic services. She left 
behind four daughters. Their names are: Mas‘udah 
Khattn, ‘A’iishah Khatin, Siddiqah Khattn and 
Aminah Khattn. 
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All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, all these children 
got children of their own while their mother was still 
living. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, all of them 
are righteous, they served their mother well, and 
she departed from this world while being pleased 
with them. By Allah’s grace, she was happy with me 
and I too am happy with her. 


I had a masjid constructed in the name of my first 
wife. It is called Masjid-e-‘Aqilah and is situated in 
Qamar Bagh, Mahiwa. In like manner, another 
masjid named Masjid-e-Taqrib an-Nisa’ situated in 
Marwali was constructed in the name of my second 
wife. My son, Maulwi ‘Abdullah was given the 
responsibility of supervising its construction, and he 
did it well. All the other children took a part in its 
construction. May Allah ta‘ala reward them with the 
best of rewards. Amin. 


I pray to Allah ta‘ala to inspire us to carry out Dini 
and worldly construction works and to render 
educational services with sincerity and devotion so 
that these could avail us in the Hereafter. Amin. 
Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone. 


Glad tiding 


In his review of volume five of Aquwal-e-Salaf, 
Maulana Mujib al-Ghaffar As‘ad A‘zami had quoted 
the following Hadith after the demise of my first 
wife, ‘Aqilah Khatun bint Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah: 


adi eds luc ppl, leegyy cals al al Lal 


NACE 14e Le opel cree! 
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When a woman passes away while her 
husband was pleased with her, she will 
enter Paradise. 


In the light of the above Hadith, I say with respect to 
my second wife as well: She passed away while I 
was pleased with her and she was pleased with me. 
I am therefore hopeful that Allah ta‘ala will admit 
her into Paradise. We make a sincere du‘a to Allah 
ta‘ala to bless us with the company of Rasulullah 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa _ sallam, the Sahabah 
radiyallahu ‘anhum and all the pious servants in 
Paradise. Amin. 
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A FEMALE JINN 


It is my heartfelt desire to follow the biographies of 
pious and righteous women from the human race, 
with a brief reference to an ardent worshipper from 
the jinn. Hadrat ‘Allamah Jamal ad-Din Abul Faraj 
ibn al-Jauzi rahimahullah quotes it in his Sifah as- 
Safwah, volume four. I conclude my book with this. 
May Allah ta‘ala crown it with acceptance. Amin. 


AM ool Gel eS Ju eS ne uy ale 
Meg cuilasd sh pol cols adSE Gh ye Lt 
BANDE Uy CS) cela ge hai 
a dsls Of AeLs Ge Jas Vy eh oye ob 

WQS 33 


Salih ibn ‘Abd al-Kartm rahimahullah 
said: I wanted to meet a jinn so that I 
could converse with him. I saw a woman 
who was overpowered by a female jinn. | 
said to her: “Advise me.” She said: “Write 
[the following]: Ghazalah says: You must 
first occupy yourself with your most 
important tasks. Do not be unmindful for 
a single moment. If you were to let a 
moment pass by, you will not be able to 
get it back.” 


LEV Oo ct G Bpinall dat 
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Note: Glory to Allah! What an excellent piece of 
advice. One should make it part of one’s life. May 
Allah ta‘ala reward this female jinn. Amin. May He 
enable us — men and women - to practise on this 
piece of advice. Amin. 
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